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CHAP.   XI. 


Rather  Jhort ;  yet  long  enough  to  refiore  an 
injured  Lady  to  her  Rights,  and  to 
frefent  an  Epitome  of  the  Virtues  of 
Philofophy. 

Virtue  and  religion  are  not  only  lovely 
and  amiable  when  feen  in  their  genuine 
forms,  but  they  poflefs  alfo  the  incom- 
parable advantage  of  enduring  the  mi- 
nuted infpedion,  and  improving  on  the 
clofefl:  familiarity.  This,  I  grant,  is  no 
new  difcovery  in  morals  j  it  is  a  truth  as 
VOL.  ii.  b  old 
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old  as  the  creation:  but  it  cannot  be  to# 
often  repeated. 

Lady  Caroline  did  not  find  her  predi- 
lection for  Mr.  Brudenell  and  Sophia  di- 
minifhed  at  the  morning  interview.  The 
latter,  indeed,  appeared  with  frefh  at- 
tractions, as  the  dejection  and  referve, 
which  were  evident  in  her  manner  the 
preceding  evening,  gradually  gave  way 
to  the  vivacity  and  franknefs  fo  congenial 
with  youth  and  innocence.  Lady  Caro- 
line perceived  that  her  future  protegee 
poffeffed  information,  fenfe,  and  polite* 
nefs.  She  had  wit  too,  though  rather 
of  the  playful  than  of  the  brilliant  kind, 
more  defirous  to  pleafe  than  to  fhine, 
and  too  much  under  the  command  of 
mild  benignity  to  purchafe  applaufe  by 
the  temporary  confufion  of  another. 
In  (hort>  her  ladymip  began  to  be  a 
little  doubtful  of  her  own  advantage  in 
having  afuperior  education. 

j  i  "  Am 
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€C  Am  I  prudent,"  faid  fhe  to  herfelf, 
"  in  fo  readily  confenting  to  have  this 
gitl  for  my  conftant  affociate  ?  She  is 
too  engaging  to  act  as  my  foil,  and 
feems  too  fincere  to  adminifler  a  little 
adroit  flattery,  jufl:  when  I  am  furfeited 
with  the  grofs  adulation  of  fools.  What 
a  novelty  will  it  be,  if  my  humble  cou- 
fin  fhould  become  my  mentor!  and  yet 
already  I  feel  afraid  of  faying  any  thing 
to  incur  her  cenfure." 

Time  never  flies  away  fo  pleafantly  as 
when  fpent  in  an  agreeable  converfation, 
in  which  each  individual  bears  its  due 
fhare,  and  the  leading  perfonage  acts 
only  as  moderator  to  the  aflembly. 
Lady  Caroline  perceived  her  own  viva- 
city fo  well  balanced  by  Mr.  Brudenell's 
good  fenfe  and  Sophia's  fprightly  fweet- 
nefs,  that  fhe  began  to  hope  they  might 
get  through  the  morning  without  having 
recourfe  to  any  of  thofe  adventitious 
b  2  helps, 
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helps,  by  which  that  envied  race  of  be- 
ings, whom  the  lower  orders  confider 
as  highly  fortunate  in  having  no  employ- 
ment, ward  off  that  formidable  monfter 
ennui.  Her  Ladyfhip  fo  much  enjoyed 
her  company,  that  (he  obeyed  Lord 
Glanville's  fummons  with  reluctance, 
and  entered  his  apartment  determined 
to  obferve  the  contraft  between  his  cold 
myfterious  behaviour  and  Mr.  Brude- 
nell's  frank  benevolence. 

Lord  Glanville's  mind  (till  appeared 
in  a  (late  of  reftlefs  perturbation,  which 
he  vifibly  (trove  to  difguife  under  an  air 
of  affected  eafe,  fomething  refembling 
the  forced  mirth  of  a  hardened  criminal 
who  determines  to  die  with  fpirit.  He 
chofe  to  converfe  with  his  daughter  on 
indifferent  topics,  although  his  mal- 
apropos anfwers  indicated  that  one  im- 
portant fubjed  engroffed  his  thoughts. 
He  wifhed  to  talk  of  his  guefts,  but 
hoped  that  fomething  would  lead  the 

con- 
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converfation  that  way.  Lady  Caroline 
faw  his  defign  and  determined  to  dis- 
appoint it ;  for  though  her  ladyfhip 
was  a  mod  paffionate  admirer  of  moral 
fitnefs,  like  other  great  philofophers  (he 
had  neglected  to  reduce  her  theory  to 
practice ;  or  rather,  fhe  was  fo  bufy  in 
compofing  a  lofty  fyftem  of  virtue,  fitted 
for  fublime  occafions,  that  fhe  over- 
looked the  every-day  duties,  and  per- 
haps, like  a  very  eminent  moralift  of 
the  new  fchool,  lowered  them  to  the 
rank  "  of  fquare  -  elbowed  family 
drudges."  Certain  it  is,  that  fhe  was 
too  much  amufed  by  difappointing  her 
father's  menceuvres  to  make  her  tell 
him  what  he  wanted  to  know  but  did 
not  choofe  to  afk,  to  reflect  that  true 
benevolence,  as  well  as  filial  piety,  loves 
"  to  explore  the  wifh,"  and  to  "  ex- 
plain the  afking  eye." 

After  amufing  the  Earl  with  comments 

on  the  daily  papers,  obfervations  on  the 

£  3  weather, 
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weather,  and  a  narrative  of  the  neigh- 
bours to  whom  they  owed  calls  or  cards 
of  inquiry,  Lady  Caroline,  fatisfied  with 
her  dutiful  attentions,  rofe  to  take  leave. 
Lord  Glanville  apologized  for  his  for- 
getfulnefs,  and  expreffed  a  hope  that 
Mr.  Brudenell  and  Mifs  Herbert  were 
not  fatigued  by  their  long  journey. 
Lady  Caroline,  quite  indignant  at  her 
own  giddinefs,  now  recollected  Mr. 
Brudeneli's  meiTage.  The  quick  changes 
in  Lord  Glanville's  face  proved  it  to  be 
of  fome  importance.  "  But  pray, 
Lady  Caroline,"  faidthe  Earl, — "  I  hope 
this  fame  Mifs  Herbert  is  not  an  uncouth 
girl  ?  ' 

"  Not  in  the  lead,"  replied  the  young 
Lady. 

"  It  would  be  mortifying,"  refumed 
the  polite  father,  "  to  have  you  at  your 
nrft  debut  affociated  with  a  gaunt  (taring 
piece  of  rufticity,  whom,  as  you  cannot 
J/wkc  off^you  wilibe  forced  to  patronize.'* 

"  Cannot 
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"  Cannot  make  off!  forced  to  pa- 
tronise !"  repeated  Lady  Caroline  to 
herfelf  with  aftonifhment ;  "  where  can 
this  enigma  end  ?  I  was  told  of  a  com- 
panion, an  humble  friend,  whom  I  might 
choofe  or  reject ;  and  now  it  proves  to 
be  a  pofitive  appendage  from  whom  I 
cannot  be  liberated.'* 

Convinced  that  the  bed  method  of 
gaining  complete  information  was  to 
feem  perfectly  fatisfied  with  ignorance, 
Lady  Caroline  tripped  to  the  window, 
humming  an  Italian  .  fong,  which  fhe 
interrupted  to  make  the  novel  remark 
that  fwans  look  very  beautiful  on  the 
water,  efpecially  when  the  fun  mines. 
She  then  with  as  carelefs  an  air  afked 
if  Mifs  Herbert  would  go  much  into 
public. 

"  Why  yes,"  replied  his  Lordfhip, 

"  I  think  fhe  muft  go  into  public  ;  her 

birth  and  fituation  will  require— But 

pray,  Caroline—  I  know  Brudenell  is  not 

b  4  the 
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the  mere  theologian.  He  poffeflfes  ge- 
neral knowledge,  has  feen  a  little  of 
life,  is  not  contracted  in  his  notions — 
not  very  contracted  I  mean.  I  want  to 
know  fomething  of  his  manners.  Are 
they  repuliive,  ftern,  unforgiving  ?' 

"  I  can  only  fay  that  he  reproved  me 
without  my  feeling  offended  at  his  free- 
dom. How  apt  he  is  to  forgive  /  have 
no  caufe  to  inquire." 

u  Nor  have  I,"  returned  the  Earl 
with  great  quicknefs  ;  "  I  thought,  per- 
haps,  he  might  be  fomewhat  of  a  for- 
mal Bizarre,  and  feel  piqued  by  my  not 
feeing  him  immediately.  And  yet  in  a 
matter  of  importance-— there  are  fo  many 
preliminaries  to  adjuft.  I  think  Caroline 
you  are  near  four-and- twenty  I" 

"  Next  January,  my  Lord/' 

"  You  want  but  four  months  of  the 
time  when,  according  to  the  terms  of 
you>r  grandfather's  will,  you  will  be 
miftrefs  of  your  maternal  fortune.     It 

was 
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was  a  fhameful  will,  wrong  in  many  re- 
fpe&s.  I  was  deprived  of  all  power, 
and  can  only  hope  that  your  guardians 
have  been  faithful  ftewards.  Lord  Lew- 
fon  did  not  make  me  one  of  them, 
though  my  generous  behaviour  to  his- 
daughter  was  well  known,  notwithftand 
ing,  I  will  own,  fome  fevere  provoca- 
tions. But  peace  to  the  afhes  of  the 
unconfcious  dead  !  I  only  meant  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  your  fortune  cannot  be  lefs 
than  forty  thoufand  pounds." 

"  Exclufive  bf  the  Glanville  eftate," 
obferved  Lady  Caroline. 

"  That"  replied  the  Earl,  "  is  at  my 
own  difpofal ;  and  I  would  not  wifh  you 
to  raife  your  expectations  too  high. 
Befide    that  our  family    is   remarkable 

for  longevity *' 

"Ah,"  thoughtLady  Caroline,  "now 

the  my  fiery  is  unravelled.     A  ftep-mo- 

ther   hangs  over   my  head   in  terror  em* 

Who  can  fhe  be?    Mclifandriania ?  or 

3  5  can 


10  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

can  cupid  have  goaded  the  amorous 
graybeard  to  the  very  pinnacle  of  ab- 
furdity,  and  prompted  him,  grand  fignior 
like,  to  have  diftant  beauties  brought  to 
him  for  his  approbation  ?  Ah,  if  vanity 
has  induced  Brudenell  to  facrifice  his 
grand-daughter,  Sophia's  ingenuous  face 
tells  me  that  fhe  will  fcorn  the  mer- 
cenary bait  that  dotage  offers. " 

Thefe  reflections  were  interrupted  by 
Lord  Glanville,  who  had  now  fo  far 
conquered  his  emotions  as  to  fay,  "  You 
had  a  brother." 

"  A  brother  !"  cried  Lady  Caroline 
with  indignation  and  amazement. 
"  Why  have  I  been  kept  a  flranger 
from  my  mother's  fon  ?" 

"  No,"  replied  his  Lordfhipj  "  he 
was  my  iffue  by  a  former  marriage." 
The  groan  which  buift  from  his  bofom 
as  he  uttered  thefe  words  proved  that 
Sophia  Aubrey's  wrongs  had  been  well: 

avenged 
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avenged  by  the  vifitations  of  the  bofom- 
monitor. 

Lady  Caroline  paced  the  room  in 
great  agitation.  To  forego  the  proud 
confcioufnefs  of  being  the  heirefs  of 
Glanville's  lofty  towers  was  mortifying, 
even  to  a  perfon  who  had  not  been  fuf- 
ficiently  verfed  in  ordinary  affairs  to 
know  how  neceffary  wealth  is  to  pur- 
chafe  thofe  luxuries  which  ufe  has  ren- 
dered neceffary.  But  her  mind  foon 
recovered  its  wonted  tone,  on  recollect- 
ing that  this  difappointment  would  en- 
able her  to  call  forth  her  energies,  and 
to  imitate  the  magnanimity  of  thofe 
illuftrious  women  whofe  lofty  contempt 
of  pecuniary  motives  had  been  immor- 
talized by  the  never-wearied  pens  of 
French  wits  and  German  fabulifts. 

"  Has  Caroline  Glanviile,"  thought 
fhe,  "  loft  any  part  of  her  real  felf  ?  Is 
fhe  degraded  by  owing  lefs  to  adventi- 
tious aids?  Will  fhe  be  deprived  of  real 
b  6  refped 
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refpect  becaufe  the  eyes  of  her  admirers 
are  exclufively  directed  to  the  accom- 
plifhments  and  mental  endowments 
which  flie  poffefles  ?  Will  her  wit  be  lefs 
poignant,  her  perfonal  charms  lefs  aN 
tractive,  becaufe  (he  is  no  longer  the 
richeft  heirefs  in  England  ?  No,  I  difdain 
all  extrinfic  homage.  The  greatnefs  of 
my  foul  fhall  appear  indifputable  \  and 
I  will  thank  Fortune  for  giving  me  this 
opportunity  to  found  my  glory  on  the 
broad  bafis  of  innate  worth.  This  un- 
known brother  fhall  be  my  idol.  What- 
ever be  his  character,  I  will  feem  to  adore 
him  ;  and  the  praife  that  I  bellow  will 
be  reflected  back  on  my  own  liberality. 
Yes !  I  confefs,  in  circumftances  like 
thefe,  even  the  cold  domeftic  family 
virtues  acquire  an  air  of  heroical  great- 
nefs. I  will  bid  his  Lord  (hip  produce 
his  heir.  I  will  tell  him  that  I  am  im- 
patient to  refign  my  furreptitious  claims. 
I  will  boaft  that  I  feel  the  divine  princi- 
ple 
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pie  of  immutable  juftice  glowing  in  my 
bread,  and  I  will  then  bid  him  glory  in 
his  daughter." 

Befides  that  fundamental  principle 
which  proves  the  fuperiority  of  chriilian- 
ity  over  its  rival  pfuedo-philofophy,  I 
mean  the  conviction  that  the  merit  of 
our  actions  will  be  finally  determined  by 
the  fecret  motives  which  induced  us  to 
perform  them,  religion  pofleiTes  many 
real  advantages.  Among  the  reft  it  may 
be  affirmed,  that  its  faithful  votaries  are 
always  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  mo- 
ment, and  prepared  to  act  as  duty  re- 
quires. Lady  Caroline  was  too  much 
engaged  in  thinking  of  the  applaufe  that 
me  meant  to  acquire  by  her  exemplary 
future  conduct  to*  her  brother,  to  recol- 
lect: the  prefent  exigencies  of  her  father, 
who,  overcome  by  the  feelings  of  felf- 
reproach  and  (hame,  added  to  the  hu- 
miliation of  being  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge  his  long-concealed  offences,  had 
fainted. 

As  foon  as  Lady  Caroline  perceived 
his  fituation,  fhe  ran  to  the  door  and 
fcreamed  for  help.  Her  cries  brought 
up  Jervais,  and  he  was  foon  followed 
by  Mr.  Biudenell. 

"  Pardon  me,  Madam,"  faid  he,  (lop- 
ping Lady  Caroline  as  (lie  was  going  to 
quit  the  chamber.  "  Let  us  difmifs  the 
fervant.  We  fhall  be  the  Earl's  bed  re- 
ftoratives." 

"  I  really  can  do  no  good,"  replied 
Lady  Caroline.  "  Jervais  knows  his 
Lord's  ways  bed,  and  fufpended  anima- 
tion always  affects  my  feelings.  Indeed,. 
Mr.  Brudenell,  you  muft  allow  me  to 
attend  to  my  fenfations.  When  his  Lord- 
fhip  recovers,  he  fhall  find  that  I  have  a 
foul  fuperior  to  the  poor  confiderations 
of  fortune." 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Brudenell,  finding  that  he  could 
not  detain  her,  followed  her  to  the  anti- 
room.  "  May  I"  faid  he,  "  interpret 
thofe  expreffions  as  indicative  of  your 
friendly  fentiments  for  one,  who  feems 
to  ftep  in  unfeafonably  to  deprive  you 
of  what  you  have  efteemed  your  heredi- 
tary rights  ?" 

"  If  you  mean  my  brother,"  returned 
Lady  Caroline,  "  thefe  arms  are  ready 
to  clafp  him  to  my  heart." 

"  Poor  Henry !"  faid  Mr.  Brudenell, 
tears  courfing  down  his  venerable  cheek. 
"  He  would,  indeed,  have  rejoiced  to 
have  feen  this  day,  to  have  been  wel- 
comed to  his  father's  houfe,  and  to  have 
found  in  his  fitter  the  mod  generous  of 
women. — Alas  !  he  has  long  fince  paid 
the  debt  of  nature,  in  ficknefs,  forrow, 
and  penury, — in  a  hoflile  country.  Bat 
his  orphan  girl  furvives  to  claim  your 
goodnefs." 

<<Ah!" 
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"  Ah !"  exclaimed  Lady  Caroline 
with  eagernefs,  "  is  {he  not  your  So- 
phia?" 

"  The  child  of  my  daughter  and  your 
brother,"  continued  Mr.  Brudenell,  pre- 
fenting  Sophia,  who  had  followed  him 
with  timid  fteps.  "  The  dear  girl  claims 
a  fraternal  intereit  in  your  affections,  as 
the  fole  reprefentative  of  her  brave 
ill-fated  father.  O !  Lady  Caroline, 
when  you  know  her  heart  as  I  know 
it,  you  will  indeed  clafp  her  to  yours." 

"  My  deareft  Sophia,"  faid  Lady 
Caroline,  who  certainly  never  looked 
more  amiable  than  when  dreffed  in 
the  tears  which  gufhed  from  her  eyes 
at  Mr.  Brudenell's  affecting  addrefs, 
"  we  mull  begin  to  love  one  another 
with  fervour  immediately  :  conflder  the 
years  that  we  have  loft." 

Anxious  to  improve  the  impulfe  of 
nature  into  a  religious  fentiment,  Mr. 

Brudenell 
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Brudenell  obferved,  that  the  friendfhips 
of  truly  virtuous 'minds  could  not  be 
limited  by  time. 

"  You  both/'  obferved  he,  "  appear 
to  look  forward  to  a  long  feries  of  years ; 
but  mould  any  unforefeen  incident  ter- 
minate your  earthly  profpec~ls,  eternity 
will  afford  you  ample  fpace  to  cultivate 
and  improve  the  focial  affections.  We 
know  that  the  next  world  is  a  ftate  of 
bleffed  fociety;  and  we  are  not  forbidden 
to  hope  that  this  bleffing  will  in  part  pro- 
ceed from  a  reunion  with  thofe  whom 
we  love." 

Lady  Caroline  wifhed  to  condemn 
Mr.  Brudenell  for  unfeafonable  profmg  ; 
but,  turning  her  eyes  upon  his  counte- 
nance, (lie  beheld  it  irradiated  by  an  ex- 
prefiion  which  was  the  reverfe  of  dull- 
nefs  and  melancholy.  A  ferene  fmile, 
a  placid  brow,  lips  that  feemed  to  utter 
fome  pious  ejaculation,  and  eyes  uplifted 
towards  the  region  of  eternal  peace,  be- 

fpoke 
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fpoke  a  mind  able  to  meditate  on  eternity, 
not  only  without  terror,  but  with  fub- 
lime  joy. 

Is  there  a  more  enviable  being  in  this 
world,  than  a  man  who  can  thus  antici- 
pate the  next  ?  What  true  dignity  and 
real  greatnefs  of  character  are  acquired 
by  frequently  reflecting  on  the  audit  at 
which  we  mud  one  day  deliver  in  our 
tale  of  intruded  talents !  Suftained  by 
the  holy  confidence  which  a  well-fpent 
life  infpires,  Mr.  Brudenell  calmly  ad- 
vanced to  meet  the  mean,  debafed,  yet 
proud  Earl  of  Glanville ;  who,  poor 
amid  the  hoards  of  fuperfluous  wealth, 
timid  while  porTeffing  plenitude  of  power, 
and  wretched  while  furrounded  by  every 
earthly  good,  now  faw  the  veil  torn  away 
by  which  he  had  concealed  the  foul  de- 
formity of  his  cancerous  guilt  from  the 
world,  his  idolized  reputation  blafted, 
and  himfelf  obliged  to  confefs,  not  only 
with  his  tongue,  but  by  his  actions,  the 

littlenefs 
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littlenefs  of  craft  and  the  imprudence 
of  diflimulation.  The  man  of  the  world 
who  has  lived  to  fee  all  his  projects  dif- 
concerted,  all  his  hopes  blafted,  all  his 
arts  difcovered,  and  himfelf  "  benetted" 
in  his  declining  age  with  the  evils  that 
he  wifhed  to  avoid,  will  pity  this  great 
matter  of  deception,  while,  with  affected 
kindnefs  and  real  averfion,  he  received 
his  grand-daughter  from  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Brudenell.  PrepofTefTed  with  a  con- 
viction that  he  was  compelled  to  do  this 
act  of  juftice,  his  native  haughtinefs  had 
juft  fortified  his  weak  fpirits  with  the 
determination  that  Sophia  fhould  pay 
dearly  for  Mr.  Brudenell's  impertinent 
refolution  of  feeing  her  reflored  to  the 
rights  of  her  anceftors.  Bat,  as  he 
coolly  ftooped  to  beftow  a  faint  kifs  on 
the  kneeling  girl,  her  refemblance  to 
the  unfortunate  Mifs  Aubrey  {truck  him 
to  the  heart.  Horror  and  remorfe  once 
more  fubdued  the  feeble  refolution  that 

arrogance 
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arrogance  had  infpired.  He  folded  his 
arms  around  his  revived  Sophia,  while 
nature  fpoke  in  a  fhower  of  tears.  Mr. 
Brudenell  had  too  juft  an  idea  of  the 
Earl's  character,  to  commend  an  emo- 
tion of  which  he  perceived  he  was 
afhamed.  Affecting  to  attribute  his 
agitation  to  indifpofition,  he  fpoke  of 
Sophia  as  an  admirable  nurfe,  and  ready 
to  fhare  with  Lady  Caroline  in  thofe 
kind  attentions  which  infirmity  always 
requires.  Sophia  now  attempted  to 
defcribe  her  grateful  fenfe  of  his  Lord- 
fhip's  tendernefs,  and  her  hope  of  de- 
ferving  the  kind  regard  that  fhe  had  al- 
ready experienced  from  Lady  Caroline  ; 
but  fhe  was  too  much  affected  to  fpeak 
coherently.  Indeed  her  exprefTions 
would  have  been  difregarded.  The  tone 
of  her  voice  was  too  fimilar  to  that 
which  Lord  Glanville's  perfidy  had 
filenced  in  the  grave,  to  allow  him  to 
think  of   any  other   object   than   that 

which 
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which  overwhelmed  him  with  compunc- 
tion and  defpair. 

As  my  readers,  doubtlefs,  wifh  to 
know  the  circumftances  which  led  the 
way  to  Mifs  Glanville's  reftoration  to 
her  family,  I  will  in  the  next  chapter 
prefent  them  with  fome  of  the  leading 
particulars. 


22  THE    INF1DEI.    FATHER, 


CHAP.    XII. 

The  Commencement  of  Mifs  Glanville's 
Hi/lory.  Several  old  Acquaintances 
are  introduced. 

Mr.   OFaughn's   meritorious   deeds 
are,  doubtlefs,  fufficiently  remembered, 
to    make   every    one    wifh    that    they 
may  not  pafs  unrewarded.     During  the 
life  of  the  late   Countefs   of  Glanville, 
the  friendfhip  which  fubfifted   between 
the  Earl  and  this  gentleman  could  only 
be  compared   to  the  ftrong  attachment 
of  Damon  and  Pythias,  or  Nifus  and 
Euryalus.  I  am  not  fond  of  introducing 
the  romantic  when  I  can  account  for 
any  action  by  the  rules  of  common  life  ; 
and  I  am  convinced  it  is  pojjible  that  his 
Lordfhip's  regard  might  be  cemented  by 

the 
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the  diflike,  almofl  amounting  to  abhor- 
rence, which  her  Ladyfhip  evinced  for 
one  whom  (he  generally  denominated  by 
the  title  of  "  The  fubtle  friend."  Be- 
fide,  confcious  that  O'Faughn  had  much 
to  fay,  my  Lord,  who  difliked  frank 
communication,  was  willing  to  pay  him 
well  for  filence. 

The  wants  of  a  gamefter  and  de- 
bauchee require  more  than  liberality  to 
fupply  them.  Any  thing  fhort  of  pro- 
fufion  is  deemed  parfimony  by  a  man 
void  of  principle,  who  knows  that  he 
has  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  de- 
mands. Mr.  O'Faughn  became  at  length 
fo  importunate  as  to  wear  out  Lord 
Glanville's  patience  ;  and  though  grief 
for  the  death  of  his  Countefs  furnifhed 
a  good  oftenfible  reafon  for  leaving 
England,  his  real  motive  was  to  get  rid 
of  a  man  who  could  no  longer  be  of  any 
ufe,  and  who  in  fact  was  grown  excef- 
fively  troublefome.     Immediately  before 

his 
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his  departure,  his  Lordfhip  inclofed  a 
grant  of  an  annuity  of  four  hundred 
pounds  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  O'Faughn, 
replete  with  friendly  fentiments  and  ex- 
pressions of  regret  at  this  unavoidable 
feparation.  But  though  the  noble  giver 
thought  this  a  mofl  complete  ad  of  juf- 
tice  and  gratitude,  and  exulted  in  the 
fuccefs  of  this  confummate  duplicity,  the 
receiver  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  real  character  that  he  had  to  deal 
with,  to  be  duped  by  falfe  pretences  of 
regret  and  efteem.  OFaughn  only 
waited  till  he  had  fpent  the  money  which 
he  raifed  by  the  fale  of  his  annuity,  to 
put  the  Earl's  profeflions  to  the  proof; 
and,  to  confefs  the  truth,  the  letter  in 
which  he  required  an  immediate  atten- 
tion to  his  prefling  wants  had  more  of 
the  fpirit  of  angry  demand,  than  of  the 
gentle  pleadings  of  reciprocal  attachment. 
It  was  not  honoured  by  a  reply.  A  fe- 
cond,  worded  in  a  (till  more  peremptory 
1 2  ftyle, 
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ftyle,  fhared  the  fame  fate  ;  and  the  vin- 
dictive O'Faughn  now  determined  to 
have  recourfe  to  different  meafures. 

The  ceremony  of  Lord  Malvern's 
marriage  to  Mifs  Aubrey  had  been  per- 
formed with  the  greateft  privacy. 
OFaughn  was  the  only  witnefs ;  and 
£o  fully  had  Sophia  confided  in  her 
lord's  faith,  that  it  was  by  accident  fhe 
even  learnt  the  name  of  the  officiating 
clergyman.  With  eo^al  confidence,  yet 
far  lefs  purity  of  intention,  Malvern  had 
intruded  the  whole  affair  to  his  tutor's 
management,  who,  wifhing  to  have  a 
ftronger  hold  than  gratitude  upon  his 
pupil's  purfe,  took  care  that  the  marriage 
mould  be  legally  folemnized,  and  alfo 
poflefled  himfelfof  a  certificate,  properly 
executed,  to  hold  up  over  the  head  of 
the  recreant  bridegroom,  in  cafe  he 
fliould  refufe  his  diabolical  coadjutor 
iuch  immunities  as  he  might  require. 

vol.  ii.  c  From 
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From  the  period  of  Sophia's  feclufion 
to  the  death  of  the  Countefs  of  Glan- 
ville,  O'Faughn  found  this  certificate  as 
fure  a  fource  of  wealth  as  the  title-deeds 
of  a  confiderable  eftate.  He  had  only 
to  hint  qualms  of  confcience  to  poflefs 
any  indulgence  that  his  depraved  ap- 
petite required.  Very  foon  after  his  pa- 
tron's fecond  marriage,  Mr.  O'Faughn 
had  fuch  a  fevere  fit  of  penitence,  as 
induced  him  to  travel  into  Glamorgan- 
shire, with  the  exprefs  defign  of  afcer- 
taining  the  exiftence  of  the  former  wife. 
Of  this  he  was  foon  convinced ;  and  fo 
far  did  his  love  of  juftice  prevail,  as  to 
induce  him  to  write  to  the  Earl  of  Glan- 
ville,  and  urge  him,  by  many  pious  mo- 
tives, to  clear  his  foul  from  the  heavy 
load  of  Sophia's  wrongs :  at  that  time  a 
vacancy  in  the  rich  living  of  O— — 
was  hourly  expected;  and  Lord  Glanville 
anfwered  thefe  holy  admonitions,  by  an 

affurance 
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£iTurance  that  he  now  looked  forward 
with  pleafure  to  an  opportunity  of  fixing 
his  ear lieft  and  deareft  friend  in  a  fitua- 
tion  fo  admirably  adapted  to  his  talents 
and  character.  O'Faughn  found  his 
defire  of  reforming  the  morals  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  parifh  prevail  over  his  wifh  of 
fnatching  one  reprobate  from  an  adul- 
terous connexion;  and  he  lived  upon 
this    promife    till    the    incumbent    of 

O :~  had  fuccefs fully  combated  what 

was  expected  to  have  proved  a  mortal 
difeafe.  One  of  the  letters  that  pafled 
on  this  occafion  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Lady  Glanville ;  and  the  perufai  of  it  at 
once  confirmed  her  debellation  of  her 
lord  and  his  fage  counfellor,  and  im- 
printed on  her  foul  a  full  fenfe  of  the 
horrors  of  her  own  fituation.  Aware  of 
the  evils  that  mufl  attend  her  daughter's 
difputable  legitimacy,  yet  fearful  of  dif- 
turbing  her  father's  declining  age  by  a 
full  difciofure  of  her  deep  diftrefs,  Ihe 
c  2  purfu^d 
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purfued  that  method  which  prudence 
dictated,  to  reconcile  filial  piety  and 
maternal  affection,  by  taking  care  that 
the  young  lady's  right  to  the  fortune 
of  her  maternal  grandfather  fhould  be 
founded  on  fuch  flrong  unequivocal 
terms,  as  would  fecure  her  the  poffef- 
fion  of  it,  even  if  fome  future  claimant 
fhould  (tep  forth,  and  deny  her  legal 
right  to  the  rich  inheritance  of  her 
father. 

O'Faughn's  remorfe  at  having  been 
acceffary  to  Lord  Glanville's  criminal 
pleafures  revived,  as  foon  as  he  found 
himfelf  deftitute  and  deferted  by  his  un- 
grateful patron.  True  penitence  would 
have  pointed  his  refentment  at  himfelf, 
and  taught  him  that  humble  contrition 
which  might  have  procured  mercy  even 
for  his  great  offences.  But  remorfe  in 
O'Faughn's  mind  was  only  the  parent 
of  revenge.  He  knew  that  he  had  the 
power  to  torture  his  adverfary  j  and  in 

ufing 
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dfing  that  power,  he  determined  not  to 
be  foftened  by  that  fellow-feeling  which 
participation  in  mifcry  is  fuppofed  to 
impart. 

On  his  vifit  into  Glamorganfhire  he 
had  difcovered;  i&4  after  ftruggling 
many  years  with  mental  difeafe  and 
bodily  indifpofition,  SophTa*  ll2&  reco" 
vered  fuch  a  portion  of  reafon,  as  t0 
enable  her  to  mix  a  little  in  fociety,, 
She  went  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Herbert ; 
her  appearance  and  manner  excited  ge- 
neral attention;  but,  though  curiofity 
had  been  greatly  excited  by  the  air  of 
myjtsfy  inwhkh  her  ftory  was  C^Velope'th; 
fhe  ftiil  remained  faithful  to  the  promife 
that  fhe  had  given  to  her  perjured  lord  -9 
nor  could  the  mod  prying  penetration 
difcover  the  fource  of  that  interefting 
melancholy  or  harmlefs  eccentricity 
which  were  alternately  vifible  in  her  be- 
haviour. Her  affecting  piety,  her  pru- 
dence, and  her  delicacy,  determined  all 
c  3  who 
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who  knew  her  to  conclude  that  me  had 
met  with  the  moft  cruel  treatment ;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  fufpicious  circum- 
flances  which  were  attached  to  her 
hiftory,  and  the  affurance  of  the  farmer 
with  whom  fhe  had  been  placed  by 
OFaughn,  that  fhe  was  a  fine  lady 
who  had  been  very  wicked,  the  pre- 
judices which  thefe  reprefentations  ex- 
cited foon  yielded  to  the  united  efforts 
of  candour  and  companion,  and  me  was 
generally  confidered  as  a  woman  "  more 
finned  againft  than  finning." 

Her  fon,  the  legal  heir  of  the  proud 
honours  of  Glanville,  received  the  bed 
education  that  her  limited  finances 
would  allow.  Defirous  to  make  him 
fit  for  the  ftation  which  his  birth  entitled 
him  to  claim,  and  cherifhing  the  lively 
but  carefully  concealed  hppe  that  Lord 
Glanville  would  at  lafl  be  juft  to  his 
unoffending  child,  fhe  willinglv  deprived 
herfelf  of  every  fgperfluity,  to  make,  her, 

beloved 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER".  3 1 

beloved  Henry  what  his  father  might 
not  blufh  to  own.  In  this  defign  fhe 
was  affifted  by  the  benevolent  liberality 
and  elegant  erudition  of  Mr.  Brudenell, 
a  dignified  clergyman,  who  regularly 
fpent  the  fummer  in  Mrs.  Herbert's 
neighbourhood.  A  tale  of  woe  was 
fure  to  attract  this  gentleman's  attention. 
Sophia's  deportment  gave  to  hers  a 
peculiar  intereft  ;  and,  from  the  age  of 
fourteen,  her  fon  found  in  this  good 
man  an  inftructor,  a  patron,  and  I  might 
add  a  fofter-father.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  American  war  the  ardent 
fpirit  of  young  Herbert  caught  the  ge- 
neral enthufiafm.  He  longed  to  vindi- 
cate his  country's  rights ;  and  he  found 
with  pleafure  that  his  mother  did  not 
oppofe  his  wifh  to  devote  himfelf  to  a 
military  life.  Her  misfortunes  had  given 
a  romantic  turn  to  her  imagination;  and 
(he  not  only  wove,  in  idea,  the  fcarf  of 
triumph  for  her  returning  hero,  but 
c  4  alfo 
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alfo  anticipated  the  period  when  Lord 
Glanville,  proud  of  his  fon's  laurels, 
fhould  acknowledge  him  to  be  worthy 
of  the  coronet  to  which  (he  heard  with 
pleafure  that  there  was  no  other  heir. 

A  cockade,  and  the  other  appendages 
of  martial  pomp,  are  deemed  irrefiftible 
in  the  eyes  of  the  fair.  Captain  Her- 
bert (for  I  choofe  to  ufe  the  name  by 
which  he  was  known)  wanted  not  thofe 
attractions.  A  graceful  figure,  an  enga- 
ging behaviour,  elevated  fentiments,  and 
a  frank  independent  mind,  had  already 
given  him  unbounded  influence  in  the 
heart  of  Mifs  Brudenell ;  and  during 
the  frequent  vifits  that  he  made  to  his 
patron,  previous  to  his  regiment's  being 
ordered  on  foreign  fervice,  that  influence 
led  to  a  clandeftine  engagement.  The 
young  lady  was  prevailed  on  to  give 
her  hand  to  her  lover,  without  waiting 
for  her  father's  confent,  who,  though 
fenfible  of  Henry's  merits,  forefaw  many 

evib 
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evils  refulting  from  this  connexion. 
He  was  not,  however,  inexorable. 
Actuated  by  the  pureft  benevolence, 
he  forbore  from  aggravating  the  mi- 
feries  into  which  this  rafh  ftep  had 
plunged  two  affectionate  and  deferving, 
though  imprudent  young  people.  He 
exhorted,  pitied,  and  forgave  them. 
His  houfe  afforded  them  an  afylum  till 
duty  called  his  fon-in-law  to  the  con- 
tinent. Mrs.  Herbert  determined  to  ac- 
company her  ftufoand,  and  bequeathed 
her  infant  daughter  to  the  care  of  her 
father.  A  facred  truft !  and  it  was 
difcharged  with  that  religious  care  which 
the  fituation  of  the  helplefs  orphan  re- 
quired. Its  mother  foon  found,  that 
her  fond  imagination  had  deceived  her 
when  it  painted  a  participation  in  the 
toils  and  dangers  of  her  hero  in  thofe 
glowing  colours  which  are  derived  from 
poetical  enthufiafm  acting  upon  tender 
love.  She  difcoversd  that  this  parti- 
c  5  cipation? 
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cipation,  inftead  of  relieving,  multiplied 
the  forrows  of  fympathy.  She  fliared, 
indeed,  her  hufband's  dangers,  not  with 
the  foft  touches  of  refined  fentiment, 
but  with  the  acute  anguifh  of  torturing 
fenfibility  j  and  he  felt  a  new  fentiment 
of  terror  reprefs  the  energies  of  his 
foul  in  the  hour  of  combat,  at  the  pro- 
fpect  of  the  dreadful  calamities  in  which 
his  beloved  Charlotte  muft  be  involved* 
in  cafe  of  his  death,  or  the  defeat  of  the 
royal  forces. 

The  fufFerings  of  this  amiable  pair, 
however,  though  acute,  were  not  pro- 
traded.  Mrs.  Herbert  foon  fell  into  a 
decline,  in  confequence  of  the  hardfhips* 
that  (lie  endured,  and  the  privation  of 
thofe  comforts  which  fhe  was  accuftomed 
to  enjoy  under  her  father's  roof.  Her, 
afflicted  hufband  aid  not  long  furvive 
her.  Inftead  of  returning  loaded  with 
military  honours, and  crowned  with  fame, 
as  his  fond  mother  predicted,  Mr.  Her- 
bert 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  35 

bert  perifhed  in  a  diftant  land,  under  the 
rigours  of  fevere  fervice.  Not  in  the 
bed  of  honour,  not  in  one  of  thofe  fuc- 
cefsful  expeditions  which  may  be  faid  to 
plant  the  laurel  on  the  grave  of  the 
hero  who  purchafes  glory  with  life, — but 
in  an  enterprize  which,  though  planned 
by  ability,  and  conducted  with  gallantry, 
terminated  in  di  farter  and  defeat.  Such 
is  the  uncertain  eftate  of  human  affairs! 
Such  are  the  decrees  of  that  Wifdom 
which  does  not  always  affign  "  the  race 
to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong !" 
An  unforefeen  contingence  warps  the  ex- 
pected iffue,  and  gives  occafion  to  flander 
and  malevolence  to  aggravate  the  poi- 
gnant feelings  of  misfortune,  by  refer- 
ring events  to  depravity  and  folly  which 
fhould  be  afcribed  to  the  intervention 
of  thofe  fecond  caufes  which  often  blaft 
the  projects  of  finite  man. 

The  heart  of  me  unfortunate  Sophia, 

which  had  been  deeply  lacerated  by  for- 

c  6  mer 
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mer  wounds,  was  mortally  penetrated 
by  the  premature  death  of  that  boy  for 
whofe  fake  fhe  had  long  endured  life. 
Previous  to  her  diffolution,  fhe  fent  for 
her  little  grand-daughter,  whom  fhe 
embraced  with  all  the  agonizing  trans- 
port of  one  who  clafps  the  laft  remaining 
relic  of  fome  fondly  beloved  object. 
She  delivered  to  Mr.  Brudenell  a  written 
narrative  of  her  unfortunate  life,  and  a 
piece  of  needle- work  which,  with  affect- 
ing fimplicity,  fhe  called  "  Poor  Harry's 
cruel  father."  It  was,  indeed,  an  ex- 
traordinary performance,  by  which  the 
lovely  maniac  in  her  lucid  intervals  had 
barbed  the  dart  that  rankled  in  her 
breaft,  by  executing  with  her  own  hair 
the  refemblance  of  Lord  Glanville's 
well- remembered  features,  and  decora- 
ting the  portrait  with  a  border  of  flowers, 
as  wild  and  fantaftic  as  Ophelia's  "  co- 
ronet weeds.'* 

"  I  fliall 
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"  I  fhall  not,"  faid  (he  with  fhort 
convulfive  fighs,  "  tell  you  his  name  ', 
for  I  muft  keep  my  word  now  that  I 
am  going  to  poor  Harry.  My  head 
has  been  very  wrong ;  but  in  that 
paper  I  have  only  written  what  is  true. 
It  is  of  no  ufe  to  complain,"  con- 
tinued fhe,  cafting  a  lingering  look  on 
this  reprefentation  of  Lord  Glanville. 
"  My  hair  is  changed  grey  fmce  I  worked 
it.  Ah,  if  his  heart  were  but  changed 
too !  poor  Harry  and  I  might  then  meet 
him  in  the  other  world." 

Similar  fentiments  characterized  the 
paper  in  which  the  meek  fufferer  had 
recorded  the  hiftory  of  her  wrongs.  It 
was  a  fimpie  and  affecting  narrative, 
deftitute  of  every  artful  embellifhment ; 
and  oftener  lamenting  her  own  credulity, 
than  reprobating  the  conduct  of  her 
enemies.  True  to  her  promife,  the 
name  of  her  feducer  was  not  divulged  ; 
but  feveral  circumftances  attending  her 

brother's 
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brother's  death  fo  exactly  correfponded 
with  the  duel  between  Lord  Glanville 
and  Captain  Aubrey,  that  Mr.  Brudeneli 
was  foon  led  to  fufpect  that  that  noble- 
man muft  be  the  anceftor  of  his  little 
charge  j  and  he  lamented  that  the  proofs 
were  not  fufficiently  ftrong  to  authorife 
him  in  making  an  effort  to  reftore  his 
dear  Sophia  to  the  rights  which  fhe 
might  juftly  claim. 

I  {hall  fpeak  in  another  chapter  of  the 
principles  by  which  this  child's  education 
was  directed  ;  and  only  obferve  in  this 
place,  that  Mr.  Brudenell's  fortune  was 
fufficient  to  allow  it  to  be  conducted  on 
what  is  called  a  liberal  plan.  The  cul- 
tivation of  the  heart  and  temper  were 
chiefly  attended  to ;  yet  the  grace  of 
exterior  accomplifhments  was  not  ne- 
glected. Sophia  Herbert  was  the  idol  of 
the  fmall  but  refpectable  circle  in  which, 
fhe  moved,  and  was  early  diftinguifhed 
for  delicacy,  good  fenfe,  amiable  vivacity,, 

and 
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and  marked  propriety.  Her  filial  affec- 
tion for  her  grandfather  was  generally 
commended ;  but  the  extravagance  of 
panegyric  was  here  checked  with  an 
obfervation,  that  it  was  impoflible  not 
to  be  attached  to  fuch  a  charming  old 
man. 

Among  the  comforts  that  Providence 
kindly  fcatters  over  our  earthly  pilgrim- 
age, none  are  fuperior  to  thofe  which 
we  derive  from  feeing  the  young  mind 
on  which  we  have  beftowed  our  mod 
afliduous  attention  expand  into  the  cha- 
racter that  we  wifhed  to  form.  Mr. 
Brudenell  was  fully  fenfible  of  his  hap- 
pinefs  in  this  particular.  He  always 
looked  on  Sophia  as  the  germ  of  im- 
mortality ;  and  he  carefully  watched  the 
progrefs  of  thefe  blofibms,  which  were 
to  bear  fruit  in  the  regions  of  blifs. 
Yet,  though  her  eternal  interefh  formed 
the  principal  part  of  his  folicitude,  he 
was  not  inattentive  to  her  temporal  con* 
9  cerns. 
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cerns.  The  refult  of  his  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  private  fentiments  and  cha- 
racter of  the  Earl  of  Glanville  convinced 
him,  that  he  was  a  very  improper  per- 
fon  to  be  intruded  with  the  education  of 
any  child  who  was  not  intended  to  be 
polifhed  into  deiftical  indecifion ;  and, 
from  the  beft  motives,  he  determined 
to  refrain  from  taking  any  meafures  that 
might  ultimately  compel  him  to  abandon 
the  inftru&ion  of  Sophia,  till  her  prin- 
ciples were  fo  far  fixed,  as  to  prevent 
any  danger  of  their  being  corrupted  by 
the  fmooth  infinuations  of  infidelity. 

Affairs  were  in  this  fituation,  when 
OFaughn,  who  had  traced  Sophia  Au- 
brey's lineal  defcendant  and  reprefent- 
ative,  introduced  himfelf  to  Mr.  Brude- 
nell,  and  offered  his  afliftance  to  re- 
ilore  the  young  Lady  to  the  rights  of 
her  birth.  He  profeffed  to  be  a  fincere 
friend  to  the  injured  wife  j  but  hitherto, 
from  fome  unlucky  circumftances,  too 

much 
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much  in  the  power  of  Lord  Glanville  to 
difchafge  the  weight  that  lay  heavy  upon 
his  foul.  He  fpoke  of  the  neceffities  of 
approaching  age  5  and,  after  expatiating 
on  his  moderate  views,  declared  himfelf 
willing  to  leave  all  to  the  young  lady's 
gratitude.  There  is  a  method  of  telling 
a  tale  that  may  be  called  the  over-plau- 
fible,  and  which  is  certainly  calculated 
to  deftroy  the  effect  that  it  is  intended 
to  produce.  Mr.  Brudenell  knew  the 
world  •,  and  the  very  meafures  which 
OFaughn  took  to  perfuade  him  that  he 
was  a  credulous,  well-meaning,  unfortu- 
nate man,  convinced  this  penetrating  ob* 
ferver,  that  he  had  to  encounter  the 
wiles  of  a  thorough -paced  villain.  By 
a  feries  of  judicious  inquiries,  he  led 
OsFaughn  to  confefs,  that  he  had  been 
Sophia  Aubrey's  nuptial  father ;  and 
he  foon  difcovered  the  important  fecret, 
that  the  officiating  clergyman  was  ftill 
alive.  The  unfortunate  lady's  narra- 
tive 
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tive  of  her  own  life  fupplied  fevera-1 
clues,  of  which  O'Faughn  was  not  aware, 
refpe&ing  the  time  when  and  the  place 
where  the  ceremony  was  performed ; 
and  Mr.  Brudenell,  coolly  thanking  the 
villain  for  his  proffered  fervices,  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  already  knew  enough ; 
as  an  advertifement  in  the  newfpapers 
would  bring  on  a  complete  illuftration  of 
that  myfterious  tranfa&ion,  and  compel 
Lord  Glanville  to  acknowledge  his  grand- 
daughter, to  whom  he  knew  the  greater 
part  of  his  property  mu{t  defcendr  in 
conformity  to  the  fettlement  of  the  here- 
ditary eflate  ;  fhe  being  in  fact  the  only 
legal  heir.  I  would  here  obferve,  that 
O'Faughn  had  formerly  amufed  his  pa- 
tron with  an  aggravated  account  of 
Sophia's  imminent  danger,  from  a  de- 
fign  of  betraying  him  into  a  fecond  mar- 
riage, which  this  confummate  politician 
did  not  doubt  would  tend  to  confirm 
his  own  influence,  by  involving  the  un- 
happy 
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happy   nobleman   in  a   frefli  maze  of 
troubles. 

The  natural  feelings  of  mankind 
lead  us  to  exult  when  one  notorious 
villain  is  duped  by  a  greater  proficient 
in  deceit,  or  when  artful  iniquity  is  de- 
feated in  its  aims  by  the  Jieady  wifdom 
of  difcerning  integrity.  Like  Alnafcher 
in  the  Arabian  tale,  Mr.  O'Faughn  per- 
ceived that  he  had  kicked  down  the 
fair  edifice  of  his  future  profperity,  and 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  burn 
the  certificate,  which  he.  jufl  confidered 
as  a  draft  for  unlimited  credit,  or  to  ac- 
cept whatever  recompenfe  Mr.  Brudenell 
might  think  proper  to  propofe.  He 
preferred  the  latter  ;  and,  laying  the  im- 
portant paper  upon  the  table,  obierved, 
that  that  document  would  fave  any  far- 
ther trouble,  and  that,  he  refted  with 
confidence  on  Mr.  Brudenell's  juflice 
and  honour  for  his  own  remuneration. 

"  I  have 
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"  I  have  hitherto,"  faid  that  gentle- 
man, "  endeavoured  to  anfwer  the  de- 
mands that  have  been  made, upon  me  9 
but,  as  J  conceive  it  to  be  a  part  of  ho- 
nour to  avoid  giving  falfe  hopes,  you 
muft  allow  me,  Sir,  to  obferve,  that  this 
bufinefs  muft  undergo  a  little  inveftiga- 
tion  before  I  can  determine  to  what  your 
claims  really  amount;  and  mould  this 
affair  undergo  a  difcuflion  in  a  court  of 
jaftice,  any  pecuniary  engagements  be- 
tween you  and  me  will  wear  an  iniqui- 
tous appearance.  In  my  opinion,  your 
demands  fhould  rather  be  addrefled  to 
the  Earl  of  Glanvilie,  whofe  fecret  you 
have  for  many  years  faithfully  kept,  and, 
to  my  apprehenfron,  only  reluctantly 
and  partially  difcovered.  I  cannot  help 
obferving  alfo,  that  you  could  not  have 
the  lead  right  to,  or  honeft  intereft  in9 
this  certificate.  By  whatever  means  you 
obtained  it,  Lady  Malvern's  iflue  are  the 

perfons- 
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-perfons  to  whom  it  moft  juflly  belongs. 
To  the  contents  of  this  puffe,  Sir,  you 
are  perfectly  welcome  ;  your  exprellions 
have  led  me  to  conclude  that  you  are 
labouring  under  fome  immediate  diftrefs ; 
and  when  a  fellow-creature  can  urge  that 
plea,  I  do  not  make  a  fevere  fcrutiny 
into  his  former  conduct." 

The  claflical  reader  may  trace  a  re- 
femblance  between  OFaughn's  difap- 
pointment,  and  that  of  Ixion,  when 
angry  Jupiter  fent  the  latter  a  cloud  in- 
flead  of  the  goddefs  whom  he  prefump- 
tuoufly  expected.  His  prefent  neceffities 
had  fo  far  fubdued  his  lofty  fpirit,  that 
he  readily  pocketed  Mr.  Brudenell's 
purfe ;  but,  confidering  the  prefent 
rather  as  an  infult  than  a  favour,  he 
refigned  all  his  fullen  foul  to  the  impulfe 
of  vengeance.  He  now  found  himfelf 
in  the  fituation  of  a  fang-drawn  lion; 
and  his  mortification  was  complete,  when 
-the  next  pott  brought  him  a  mji friendly 

letter 
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letter  from  the  Earl  ofGlanville,  la- 
menting  that,   owing   to   his  frequent 
change  of  refidence,  his  welcome  fa- 
vours did  not  arrive  in  due  time;  and 
protefting,  that  he  mould  always  find 
him  mod  affectionately  inclined  to  fulfil 
all  the  claims  of  friend  {hip,  of  which 
truth  theinclofed  draft  for  one  hundred 
pounds  might  be  confidered  as  an  addi- 
tional confirmation.      His  Iordfhip  was 
fo  tender  of  his  friend's  feelings,  that 
he  forbore  to  drop  one  hint  on  the  fub- 
ject   of  extravagance,   though   he   had 
formerly  faid  fomething  on  that  head ; 
but  as  I  cannot  believe  that  this  extraor- 
dinary delicacy  proceeded  from  true  af- 
fection, I  mud   fuppofe  that  his  Iord- 
fhip thought  it  the  propereft  way  of  re- 
plying to  fome  very  ftrong  paragraphs 
in   OFaughn's   letter ;    having   always 
obferved,   that  when   two  people  mu- 
tually hate  and  fear  each  other,  the  acri- 
mony of  one  of  the  parties  always  pro- 
duces 
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duces  a  fuperabundant  flow  "  of  the  milk 
of  human  kindnefs"  from  the  other. 

If  one  particle  of  virtue  had  exifted 
in  Mr.  OFaughn's  mind,  I  mould  re- 
queft  the  good-natured  reader  to  feel 
for  his  prefent  embarraflments.  The 
labours  of  a  long  life  of  villany  fruftrated, 
by  precipitate  petulance,  in  one  fingle 
moment.  A  perfon  whom  he  might  at 
any  time  intimidate  liberated  from  his 
power,  and  himfelf  compelled  either  to 
ftarve  or  to  live  upon  the  /canty  alms 
which  Mr.  Brudeneli  had  plainly  told 
him  he  would  allow  to  his  diftreffes, 
though  he  detefted  his  conduct.  I  ara 
confcious  that  I  fpend  too  much  time  in 
defcribing  the  feelings  of  this  deteftable 
being.  I  will  therefore  briefly  ftate,  that 
he  did  not  long  furvive  the  contempt, 
obloquy,  and  inngnificance  into  which 
he  was  now  plunged.  To  a  day  fpent 
in  the  practice  of  cool,  impaflioned 
iniquity,  enfued  an  evening  of  want, 

remorfe, 
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remor fe,  and  difgrace.  He  faw  the  fun 
of  life  decline,  and  fhuddered  with  ap- 
prehenfion  at  the  idea  of  the  awful 
morning  that  would  fucceed  the  dreary 
night  of  death. 

Very  fimilar  were  the  fenfations  of 
his  partner  in  iniquity,  the  proud,  in- 
jurious Earl  of  Glanville,  when  he  re- 
ceived Mr.  BrudenelPs  firft  letter,  in- 
forming him  that  he  was  anxious  to  pre- 
fent  to  him  a  grand-daughter  worthy  of 
his  fondeft  affection,  whofe  full  title  to 
his  fortune  could  be  proved  by  the  clearejl 
evidence.  Though  very  little  was  faid 
of  OFaughn's  agency,  the  Earl's  fears 
anticipated  that  fa6t ;  and  his  terror  was 
increafed  by  perceiving,  from  the  ftyle 
of  the  letter,  that  Mr.  Brudenell  was  a 
man  whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  dupe*, 
and  impofflble  to  corrupt. 

Being,  however,  determined  to  grafp 

-at  every  fhadow  of  hope,  his  lordihip, 

in  his  anfwer,  indicated  a  polite  furprife 

6  at 
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at  being  addreffed  on  the  fubjecl:  on 
which  Mr.  Brudenell  had  done  him  the 
honour  to  enter  into  a  correfpondence. 
He  flourifhed  with  amazing  addrefs  on. 
the  blefling  of  an  unfpotted  reputation, 
and  mentioned  it  as  a  fad,  exceedingly- 
well  known  in  the  world,  that  Lady- 
Caroline  Glanville  was  his  only  legiti- 
mate child.  He  exprefTed  full  confi- 
dence in  Mr.  Brudenell's  honour  and 
veracity;  but  gently  intimated,  that 
characters  who  were  above  deception 
themfelves  were  mod  eafily  made  the 
tools  of  artful  villains,  who  carried  on 
their  nefarious  deligns  againfl  the  peace 
of  fociety  principally  by  arming  one 
worthy  perfon  in  oppofition  to  another. 
After  hinting  that  it  was  not  a  fafe 
amufement  to  fport  with  the  reputation 
and  feelings  of  a  man  of  eminent  rank 
and  unblemiihed  honour,  he  concluded 
with  the  threefold  fubfcviption,  that  he 
vol.  ir.  d  was 
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was  Mr.  Brudenell's  faithful  friend,  and 
very  devoted  and  obedient  fervant. 

Mr.  Brudenell  knew  more  of  Euro- 
pean manners  than  the  ambaflador  of 
Bantam,  and  confequently  afligned  the 
proper  interpretation  to  this  confufed 
mafs  of  intimidation  and  civility.  His 
anfwer  ran  in  the  following  ftyle : 

"  To  the  Earl  of  Glanville. 

"  My  Lord, 

<c  When  I  folicited  the  honour  of 
your  lordfhip's  correfpondence,  I  wifhed 
not  only  to  perform  an  act  of  juftice  to 
a  very  amiable  young  lady  ;  but  alfo  to 
exonerate  your  mind  from  thofe  painful 
feelings  which  rauft  ever  be  incident  to 
the  confcious  neglect  of  a  pofitive  duty. 

"  I  claim  no  exemption  from  human 
errors,  and  can  recollect  many  inftances 
in  which  my  conduct  has  been  influenced 
by  that  credulity  which  you  are  pleafed 

to 
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to  confider  as  an  inherent  part  of  my 
character.  But  former  miftakes  can 
have  no  weight  in  this  particular  cafe, 
where  my  opinion  is  borne  out  by  Jlub~ 
born  faffs,  by  fuch  full,  clear,  and  de- 
ceive teftimony,  as  any  court  of  juftice 
would  approve.  Though  /  can  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  event  of  a  trial 
that  cannot  affect  either  my  character, 
or  my  fortune,  I  confefs  it  would  be 
repugnant  to  my  feelings  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  what  many  may  confider  as 
a  vindictive  meafure;  and  I  wifh  my 
young  charge  to  owe  every  thing  to  your 
lordfhip's  kindnefs,  and  nothing  to  your 
fears. 

"  The  fads  which  I  can  eflablifh  are 
thefe.  Your  lordfhip,  in  the  autumn 
of  1752,  gave  a  promife  of  marriage  to 
a  young  woman  of  Oxford  named 
Sophia  Aubrey.  This  promife  was  ful- 
filled in  London,  at  her  lodgings,  on  the 
third  of  October  in  that  year.  A  clergy- 
d  2  man 


u.  or  ill  lib; 
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man  of  the  church  of  England  named 
Williams  performed  the  ceremony. 
He  is  now  living,  and  ready  to  atteft 
this  circumftance  upon  oath  ;  and,  how- 
ever reluctant  your  lordfhip's  friend 
Mr.  O'Faughn  may  be  to  give  any  tefli- 
rriony  that  may  injure  your  interefts,  I 
can  prove  that  he  has  acknowledged 
being  preftnt,  and  that  he  officiated  as 
the  nuptial  father.  This  lady  furvived 
till  the  year  1779,  and  above  five  years 
after  the  date  of  your  marriage  with 
Lord  Lewfon's  daughter,  by  whom  you 
had  the  child  whom  the  world  recog- 
nizes by  the  name  of  Lady  Caroline 
Glanville. 

"  Previous  to  your  feparation  from 
your  lawful  wift,  (he  bore  you  a  fon, 
who  was  known  by  the  name  of  Henry 
Herbert,  though  he  was  in  fact  Lord 
Vifcount  Malvern,  and  heir  of  your 
earldom.  Ignorant  of  his  rank  (for  his 
8  mother 
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mother  never  divulged  the  melancholy 
fecret  which  (he  had  promifed  you  to 
keep),  he  entered  inta  the  army,  and 
perifhed  in  America,  leaving  by  his  wife 
(my  only  daughter,  who  died  a  few 
months  before  him)  the  child  whom  I 
am  defifous  of  reftoring  to  the  rights  0/ 
her  birth. 

"  I  am  well  aware,  my  lord,  that  a 
profecution  of  thofe  rights  mip,ht  lead 
to  circumftances  extremely  painful  to 
yourfelf,  and  injurious  to  the  interefts 
of  the  lady  who  now  confiders  herfelf 
as  fiole  heirefs  of  your  fortunes.  As  I 
am  puifuing  j  11ft ice?  not  vengeance \  I 
fhail  be  willing  to  lirten  to  any  reafon- 
able  terms  of  accommodation.  But 
your  lordfhip  mud  allow  me  to  hint, 
that  the  flyle  which  you  thought  proper 
to  adopt  in  your  lafl:  letter  is  not  likely 
to  expedite  that  defirable  event.  I  will 
not,  however,  take  advantage  of  what 
03  I  con- 
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I  confider  to  be  the  ebullition  of  fur- 
prize  and  rtfentment.  I  will  wait  for 
the  refult  of  a  cooler  moment,  before  I 
purfue  any  decifive  fleps ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  I  have  the  honour  to  re- 
main 

"  Your  lord  (hip'sm  oft  obedient  fervant, 

"  Anthony  Brudinell." 

In  his  reply,  Lord  Glanville  touched 
a  little  ugon  the  pathetic.  He  lamented 
that  an  error,  the  only  deviation  from 
moral  rectitude  with  which  his  memory 
could  charge  him,  fhould  be  attended 
with  fuch  lalting  inconveniencies,  as  even 
to  threaten  his  declining  age  with  the 
mod:  grievous  calamities.  He  very  feel- 
ingly affirmed,  that  his  few  hours  of  re- 
pofe  were  abridged  by  Mr.  Brudenell's 
cruel  letter  ;  and  he  affected  the  utmoft 
aftonifhment  at  hearing  that  his  con- 
nexion with  JVIifs  Aubrey  qould  be  fo 

diu 
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difguifed  as  even  to  affume  the  (hape  of 
a  kgal  marriage.  He  called  the  Supreme 
Being  to  witnefs  that  he  never  had  the 
fmalleit  intention  of  contracting  fuch 
an  engagement  with  her  j  and  he 
avowed  his  determination  to  fcrutinize 
Mr.  Brudenell's  certificates  with  trie 
utmoft  care,  as  foon  as  he  returned  to 
England ;  being  perfuaded  that  he  mould 
foon  difcover  the  frauds  which  had  im- 
pofed  on  that  gentleman's  unfufpecting 
credulity.  Lord  Glanville  then  pro- 
ceeded to  fay,  that,  as  he  had  directed 
his  conduct  by  principles 

u  Beyond  the  nVd  and  fettled  rule* 

•*  Of  vice  and  virtue  in  the  fchools  j 

*'  Beyond  the  letter  of  the  law, 

4(  Which  keeps  the  vulgar  mind  in  awe;*' 

he  was  ready  to  make  a  handfome  pro- 
vifion  for  the  defcendant  of  a  very  artful 
woman,  whofe  blandifhments  had,  he 
acknowledged,  feduced  him  from  the 
d  4  narrow 
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narrow  path  of  duty  ;  and  he  felt  more 
inclined  to  this  aft  of  generofity,  as  the 
object  of  it  had  received  a  correct  educa- 
tion, and  bore  a  mofl  amiable  character. 
He  would,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  pre- 
fent  Mr.  Brudenell  with  ten  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  ufe  of  his  young  charge  j 
and,  as  he  had  not  the  lead  doubt  of  this 
offer  being  accepted,  he  would  imme- 
diately write  to  his  folicitor  to  prepare 
legal  fecurities.  In  return  for  what  he 
knew  Mr.  Brudenell  mull:  think  very 
liberal  treatment,  he  only  requefted  pri- 
vacy ;  it  being  the  firft  wifh  of  his  heart 
to  pafs  through  life  unnoticed,  and  to 
avoid  that  eclat  which  generally  follows 
munificent  actions. 

Mr.  Brudenell's  reply  was  fhort  and 
figniflcant.  He  obferved,  that  Mifs 
Glanville  claimed  juflih  from  her  grand- 
father ;  generofity,  therefore,  was  out  of 
the  queftion.     In  regard  to  any  impofi- 

tions 
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tions  having  been  practifed  upon  him- 
felf,  the  tale  that  he  had  heard  was  too 
unvarnifhed,  and  the  evidence  too 
clofe,  to  admit  of  any  evafion  ;  and  he 
could  affure  Lord  Glanville,  that  it 
was  •  himfelf  who  was  deceived  if  he  fup- 
pofed  that  he  had  only  been  united  to 
Mifs  Aubrey  by  a  fictitious  marriage* 
"  As  to  the  character  of  that  ill-fated 
lady,"  continued  Mr.  Brudenell,  **  I 
witneffed  her  fufFerings,  her  meeknefs, 
her  prudence,  and  her  piety,  for  near 
twenty  years ;  and  I  am  always  inclined 
to  believe,  that  thofe  who  can  thus  fuf- 
tain  calamity  mud  have  been  guided 
through  life  by  fettled  principles,  totally 
irreconcileable  with  your  defcription  of 
Mifs  Aubrey's  early  conduct.  But,  my 
lord,  /  am  not  authorized  to  require 
from  you  that  account  which  you  mud 
one  day  give  of  your  part  in  this  affair. 
I  only  call  upon  you  to  do  juftice  to 
her  pofterity;  and  believe  me  when  I 
d  5  tell 
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tell  you,  that  as  foon  as  you  have  fum- 
moned  the  virtuous  refolution  to  com- 
ply with  my  demands,  you  will  find 
your  bofom  relieved  from  a  weight  of 
infupportable  anguifh.  Your  remorfe 
for  your  early  deviations  from  the  path 
of  duty  cannot  now  affect  your  wife,  or 
your  fon.  They  are  gone  to  a  flate 
where  cruelty  never  can  afflict,  nor  re« 
pentance  foothe,  the  difembodied  fpirit* 
Your  penitence  can  only  be  (hewn  by 
your  conduct  to  their  living  reprefenta- 
tive,  who  is  alfo  the  only  furviving  re- 
lation of  Captain  Aubrey." 

Mr.  Brudenell  then  proceeded  to  fay 
that  though  the  fum  which  his  lordfhip 
had  offered  was  adequate  to  all  Mifs 
Glanville's  prefent  expectations ;  (till,  as 
it  was  far  beneath  her  juft  rights  j  as  it 
was  given  rather  as  matter  of  favour 
than  in  compliance  with  juit  claims.; 
and,  above  all,  as  it  was  to  be  purchafed 

by 
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by  her  confenting  to  conceal  her  birth, 
he  muft  fteadily  refufe  every  compromife 
that  did  not  do  juflice  to  his  countefs^s 
memory  ;  and  unlefs  the  next  letter  was 
more  fatisfaclory,  he  mould  feel  himfelf 
compelled  to  indict  his  lordmip  for  a 
criminal  breach  of  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  reader  with 
more  of  this  detailed  account,  Suffice 
it  to  fay,  that,  hunted  out  of  every  eva- 
fion,  Lord  Glanviile  was  forced  to  fend 
over  a  written  acknowledgement  of  his 
marriage  to  Mifs  Aubrey,  and  of  the 
legitimacy  of  her  fon,  as  the  only  means 
of  deterring  Mr.  Brudenell  from  com- 
mencing a  profecution.  It  was,  how- 
ever, agreed  that,  to  preferve  him  from 
any  attack  from  the  Lewfon  family 
on  account  of  his  fecond  marriage  with 
Lady  Caroline,  Mifs  Glanville's  birth 
fhouid  not  be  openly  acknowledged,  but 
that  (he  fhouid  ftill  be  known  by  the 
d  6  name 
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name   of  Herbert  during  his  lordfhip's 
life. 

Mr.  Brudenell  fmcerely  rejoiced  that 
he  was  permitted  to  retain  the  guardian- 
fliip  of  his  young  charge,  as  his  lordfhip 
was  nowife  impatient  to  embrace  this 
addition  to  his  family.  It  was  the  wifh 
of  this  pious  paftor  to  ftrengthen  the 
mind  of  Sophia  with  the  pure  principles 
of  religion,  and  to  prepare  her  for  the 
trials  which  thofe  principles  would  un- 
dergo, when  fhe  mould  remove  from 
the  fafe  fhelter  of  elegant  lettered  pri- 
vacy into  the  turmoil  of  the  great  world. 
Confidering  her  as  likely  to  be  affailed 
by  the  fhafts  of  deifm,  or  feduced  by  the 
fyren  fnares  of  gay  indifference,  he  in- 
culcated early  habits  of  piety,  and  built 
that  piety  on  a  clear  conception  of  the 
tenets  on  which  her  faith  was  founded. 
But,  as  Mr.  Brudenell's  fyftem  may  be 
bed  explained  by  detailing  the  converfa- 
tion  that  took  place  between  him  and 

his 
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his  grand-daughter,  when  her  introduc- 
tion at  Glanville  cattle  was  finally  re- 
folved  upon,  I  will  appropriate  an  entire 
chapter  to  this  fubject ;  premifing,  that 
my  readers  mud  prepare  themfelves  to 
meet  with  old  maxims,  rather  than  new 
ideas,  on  this  fafhionable  fubjec~t  of 
literary  inquiry. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

Mrs.  Prudentia  throws  down  the  Gaunt- 
let of  Controverfy  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
defends  what  former  Ages  confidered  as 
moft  valuable  and  moft  wife* 

In  conformity  with  the  arrangements 
that  had  previously  taken  place  between 
Lord  Glanville  and  Mr.  Brudenell7 
Sophia's  introduction  to  his  lordfhip 
was  to  be  deferred  till  his  return  to 
England  ,  and  I  cannot  remark,  that 
his  great  impatience  to  "  fee  this  rifing 
honour  of  his  blood"  accelerated  that 
event.  Indeed,  after  the  earl's  return, 
many  circumftances  unhappily  occurred 
to  poiipone  what,,  with  more  politenefs 
than  fincerity,  he  termed  the  much- 
10  defired 
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defired  pleafure.  Sometimes  his  houfe 
was  quite  full  of  common-place  com- 
pany, fometimes  he  was  ftretched  upon 
the  rack  of  bufinefs,  at  other  times  his 
nerves  were  unftrung  and  his-  mind  out 
of  tune. 

The  time,  however,  will  at  length  ar- 
rive, when  every  fubterfuge  mud  be 
exhaufted ;  and  the  amiable  Sophia-, 
with  fearful  anxiety,  faw  herfelf  on  the 
eve  of  a  moft  important  change,  that 
would  probably  give  a  colour  to  her 
future  life.  From  the  grand  daughter 
of  a  dignified  clergyman,  who  had  fcr 
fome  years  retired  from  the  bufy  fcenes 
of  public  life  to  his  parochial  refidence, 
fhe  was  to  confider  herfelf  as  the  heirefs 
of  an  earldom's  wealth ;  from  elegant 
fufficiency,  fhe  was  now  to  habituate 
herfelf  to  unbounded  opulence  ;  fhe  was 
to  pafs  from  fludy,  contemplation,  and 
the  knowledge  of  herfelf,  to  the  eternal 
buftle  of  laborious  idlenefs }  from  the 

con- 
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confcioufnefs  of  duty,  confined  to  a  nar- 
row but  clearly  dinned  path,  to  that 
variety  of  claims,  and  thofe  jarring  in- 
terefts,  which  frequently  defeat  the 
"  genuine  fchemes  of  defective  virtue/5 
and  fhipwreck  all  the  hopes  that  are  not 
founded  on  the  Rock  of  Ages. 

I  mud  premife,  that  Sophia  had  more 
than  completed  her  twentieth  year.  She 
had  feen  enough  of  the  great  world  to 
appreciate  its  real  worth  \  fhe  was  paf- 
fionately  fond  of  Mr.  Brudenell,  and 
devoted  to  reflection  and  tranquil  amufe- 
ments.  All  thefe  obfervations  are  in- 
tended to  qualify  my  reader's  aftonifh- 
ment,  when  I  inform  them  that  (he  was 
terrified  at  the  profpects  which  now 
awaited  her.  She  not  only  vifited  with 
regret  her  beloved  flowers,  and  every 
rural  walk  to  which  fhe  was  attached, 
but  fhe  alfo  dropped  a  tear  at  parting 
with  the  aged  paupers  who  were  her 
pensioners  j  and   her  laft  vifits  to  the 

benevolent 
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benevolent  inftitutions  by  which  (he  had 
improved  her  native  village,  were  em- 
bittered by  the  fad  reflection  that  (he 
Should  never  more  fee  eyes  fo  difpofed 
to  welcome  her  approach  with  undif- 
guifed  attachment,  or  to  lament  her  ab- 
fence  with  fuch  unfeigned  forrow. 

"  You  have  convinced  me,"  faid  fhe 
to  Mr.  Brudenell  on  the  lad  evening 
which  they  fpent  together  in  the  parlour 
at  the  rectory,  "  that  Lord  Glanville 
has  a  claim  upon  my  duty  equal  to  your- 
felf;  and  that  I  ought  to  endeavour 
to  adminifter  relief  to  his  tortured 
mind,  and  alfo  to  prepare  myfelf 
for  the  ftation  which  I  may  one  day 
fill,  by  acquiring  its  habits  and  difcover- 
ing  irs  occupations  and  duties.  I  ac- 
quiefce,  my  dear  fir ;  my  reafon  is  in- 
deed convinced,  but  my  heart  is  refrac- 
tory. I  fear  myfelf  when  I  am  removed 
from  your  judicious  eye.  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  I  cannot  forget  Lord  Glan- 

ville's 
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ville's  cruel  condutt.  I  dread  his  dark 
machinations,  I  deteft  his  hypocrify. 
"When  I  do  right,  you  reward  me  with 
your  fmiles ;  when  I  err,  your  frank 
reproof  at  once  convinces  me  of  my 
fault  and  renews  my  felf-confidence. 
But  how  (hall  I  interpret  the  fmiles  and 
frowns  of  a  profeiTed  diiTembler  ?  Lady 
Caroline  too,  a  wit  and  a  deift,  yet  en- 
gaging  even  in  her  errors,  frank,  lively, 
and  eccentric-  O  dear  grand-papa ! 
how  different  muft  (he  be  from  thofe 
friends  to  whom  I  could  open  my  whole 
heart !  with  whom  I  could  be  grave  or 
gay,  whimfical  or  ferious,  without  fear 
of  having  my  defigns  mifconftrued  i  I 
might  rather  fay,  fecure  either  of  paiTing 
without  minute  obfervation,  or  of  con- 
firming partial  affection.  I  will  not  talk 
of  the  holt  of  evils  that  my  fears  have 
conjured  up  \  of  profeiled  wits  without 
common  fenfe,  of  toplings  refined,  into 
i&fipidity,  of  boors  brutalized  into  mod 

agree* 
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agreeable  creatures,  of  female  darners 
loft  to  all  fenfe  of  fhame,  or  titled  fwin- 
dlers  who  have  forgotten  all  principles 
of  honefty.  O  my  beft  friend  !  what 
will  your  poor  Sophia  do  among  thefe 
nondefcript  animals  ?" 

"  I  fee,"  returned  Mr.  Brudenell, 
"  that  your  regret  at  leaving  us  has  in- 
duced you  to  aft  like  a  child  who  dreffes 
up  a  fpe&re  and  is  then  terrified  at  its 
own  fabrication.  The  beings  that  you 
have  defcribed  are  indeed  oftener  found 
in  high  life  than  in  the  lower  orders  of 
fociety.  It  is  their  fphere,  their  proper 
place  of  action  ;  and  we  fhould  no  more 
wonder  at  their  germinating  there,  than 
at  finding  fhrews  at  Billingfgate,  or  pick- 
pockets in  St.  Giles's.  But  remember, 
Sophia,  the  rich  ioil  that  gives  birth  to 
thefe  fungi  alfo  brings  forth  the  mod 
choice  productions.  If  you  are  often 
annoyed  by  knaves  and  fools  in  ermine, 

you 
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you  will  frequently  find  more  polifhed 
manners,  more  enlightened  views,  and, 
let  me  add,  fuperior  dignity  of  character 
and  fierling  worth.  For  remember,  the 
virtue  that  can  refift  the  allurements  of 
profperity  belongs  to  the  higher  clafs 
of  angelic  orders.  No  object  is  more 
grateful  to  the  reflecting  mind,  than  a 
good  man  irradiating  the  ample  fphere 
of  greatnefs.  Beware,  Sophia,  of  yield- 
ing to  the  common  error  of  thefe  queru* 
lous  times.  It  is  now  the  aim  of  too 
many  popular  writers,  to  feaft  the  fpleert 
of  the  lower  orders,  by  exhibiting  mod 
degrading  and  falfe  pictures ot  trie  iuperior 
clafles.  T'efe  people  ieem  tomakepoverty 
apaffportto  heaven;  but  let  us  remember, 
that  the  poor  have  their  duties  as  well  as 
the  rich,  the  great  as  well  as  the  fmall ; 
fo  alfo  has  the  middle  Ration,  which  we 
ufed  to  deem  the  fafefl  becaufe  expofed 
to  feweft  temptations.   My  fentiments  on 

thii 
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this  laft  point,  however,  have  changed, 
fince  I  have  of  late  years  perceived  that 
the  manners  of  this  very  valuable  clafs 
of  fociety  have  deviated  from  the  charm- 
ing fimplicity  of  fober  conduct,  that  they 
affect,  a  falfe  polifh,  and  imitate  at  leafi 
the   vices   and    follies    of  thofe  higher 
ranks  whom  they  affect   to  defpife.     So 
great  is  the  revolution  that  has  taken 
pkce  in  my  memory  in  this  portion  of 
my  fellow  fubjecls,  that  I  am  fearful  our 
immediate  defendants  will  feek  for  ex- 
amples of  the  modeft  virtues,  ceconomy, 
prudence,  perfeverance,  temperance,  and 
fortitude    among    that    great    world  of 
which  you  have  formed  fuch  a  tremen- 
dous idea.     Perhaps,  too,  the  manfion 
of  the  nobleman  may  be  the  laft  refi- 
dence  of  religion ;  for   how   fddom  do 
we  now  hear  her  voice   in  the  Lbbath- 
haunts  of  the  merchant,  the  tiadefman, 
the  opulent  manufacturer,  or  the  pro- 
fefTionai  character  !  Who  is  there  in  the 

above 
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above  defcription  that  retains  the  ferlous 
piety  which  their  forefathers  found  to 
be  not  only  their  bed  defence  from 
temptation,  but  the  enviable  privilege 
of  mediocrity  ? 

"  I  do  not  digrefs,  Sophia.     I  wifh 
you  to  be  reconciled  to  the  rank  of  life 
to  which    you   were  born,     I  have  la- 
boured to  reftore  you  to  it,  in  the  hope 
that  you  will   "  be   a  burning  and  a 
mining  light,"  even  in  the  midft  of  an 
evil  world.     Let  your  foul  rife  to  the 
performance   of  the    extenfive    duties 
which  your  fituation  requires.     I  have 
a  firm  perfuafion  that  you  will  thus  act ; 
for  you  pofTefs  one  invaluable  advantage 
which  the  nobility  of  this  kingdom  often 
want,  you  have  been  regularly  educated 
as  a  Christian. 

xt  It  is  my  opinion,  that  our  moft  valu- 
able virtues  have  been  much  injured  by 
our  becoming  too  fpeculative  and  re- 
fined. 
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fined.  What  mother,  I  mean  what  con- 
fcientious  mother,  of  common  abilities, 
who  reads  one  of  our  finely  woven  dif- 
fufe  fyftems  of  inflru&ion,  but  mufb 
tremble  at  the  complex  office  in  which 
fhe  is  going  to  engage,  where  (he  firft 
takes  her  little  one  on  her  knee,  and  en- 
deavours to  inflil  the  elements  of  know- 
ledge, or  the  rudiments  of  principle  ? 
Alarmed  by  a  terrific  aflemblage  of  me- 
taphyseal terms  \  puzzled  by  rules  for 
forming  habits  of  virtue  and  preventing 
adventitious  vices  or  indifcretions,  by 
removing  him  out  of  the  reach  of  im- 
propriety, or  by  leaving  him  to  fufFer 
the  natural  confequences  of  his  faults ; 
bewildered  by  pofitive  afTurances,  that 
obftinacy  may  be  rendered  indelible  by 
one  inftance  of  injudicious  oppofition, 
that  character  entirely  depends  on  early 
combinations,  and  that  the  ties  of  na- 
ture are  nonentities  m7  feverely  prohibited 

from 
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from  enforcing  the  experience  of  others, 
or  from  directing  the  infant  mind,  left 
me  fhould  inculcate  incurable  prejudices  ; 
I  think  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  that  a 
confcientious  mother  will  fhrink  from 
fuch  an  awful  refponfibility,  and  rather 
relinquifh  the  inftruction  of  her  child, 
than  attempt  to  learn  the  abftrufe  fcience 
of  rational  education. 

"  Blefled  be  heaven,  Sophia,  the  paren- 
tal duty  is  not  fo  complex  !  Let  us  early 
bring  our  young  ones  to  the  knowledge 
of  their  Redeemer  ;  and  the  reft  of  our 
labours  will  not  only  be  capable  of  clear 
definition,  but  eafy  in  practice.  I  never 
puzzled  you  with  abftrufe  inquiries  into 
the  nature  of  truth  ;  but  I  taught  you, 
that  without  this  quality  you  could  not 
hope  to  appear  with  joy  in  the  prefence 
of  its  divine  Author.  I  did  not  build 
your  virtues  on  a  total  feclufion  from 
all  bad  examples ;  for  I  know  that  hu- 
man 
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•man  nature  is  frail,  that  the  bed  o£  us 
tranfgrefs ;  and  I  never  yet  found  any 
perfect,  beings  to  place  around  you.  You 
faw  my  infirmities;  how  could  I  conceal 
them  from  my  conflant  companion  ?  I 
did  not  lay  traps  for  your  integrity,  by 
affecting  to  glofs  over  my  errors  with 
fpecious  excufes ;  but  I  frankly  confeffed 
the  faults  of  my  nature,  and  owned  that 
I  was  finite,  finfui  man.  I  taught  you 
to  fubdue  your  evil  propensities,  not  by 
charging  them  to  the  miftakes  of  your 
inftru&ors,  not  by  pointing  out  the 
natural  ill-confequences  that  would  flow 
from  fuch  faults,  not  by  urging  the  un- 
favourable opinion  which  the  world 
would  form  of  your  character:  I  ad- 
mitted, indeed,  fome  of  thefe  confedera- 
tions as  fecondary  motives  to  praife- 
worthy  exertions ;  but  I  founded  your 
moral  rectitude  on  the  principle,  that  no 
good  deed  would  go  without  its  reward, 
vol.  11.  e  nor 
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nor  any  premeditated,  unrepented  fin 
without  its  future  punifhment.  I  told 
you  that  there  were  degrees  of  glory  ; 
and  that  the  more  confpicuous  your 
worth,  the  brighter  would  be  your  dia- 
dem. I  did  not  invigorate  your  paflions, 
nor  did  I  attempt  to  eradicate  them  ; 
but  I  (trove  to  render  them  the  allies  of 
religion.  By  inculcating  the  doctrine 
of  divine  omniprefence,  I  gave  you  a 
rule  of  action  infinitely  more  valuable 
than  all  that  philoPophy  ever  framed  j  a 
rule  that  will  regulate  your  reflections 
when  you  are  in  your  clofet,  that  will 
infpire  you  with  virtuous  fmgularity 
when  a  multitude  would  draw  you  into 
evil,  that  will  teach  you  jultice  to  the 
meanejl  individual,  and  will  give  you 
fortitude  and  confiftency  before  the 
proudefl:  earthly  tyrant.  Shew,  me  any 
other  icheme  of  tuition  that  can  fupply 
fuch  an  antidote  againft  evil,  or  fuch  a 
prefervative  of  innocence. 

"  Your 
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"  Your  views  of  your  fellow- creatures, 
Sophia,  were  guided  by  the  fame  ad- 
mirable fyftem  ;  and  the  experience  of 
pad  ages  proves,  that  it  was  framed  with 
the  deeped  infight  into  our  natures. 
Suppofing  that  I  could  have  guarded 
you  from  the  contact,  or  rather  the  per- 
ception of  human  infirmity  in  early  life, 
that  I  could  have  furrounded  you  with 
nothing  but  what  was  wife  and  com- 
mendable, and  convinced  you  (ah,  what 
contradictious  prefumption  !)  that  I  was 
a  perfecl  mortal,  how  could  I  have  for- 
tified your  feeling  heart  againd  the  pangs 
and  difappointments  to  which  a  more 
extenfive  view  of  life  and  manners  mud 
have  expoied  you  ?  Suppofe  I  had  taught 
you,  that  virtue  is  ihe/ure  road  to  tem- 
poral happinefs,  that  actions  have  a  na- 
tural invariable  confequence,  that,  truth 
always  prevails,  that  characters  are  uni- 
form, and  that  good  intentions  zxefure 
to  produce  laudable  effects,  how  would 
e  2  your 
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your  faith  have  been  daggered  when  you 
firft  met  with  a  worthy  perfon  in  diftrefs, 
when  you  faw  events  fpringing  from 
caufes  which  no  human  prefcience  could 
forefee,  while  the  plans  of  profound  wif- 
dom  were  fruftrated  by  minute  trifling 
occurrences !  Should  you  have  been  able 
to  command  your  refentment  when  you 
heard  truth  overborne  by  calumny,  when 
you  faw  the  good  man  deviate  from  his 
integrity,  or  when  you  perceived  your 
originally  pure  defigns  warped  by  paf- 
fion,  till  you  encftd  in  error  what  you 
commenced  in  reclitude?  If  I  had  never 
told  you  any  thing  of  the  depravity, 
weaknefs,  and  final  deftination  of  man, 
how  could  you  have  reconciled  this  view 
of  life  with  the  wifdom,  juftice,  and 
goodnefs  of  an  Almighty  Deity  ? 

"  I  have  always  told  you,  my  child, 
that  we  are  heirs  of  fin  and  forrow ; 
that  we  muft  guard  againft  the  former, 
and  fubmit  to  the  latter,  as  the  juft  pu- 

nifhment 
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nifhment  not  only  of  natural  frailty,  but 
of  wilful  offence.  Do  you  now  regret 
the  tears  that  I  fuffered  you  to-  (bed 
over  your  old  nurfo  Hannah  Willis  ? 
I  know  my  neighbours  blamed  me. 
You  were  too  young,  they  faid,  to  be 
acquainted  with  grief;  a  fick  bed  was  a 
dif^ufting  object  to  a  child,  and  death 
would  terrify  you.  If  my  tendernefs 
coulJ  have  preferved  you  from  forrow, 
fkknefs,  and  death,  I  would  have  kept 
my  darling  from  contemplating  thofe 
awful  objects  in  the  more  remote  per- 
fon  of  a  faithful  domeflic.  But  fmce 
the  next  day,  nay  the  next  moment, 
might  haye  deprived  you  of  me,  fince 
even  your  own  blooming  health  and 
tender  years  were  unable  to  ward  off  the 
ftrokes  of  difeafe  or  death,  I  judged  it 
expedient  to  take  the  firfi:  proper  op- 
portunity of  mewing  you  to  what  you 
are  born.  The  deftroying  angel  had 
ftruck  our  dwelling;  and  I  refufed  to 
e  3  remove 
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remove  the  victim  that  he  had  fmitten, 
from  the  fear  that  my  Sophia's  vivacity 
fliould  fuffer  a  temporary  interruption. 
On  the  contrary,  I  took  that  opportunity 
to  initiate  you  into  the  practice  of  the 
acknowledged  duties  of  humanity.  I 
read  you  leffons  of  forbearance,  com- 
pafiion,  and  refignation  to  the  divine 
will,  in  the  example  of  a  fufferer  whom 
you  tenderly  loved.  I  permitted  you 
to  fee  death,  not  in  its  mod  tremendous 
form,  not  in  the  agonies  of  the  fepara- 
ting  moment,  nor  in  the  humiliating 
change  which  fometimes  precedes  our 
being  configned  to  our  kindred  duftj 
but  when,  recently  deferted  of  its  ccelef- 
tial  inhabitant,  our  clay-built  tenement 
appears  an  awful  but  inftructive  ruin; 
a  corrective  to  vanity,  levity,  and  li- 
centioufnefs,  and  an  excitement  to  pious 
hopes  and  falutary  reftraints.  Tell  me, 
Sophia,  do  you  think  that  I  needlefsly 
exercifed  your  feelings  ?  was  I  to  blame 

in 
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in  teaching  you  what  you  are,  and  what 
you  muft  be  ?" 

"  No,  dear  Sir,"  returned  the  young 
lady,  who  did  not  once  yawn  during 
this  long  declamation.  "  I  perfectly  re- 
collect what  I  then  felt,  and  am  con- 
vinced that  I  have  derived  infinite  ad- 
vantages from  thofe  hopes  of  immor- 
tality which  you  then  infufed.  I  felt 
that  I  would  not,  for  all  the  pleafures 
the  world  affords,  commit  an  action  the 
remembrance  of  which  would  increafe 
the  pangs  of  my  laft  moments ;  and 
that  nothing  could  be  put  in  competition 
with  the  interefts  of  that  "  fpark  of 
heavenly  flame"  that  can  never  be  ex- 
tinguifhed.  I  have  derived  the  fame  ad- 
vantage from  your  counfel  in  other  par- 
ticulars. Hitherto  I  have  walked  fafely  ; 
but  is  it  not  becaufe  I  have  been  hitherto 
guided  and  upheld  by  you  ?" 

"  My  bed  Sophia,"  anfwered   Mr. 

Brudenell,  concealing  the  grateful  tear 

e  4  which 
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which  ftarted  into  his  eye,  M  remember 
this  as  one  of  mycounfels, — perform  with 
cheerfulnefs  the  duties  which  are  re- 
quired of  you  Had  I  confulted  my 
own  inclinations,  1  mould  have  kept 
ycu  ckfe  by  my  fide,  and  enjoyed  your 
fweet  fociety  till  the  laft  moment  of  my 
exigence.  But  could  I  bzxejtr/lly  done 
this,  when  I  found  that  you  were  born 
to  a  widely-extended  fphere  of  general 
ufefulnefs  ?  I  had  formed  you  to  the 
practice  of  piety,  benevolence,  and  in- 
tegrity ;  to  whom  mould  we  wifh  the 
Glanville  fortune  to  defcend,  but  to  a 
perfon  thus  inflrucled,  and  that  perfon 
alfo  the  lawful  heirefs  ? 

"  I  mud  indulge  the  vifions  which 
my  fond  partiality  fugged s.  How  many 
thoufands  will  blefs  the  day  that  puts 
you  in  poiTeffion  of  the  rights  of  your 
anceftors.  Do  not  fufFer  your  own 
fpirits  to  be  deprefTed  by  an  apprehen- 
fion  that  your  trials  will  exceed  your 

powers 
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powers  of  refinance.  Doing  an  act  of 
juftice  to  yourfelf,  and  vindicating  the 
memory  of  your  father  and  grand- 
mother, cannot  be  called  throwing 
yourfelf  in  the  way  of  temptation.  By 
claiming  your  birthright,  you  fulfil  one 
of  the  firft  principles  of  nature;  by 
neglecting  to  do  it,  you  would,  ia 
my  opinion,  omit  a  pofitive  duty.  Do 
not,  therefore,  fpeculate  on  aidant 
contingencies,  or  remote  pofTibilities* 
Your  path  is  plain  before  you  ;  and 
while  you  continue  to  acl  as  you  oughty 
you  are  encouraged  to  hope  for  divine 
aiMance. 

"  We  do  not  choofe  our  progenitors, 
my  love  ;  and  it  would  be  ungrateful 
in  us  to  quarrel  with  thofe  whom  Pro- 
vidence: has  given  us,  The  command 
to  honour  our  parents  is  pofitive ;  and 
though  you  cannot  feel  love  or  eiteem 
for  Lord  Gianville,  you  may  afford  him 
duty.  Whaiever  provocations  he  may 
have  given  you,  they  cannot  be  greater 
£  5  than 
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than  the  power  of  Chriftian  forgivenefs. 
However  enormous  may  be  his  offences 
againft  divine  and  human  laws,  you  are 
not  called  to  execute  juftice  on  the  cul- 
prit. His  prefent  fituation  claims  your 
pity ;  for  he  is  now  wretched,  and  by 
his  miferies  affords  an  awful  inftance  of 
thofe  vifible  acts  of  divine  government 
by  which  the  Author  of  Nature  fhows 
that  he  (till  reigns  over  thofe  refractory 
rebels  who  try  to  difpi  ove  his  fupremacy. 
Your  grandfather  has  gone  on  and  pro- 
fpered  in  his  wickednefs ;  no  phyficai 
evils,  no  fudden  concuflion  of  the  ele- 
ments, no  excruciating  bodily  pains  have 
fallen  upon  him.  His  fortunes  ha.ve 
not  been  fhaken  by  political  changes  ; 
he  has  efcaped  from  the  tribunal  of 
earthly  juftice,  and  has  reached  the  pe- 
riod of  declining  life  with  "  all  his  ho- 
nours blooming  on  his  head."  Yet 
Lord  Glanville  is  wretched,  wretched 
through  the  natural  fecret  confequences 
of  his  crimes.    He  feels  the  gnawings 

of 
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of  never-ceafing  though   concealed  re- 
morfe,  and   the   loud   acclamations   of 
awakened  confcience.     He  trembles  at 
that    unknown  futurity   which    he  has 
pretended  to  deny.     He  has  exhaufted 
the  cup  of  tranfitory  pleafure,  yet  he 
wifhes  to  remain  Tipping  the  bitter  dregs 
of  joylefs  life,  being  confcious  that  he 
has  rejected  the  cordial  of  immortality. 
I  conceive,  my  dear  child,  that  I  cannot 
fupply  you  with  a  ftronger  incentive  to 
hold  fad  the  precepts  of  piety  and  in- 
tegrity, than  by  placing  before  you  fuch 
an  example  as  Lord  Glanvilie's.     His 
fmothered     anguifh    will    excite    your 
liveliefl  commiferation  ;  for  can  there  be, 
in  all  the  number  of  indigent  creatures 
whom  your  purfe  may  relieve  in  future, 
fo  calamitous  a  being  as  an  aged  infirm 
infidel,  who  fees  an  unfathomable  gulph 
beneath   him,  while  the   tottering  pin- 
nacle on  which  he  (lands  crumbles  every 
e  6  moment 
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moment  from    beneath   his   trembling 
feer?" 

Sophia  burfl  into  tears  at  this  affecting 
portrait,  and  promifed  to  remember  Mr. 
Brudenell's  injunctions,  by  adminiftering 
to  Lord  Glanville  all  the  confolation 
that  his  melancholy  fituation  required. 
She  acknowledged  that  his  prefent  date 
of  mind  muft  operate  as  a  powerful  an- 
tidote againft  the  fedu&ions  of  infidelity : 
"  But,"  added  (he,  "  are  not  my  prin- 
ciples in  greater  danger  from  the  lively 
farcafms  and  infinuating  manners  of 
Lady  Caroline  ?" 

"  I  fhould  have  dreaded  her  example 
extremely,"  refumed  Mr.  Brudenell, 
*s  if  you  had  removed  into  that  family 
before  your  principles  had  been 
fufficiently  fixed,  and  your  mind 
ftrengthened  by  having  experienced 
the  peaceful  tranquillity,  as  well  as 
the  reafonabUnefS)  of  a  religious  courfe 

of 
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of  life.  Had  you  been  educated  in  the 
fchools  of  bigotry  and  fanaticifm,  had 
you  been  taught  to  place  piety  in  rigid 
aufterity,  pharifaical  pride,  or  morufe 
fuperftition,  or  had  you  mixed  the  ge- 
nuine doctrines  of  religion  with  the  art- 
ful interpolations  of  deilgning  men,  and 
blended  the  fervice  of  the  Deity  with 
the  idolatrous  worfhip  of  a  feraphim, 
I  might  have  feared  the  effects  of  thofe 
engaging  but  perverted  taltnts ;  which, 
while  expofing  what  is  obviouily  wrong, 
will  not  with  decent  reverence  abftain 
from  calling  oblique  cenfure  on  what 
is  right. 

"  Apply  the  principles  which  I  taught 
you,  my  deareft  Sophia,  in  this  in- 
ilance,  and  all  will  be  well.  You  are 
not  called  upon  to  deny  Lady  Caroline 
the  juft  meed  of  praife  for  thofe  valu- 
able qualities  which  fhe  really  polfeifes. 
As  nothing  human  can  be  quite  perfect 
(for  then  it  would  become  angelic) ;  fo, 

again 
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again,  man  never  is  fo  depraved  as  to 
lofe   all  traits   of  original  purity,  (for 
then  he  would  become  a  devil).     We 
are   taught    to    "  render    unto    Casfar 
whatever  is  Csefar's."     Give  Lady  Ca- 
roline all  the  praife  that  her  agreeable 
talents  merit ;  but  remember,  that  the 
inferior  order  of  graces  mud  not  arro- 
gate  an    afcendancy    over    the   facred 
hierarchy    of   virtues.     Lady    Caroline 
purfues  tranfitory  and  temporal  objects  y 
your  views  are  more  diftant  and  more 
exalted.     Give  her  the  eclat  that  me  re- 
quires, allow   her    the  limited  portion 
of  exigence  to  which  her  views  are  con- 
fined j  but    beware    how   you    facrifice 
your  eternal  inheritance  to  that  laugfi 
which,   however  diftinguifhed   by  wit,, 
information,    and    fancy,   mud,   when 
directed  againft  the  venerable  form  of. 
religion,  be  efteemed    the    "  laugh  of 
fools." 

Sophia 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  8f 

Sophia  here  interrupted  Mr.  Brude- 
nell,  by  exprefling  her  fears  that  the 
circumftances  under  which  fhe  muft  be 
introduced  at  Glanville-caftle  would  pre- 
clude all  hope  of  her  being  able  to  con- 
ciliate Lady  Caroline's  good  opinion. 

u  Perhaps  nor,"  faid  he.  "  The  new 
fchool  of  morals  is  a  great  admirer  of 
fpecious  virtues  and  outre  great  actions, 
and  continually  recommends  liberality, 
generofity,  and  a  total  difregard  of  pe- 
cuniary motives.  Befide,  though  it 
would  be  wrong  to  truft  to  the  holiday 
quality  of  convenience,  we  need  not 
affirm  that  the  fophifticating  fpirit  of 
deifm  is  always  fo  a&ive  as  totally  to 
pervert  natural  qualities.  Be  prudent, 
my  love  ;  do  not  provoke  hoftility ;  re- 
member that  Lady  Caroline  has  caufe 
to  confider  you  as  an  intruder.  But  if 
her  character  btju/l/y  reprefented  to  me, 
fhe  is  lefs  difpofed  to  value  the  gifts  of 
fortune,  than  the  perfonal  appendages 

of 
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of  beauty,  wit,  and  mental  attainments. 
I  know,  Sophia,  that  you  will  not  court 
admiration*  and  that  if  you  think  Lady 
Caroline  amiable,  you  will  rather  rejoice 
at,  than  envy  her  triumphs.  Confider- 
ing  the  manner  of  her  education,  and 
her  inuation  in  life,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  me  has  acquired  fome  Angu- 
larities. If  they  be  innocent,  feem  to 
be  pleafed  with  them  ;  or  at  lead  do  not 
exafperate  her  by  a  marked  oppofition. 
Your  habits  are  fo  widely  different,  that 
your  fphere  of  action  need  not  interfere 
with  hers.  Do  you  take  the  duties,  and 
leave  to  her  the  vanities  of  an  exalted 
ftation :  you  will  divide  its  pleafures 
between  you  ;  (he  will  take  that  portion 
which  depends  upon  the  opinion  of 
others,  and  you  will  be  polTeifed  of 
what  refults  from  felf-fatisfattion.  She 
will  never  envy  you  the  commendation 
of  being  very  good  ;  and  do  you  :utTer 
her  to  take  the  lead  in  tatte,  fpnghtli- 

Refs 
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nefs,  and  all  thofe  fhining.  qualities 
which  make  up  what  is  called  ton. 
Oppofe  nothing  but  what  is  imprudent 
or  criminal  ;  and  there  let  your  oppofi- 
tion  be  mild,  but  firm  and  regular. 
Convince  her  that  you  are  neither  a 
hypocrite  nor  a  bigor,  that  you  cannot 
temporize,  and  will  not  be  milled. 
Reprove  her  follies  with  the  filent  elo- 
quence of  regular  goodnefs ;  and  I  have 
hopes,  yes,  Sophia,  I  have  more  than 
hopes,  I  have  a  joyful  confidence,  not 
only  that  your  own  virtue  will  come 
out  like  pure  gold  from  the  affayer's 
furnace,  but  that  your  example  wiil  have 
a  bleffed  effect  on  the  mind  of  a  voung 
lady  who  only  wants  better  principles 
to  be  truly  amiable.  I  am  fometimes 
emhufiaftic  enough  to  believe,  that 
Lord  Glanville's  horrors  may  be  abated 
by  your  dutiful  attentions  ;  and  that  if 
his  life  be  fpared  long  enough  to  afford 
time  for  conviction,  he  may  renounce 

his 
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his  prejudices  againft  a  religion  that 
teaches  us  to  return  good  for  evil,  and 
fupplies  uniform  rules  of  conduct  adapted 
to  every  fituation  in  life." 

I  fhall  not  apologize  for  giving  Mr, 
Brudenell's  converfation  at  full  length. 
It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  fleer  entirely 
clear  of  egotifm  ;  and  this  gentleman's 
fentiments  are  fo  exactly  like  my  own, 
that  while  I  transcribe  them,  I  feel  the 
fame  fatisfaction  as  when  I  am  indulging 
in  my  favourite  habit  of  digreflion.  My 
readers,  therefore,  had  better  prepare 
themfelves  for  a  little  more  like  the 
above  fpecimen,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
work ;  and  I  ferioufly  interdict  all  ladies 
who  are  pad  the  age  of  eighteen,  from 
ufing  the  privilege  of  fkipping,  either 
Mr.  Brudenell's  dialogues,  or  my  di- 
greflions.  I  here  allure  them,  that  they 
were  not  added  in  confequence  of  a 
remonftrance  from  my  bookfeller,  that 
my  manufcript  was  too  fcanty  ;  but  that 

they 
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they  are,  in  fact,  the  original  (lamina  of 
my  work,  without  which  my  labours 
would  lofe  all  their  intrinfic  value,  and 
be  as  much  inferior  to  the  tales  of 
Mother  Goofe,  as  I  rank  below  her  in 
the  intricacy  of  my  plots,  or  the  life  of 
wonderful  Mptdientt* 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

The  Commencement  of  a  reciprocal  At- 
tachment A  Lover  Jheivs  great  Infight 
into  his  Mi/trefs's  Characler. 

We  have  feen  Sophia  relu&antly  re- 
ceived by  Lord  Glanville,  and  welcomed 
by  Lady  Caroline  with  enthufiaftic  ge- 
nerofiry.  The  former  ftruggled  hard 
to  prefer ve  the  antipathy  which  he  was 
determined  to  entertain  againft  thofe 
whom  he  confidered  as  intruders  into 
his  family,  and  ditfurbers  of  his  repofe. 
But  notwithftanoing  the  peculiar  pene- 
tration with  which  this  nobleman  was 
endowed,  he  found  it  very  difficult  to 
difcover  any  ftrong  proofs  of  the  arro- 
gance of  the  lordly  prieft,  or  of  the  im- 
portunate 
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portunate  pertinacity  of  the  officious 
bigot  ;  yet,  being  convinced  that  thefe 
qualities  mud  form  the  outline  of  Mr. 
BrudenelPs  characler,  he  gave  him 
credit  for  extraordinary  prudence,  and 
was  almofl:  tempted  to  admire  a  man 
whom  he  believed  to  be  a  greater  adept 
in  diffimulation  than  himfelf.  I  mud, 
however,  vindicate  Lord  Glanville's  re- 
putation from  a  charge  which  only  his 
extreme  modejly  could  have  fuggefted ; 
for  certainly  the  poles  were  not  wider 
afunder  than  the  heart  and  the  counte- 
nance of  this  nobleman.  Though  it 
was  a  general  rule  with  his  intimates  to 
interpret  his  affurances  of  efteem  and 
regard  by  their  direct  contraries,  even 
this  clue  often  failed  to  difclofe  the  in- 
tricacies of  Lord  Glanville's  heart.  I 
do  not  fuppofe  that  he  had  ever  read 
the  wife  king  of  lfrael's  remark,  that 
"  foft  words  turn  away  wrath  ;"  but 
it  was  a  rule  with  his  lordfhip  to  give 

foft 
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foft  words  to  all,  except  thofe  who  were 
fo  wholly  in  his  power  that  their  wrath 
could  not  affect  him.  Not  confidering 
Mr.  Brudenell  in  this  humiliating  point 
of  view,  he  fhaped  his  behaviour  by  the 
mod  exact  rules  of  courtly  civility  ;  and 
fometimes  he  felicitated  himfelf  on  the 
conviction  that  he  really  had  erafed  all 
remembrance  of  pad  injuries,  and  per- 
fuaded  the  old  parfon  that  he  was  a 
perfectly  correff,  cr  at  leaft  a  perfectly 
reformed  character. 

With  refpect  to  Sophia,  much  againfl 
his  own  inclinations  (he  daily  acquired 
more  importance  in  his  eyes.  He  con- 
trafted  her  active  fervices,  her  uniform 
fweetnefs,  her  unaffected  wifh  to  pleafe, 
manifefted  not  on  extraordinary  occa- 
iions,  but  daily  and  hourly,  with  his 
felf-engroffed,  felf-willed,  though  at 
times  enchanting  daughter.  He  would 
"not  allow  that  Sophia's  fuperior  con- 
duct proceeded  from  a  better  fyftem  of 

education 
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education  than  his  own ;  he  only 
thought  that  Brudenell  had  met  with  a 
a  more  ductile  pupil,  or  elfe  that  Lady 
Caroline's  mind  in  fome  degree  differed 
from  that  mafs  of  fubtilized  matter 
which  conftitutes  our  intellectual  part, 
by  imbibing  particles  more  tenacious 
than  yielding  wax,  fufceptible  of  every 
impreffion.  In  thefe  conclufions  he  was, 
indeed,  unjuft  both  to  his  own  abilities 
as  a  teacher,  and  to  the  retentive  qua- 
lities of  his  difciple.  He  had  taught 
her  obftinacy,  which  he  called  fortitude  ; 
felfifhnefs,  which  he  dignified  by  the 
name  of  felf-efleem  ;  and  a  lofty  dis- 
regard for  the  opinions,  interefts,  and 
convenience  of  others,  which  in  his  vo- 
cabulary was  the  proper  distinction  of  a 
free  independent  being.  Lady  Caroline's 
character  moft  exactly  tallied  with  this 
outline ;  there  was,  indeed,  on  the  tu- 
tor's part  one  little  miflake,  in  his  omit- 
ting to  fpecify  that  the  effect  of  his  pre- 
15  cepts 
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cepts  was  not  to  appear  in  her  behaviour 
to  himfelf. 

A  man  fo  fteeped  in  guilt  as  was  Lord 
Glanville  mud  never  hope  to  enjoy  one 
unembittered  pleafure.  When  Sophia, 
with  the  fmile  of  companionate  fweet- 
nefs,  prefented  him  his  compofing 
draught,  and  in  terms  of  gentle  bene- 
volence wifhed  him  a  good-night,  her 
refemblance  of  that  injured  innocent 
whom  his  guilt  had  configned  to  a  pre- 
mature grave  prevented  him  from  en- 
joying the  balmy  blefling.  His  foiitude 
was  difturbed  by  the  mod  painful  re- 
veries ;  and,  though  his  cold  affections 
were  fometimes  fo  far  Simulated  as  to 
make  him  regard  his  grand-daughter  in 
the  light  of  a  beneficent  fpirit,  his  fancy, 
inftead  of  anticipating  future  happy  years 
endeared  by  her  mild  attentions,  fadly 
wandered  to  the  irremediable  pad,  and 
painted  the  bleffings  that  he  might  have 
enjoyed  had  he  acted  uprightly.  Thefe 
12  reflec- 
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reflections  continued  till  the  potency  of 
the  opiate  overpowered  weary  nature ; 
imagination  then,  releafed  from  the  curb 
of  reafon,  recalled  fome  of  thofe  forms 
which  had  withered  into  fhapeiefs  dud 
beneath  the  preflure  of  his  neglect,  his 
perfidy,  or  his  revenge.  Sometimes 
poor  Aubrey  flood  before  him,  with 
that  foul-harrowing  look  which  he  gave 
him  on  receiving  the  murderous  bullet 
in  his  bofom.  Sometimes  he  faw  the 
well-remembered  cherubic  countenance 
of  his  fon,  w'ho  now  appeared  ftruggling 
with  all  the  calamities  that  attend  a  de- 
ferted  orphan.  But  a  (fill  more  dread- 
ful vifion  often  appeared.  It  was  his 
injured  wife  in  the  moment  of  frenzy  ^ 
her  arms  bound,  left  they  mould  in- 
jure her  own  perfon,  her  hair  wildly 
difhevelled,  and  her  eyes  bereft  of  all 
their  foft  intelligence  ;  yet,  even  in  mad- 
nefs,  retaining  her  habits  of  piety  and 
fidelity,  and  imploring  every  beholder 
vol.  n.  f  to 
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to  pray  for  poor  Harry's  cruel  father. 
Which-ever  of  the  above  vifions  em- 
ployed the  night,  Lord  Glanville  awoke 
agitated  and  unrefrefhed  ;  fometimes  re- 
gretting that  he  yet  lived ;  fometimes 
fearing  that  dreams  might  "  difturb  the 
grave.'*  Thus,  without  any  bodily 
difeafe,  his  mind's  malady  gradually  re- 
duced his  ftrength ;  and,  though  he 
felt  himfelf  flattening  to  the  land  where 
all  things  are  forgotten,  he  could  only 
read  pity  and  forrow  in  the  countenances 
of  a  flranger  whom  he- had  attempted 
to  deceive,  and  a  near  relation  whom  he 
had  treated  with  bafenefs :  while  his 
daughter,  whom  he  really  loved,  fhe 
who  ought  to  be  his  folace  in  every 
forrow,  like  the  pried  and  the  Levite  in 
the  pathetic  parable  of  the  good  Sama- 
ritan, "  looked  at  his  diftrefs,  and  pafTed 
by  on  the  other  fide." 

It  is  poflible,  however,  that  the  filent 
attractions   of  Sophia's   virtues   would 

have 
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have  made  Lady  Caroline  a  convert,  if 
not  to  the  pleafures  at  lea  ft  to  the  pro- 
priety of  filial  duty,  if  a  powerful  paflion 
had  not  forbidden  her  feeling  any 
commiferation  for  her  unhappy  father. 
From  what  I  have  already  laid  refpecV 
ing  Mr.  Raymond,  it  may  be  guefTed 
that  her  ladyfhip  was  by  no  means  in- 
different to  the  attractions  of  that  gen- 
tleman. Now,  though,  in  fa  ft  thofe 
attractions  were  not  very  numerous  nor 
very  brilliant,  they  acquired  an  adven- 
titious importance  from  an  extraordinary 
circumftance.  Sir  John  Randolph,  at 
whofe  houfe  this  all-conquering  hero 
once  intended  to  pafs  the  fummer,  fud- 
denly  altered  his  behaviour  to  his  in- 
mate j  and,  though  Mr.  Raymond  had 
previoufly  declared  that  he  felt  himfelf 
perfectly  comfortable,  that  the  air  agreed 
with  his  health  and  fpirits,  that  Sir  John's 
table  was  almojl  as  well  fupplied  with 
wines  and  eatables  as  a  Paris  hotel,  and 
f  2  that 
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that  the  neighbouring  families  were 
aboye  the  ufual  clafs  of  country  com- 
pany, he  as  fuddenly  changed  his  tone, 
and  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  fo  con- 
foundedly bored  by  detefiablc  twaddles 9 
that  he  muft  pod  to  town  immediately. 
Doubtlefs,  Lady  Caroline  Glanville  was 
an  exception  to  the  above  fevere  cen- 
fure ;  for  he  judged  it  expedient  to 
communicate  to  her  a  flatement  of  the 
true  motives  that  had  expedited  his  de- 
parture from  Randolph-hall.  He  de- 
clared, that  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman 
would  no  longer  permit  him  to  overlook 
the  (hiking  incivility  of  his  holt  ;  and, 
as  this  change  took  place  on  the  very 
cay  that  Lord  Glanviile  had  paid  a 
morning  vifu,  there  was  but  too  much 
ground  to  fuppofe  that  his  lordfhip  had 
been  aoreffary  to  the  alteration.  Con-, 
feious  of  rectitude,  Mr.  Raymond  de- 
clared, that  he  felt  a  noble  difdain  of 
the  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  confoled 

himfelf 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  lol 

himfelf  with  knowing  that  Sir  John 
Randolph  was  the  only  gentleman  in 
England  who  would  not  prefs  his  com- 
pany for  an  indefinite  period,  and  that 
Lord  Glanvillc  was  the  only  nobleman 
who  would  have  recourfe  to  mean  ar- 
tifice to  remove  an  object  whom  he 
viewed  with  as  contemptible  jealoufy. 
His  refentments  on  this  occafion  were 
fo  warm,  that  he  fometimes  felt  tempted 
to  take  very  active  meafures;  but  the 
radiant  image  of  a  Minerva  interpofed, 
and  caft  her  impenetrable  (hield  over  the 
head  of  the  offending  tyrant.  Unable 
to  withdraw  his  attentions  from  a  fpot 
where  he  had  been  fo  often  bleiTed  with 
the  communication  of  what  he  gloried 
to  call  reciprocal  fentiments  ;  incapable 
of  difguife,  efpecially  when  he  addrelTed 
a  lady  whofe  penetration  would  inftantly 
detect  every  fubterfuge,  he  would  urt- 
bofom  hte  inmoft  foul  to  the  only  being 
f  %  whom 
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whom  he  had  ever  found  capable  of 
genuine  greatnefs  and  elevation  of  mind. 
Though  his  prefence  was  immediately 
required  in  London,  on  bufinefs  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  himfelf  and  his 
intimate  friend  Lord  Phantome,  he  had 

determined  to  flop  a  few  days  at  W , 

to  know  whether  it  was  at  Lady 
Caroline's  requeft  that  Lord  Glanville 
had  interfered  with  his  conduct.  He 
acknowledged  that  her  ladyfhip  had  a 
right  to  direct  him ;  for  he  was  ready  to 
give  his  foul  into  her  hands,  to  be  mo- 
delled as  me  thought  fit ;  and  he  fhould 
efteem  himfelf  the  happiefl  of  human 
beings  if  (he  would  deign  to  point  out 
how  he  might  prove  his  profound  devo- 
tion to  her  will.  But  as  to  any  other 
influence  he  was  invincible ;  and  he 
conjured  her  to  remember,  that,  though 
Hercules  fpun  at  the  bidding  of  On> 
phale,  flill   he  was   the  Hercules   who 

tore 
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tore  the  Nemcari  lion,  and  extinguished 
the  vital  fpark  of  the  worthlefs  Antaeus* 
In  fine,  though  wit,  fenfe,  information, 
and  beauty,  had  power  to  make  him  a 
paflive  captive,  impertinence  would  trace 
in  him  the  foul  of  a  demigod. 

I  am  afraid  that  fome  of  my  readers 
will  find  it  difficult  to  under  (land  Mr. 
Raymond's  letter ;  but  it  is  fufficient 
that  the  lady  to  whom  it  was  addreffed 
found  it  not  only  a  perfpicuous  but  an 
inimitable  compofition.  Her  father's 
viiit  to  the  Randolphs,  made  at  fuch  a 
peculiar  crifis,  and  with  profound  fe- 
crefy  too,  excited  her  warmed  indigna- 
tion againft  all  that  hofl  of  circuitous 
precautions  which  courtiers  dignify  by 
the  name  of  policy.  Now,  as  the  prin- 
ciples of  natural  juftice  require  that  the 
punifhment  of  the  offender  mould  im- 
mediately follow  the  detection  of  his  of- 
fence, Lady  Caroline  determined  to  con- 
f  4  vince- 
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vince  her  father  that  he  had  no  right  to 
impede  her  natural  liberty  ;  but  that  (he 
would  choofe  her  own  fociety,  and  ad 
without  thefmalieftregard  to  his  controul, 
snd  in  open  defiance  of  his  ilratagems. 

In  executing  this  fcheme,  prudence 
never  interpofed  to  fuggelt  that  it  was 
pofiible  that  the  means  to  which  me  had 
recourfe  to  torment  her  father  might 
eventually  embarrafs  herfeifj  nor  did 
candour  hint  the  poilibility  that  Lord 
Gianviiie  might  not  be  the  caufe  of  Sir 
John  Randolph's  inhofpitality,  as  the 
worthy  baronet,  previous  to  the  earl's 
call  had  (hewn  fyntptcms  of  being  weary 
cf  a  gucfi:  whom  he  had  invited  for  a 
few  days,  bat  whcfe  arrival  was  followed 
by  two  formidable  portmanteaus,  and  an 
immenfe  travelling  trunk,  enough  to 
intimidate  any  one  who  was  not  difpofed 
to  give  up  his  houfe  to  a  fix  months' 
refidence. .  I  believe  that  candour  and 
prudence  are  among  the  virtues  received 

into 
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into  the  new  fchool ;  but  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  having  nothing  better  than 
expedience  to  fugged,  it  was  impodible 
for  them  to  reftrain  the  uproar  of  the 
paflions ;  which  being  kept  in  no  fort  of 
controul  by  the  fuggePdons  of  duty, 
candour  determined  that  a  father  was 
very  fair  game,  and  that  it  was  lawful 
to  hunt  him  down ;  and  prudence  faw 
no  reafon  why  a  perfon  might  not  flop 
fliort  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  as  foon 
as  there  was  no  reafon  for  proceeding 
further. 

Lady  Caroline's  anfwer  to  Mr.  Ray- 
mond exprefTed  a  pointed  cenfure  of 
Lord  Glanville's  behaviour ;  and,  after 
waving  all  pretenfions  to  the  character 
of  Minerva,  which  was  at  lead  modefl9 
fhe  exprefTed  fuch  fatisfaction  in  Mr. 
Raymond's  fociety,  as  was  indeed  not 
quite  confident  with  the  attributes  of 
that  goddefs.  She  denied  hating  any 
right  to  direct  that  gentleman's  conduct^ 
f  5  yet 
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yet  declared  herfelf  pleafed  with  the 
deference  that  he  paid  to  her  judgment ; 
and,  by  expreffing  an  anxiety  for  his 
welfare,  (he  opened  the  door  to  a  clan- 
deftine  correfpondence,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  future  mifery. 

After  (he  had  finifhed  her  letter,  it 
occurred  to  Lady  Caroline  that  it  was 
replete  with  fprightly  turns  and  elegant 
allufions,  which  deferved  commendation ; 
and,  as  (lie  very  much  wifhed  to  imprefs 
Sophia  with  an  idea  of  her  exalted  ta- 
lents, fhe  was  inclined  to  (how  it,  and 
demand  her  plaudits.  She  had  almoft 
reached  the  drefling-room  with  this  de- 
fign,  when  fhe  recollected  that  Sophia 
was  a  very  odd  girl,  had  feen  little  of 
life,  and  might  probably  be  fo  fcru- 
pulous  as  to  object  to  a  private  inter- 
courfe  with  an  elegant,  interefting  young 
man.  Mr.  Raymond's  fituation  next 
preferred  itfelf  to  her  recollection,  and 

fhe 
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ihe  felt  a  deeper  fcarlet  tinge  her  cheek 
when  (lie  reflected,  that  the  only  anfwer 
the  could   give  to  any   inquiries   after 
what  he  was,  would  be,  that  he  was  a 
perfon  of  dependent,  or  rather  defperate 
fortune.    She  now  confidered  the  Italian 
princes,  German    counts,    and   French 
rnarquifes,    whom   flie  had   fucceiTively 
rejected ;  and  flie  feared   that  the  ad- 
vantages v/hich  Mr.  Raymond  poiTeiTed 
over  thofe  flighted  fwains,  if  ferioufly 
inveftigated,  mud  be  reduced  to  this  one 
propofuion,  that  Lord  Glanville  never 
had   expreffed  fuch  a  decided  diflike  on 
any  former  occafion. 

Confcious  that  Sophia's  principles  and 
motives  of  action  were  not  only  extraor- 
dinary but  deeply  rooted,  and  unwilling 
to  forfeit  her  approbation,  Lady  Caro- 
line fpared  her  new  friend  the  diftrefs  of 
improper  confidence,  and  difpatched  her 
billet  to  Raymond  through  the  inter- 
f  6  vention 
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vention  of  Mrs.  Chenille,  who  being  an 
adept  in  her  profeffion,  did  not  fail  to 
lake  advantage  of  a  wet  wafer  to  make 
herfelf  perfectly  mUirefs  of  its  contents ; 
which  with  punctual  exactnefs  (he  com- 
mitted to  paper  to  ufe  as  occafion  might 
ferve,  either  as  the  coadjutrix  of  her 
lady,  or  of  Lord  Glanville. 

Affairs  were  exactly  in  this  ftate  at 
the  caflle,  when  Lady  Fitzjohn,  fmitten 
by  that  irrefiftible  paffion  for  the  extra- 
ordinary which  now  unfettles  fo  many 
female  heads,  determined  to  give  a  fete. 
Her  motives  for  this  magnificent  under- 
taking were  not  fingular.  Sir  Peter  had 
allured  her  that  he  mud  be  announced' 
ia  the  gazette  in  a  few  months  ;  and,,  as 
butchers  and  bakers  have  fometimes  a 
very  keen  fcent  upon  fuch  occafions,  it 
would  be  proper  to  convince  them,  and 

indeed  the  whole  vicinity  of  W , 

that  the  Fi^zjohns  were  any  thing  rather 
than  bankrupts ;  and  as  to  the  expence 

of 
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of  the  bufmefs,  it  was  intended  to  be 
conducted  on  the  fmart,  rather  than  on 
the  fubftantial  fcale,  difplaying  great 
tafte,  extenfive  erudition,  and  elegant 
ceconomy. 

There  was  befide  another  reafon: 
Lord  Glanville  feemed  to  want  a  little 
ftimulation ;  and  there  could  be  no 
harm  in  (hewing  him,  that  the  fair  Me- 
lifandriania  had  very  numerous  and 
genteel  connections.  His  fallow  com- 
plexion and  profound  dejection  certainly- 
proved  him  to  be  absolutely  "  over 
boots  in  love  ;"  but  on  the  verge  of 
feventy  no  time  is  to  be  loft.  The  irre- 
folution  and  imbecility  of  age  may  blunt 
the  blind  archer's  darts ;  and  it  is  pru- 
dent to  call  in  the  accelerating  aid  of 
jealoufy,left,  as  has  fometimes  happened, 
Death  (hould  ftep  in  and  difpute  with 
Hymen  for  the  antiquated  victim.  Lady 
Fitz-John  had   the   happy  profpect   of 

being 
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being  able  to  mow  fomething  like  a 
rival ;  for  Mr.  Artremidorus  had  en- 
gaged Sir  Brouze  Harpy  to  fpend  a 
week  at  Fitzjohn  Place,  in  their  return 
from  Brighton;  and  though  beauty, 
even  when  magnified  by  an  opera- glafs, 
never  darted  one  ray  fufficiently  bright 
to  penetrate  the  cloudy  meridian  of  Sir 
Brouze's  under  (landing,  he  was  in 
fafhion,  dreffed  in  the  bed  ftyle  of 
ilovenlinefs,  and  certainly  did  look  like  a 
divine  engaging  fellow. 

Being  fometimes  vain  enough  to  hope 
that  my  lucubrations  may  furvive  the 
manners  I  defcribe,  I  think  it  neceflary 
to  (late,  for  the  information  of  the  next 
generation,  that  at  the  opening  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  a  divine  engaging 
fellow  meant  a  kind  of  compound  of  the 
monkey  and  the  bear :  by  uniting  the 
grimaces  and  mifchievoufnefs  of  the 
former,  with  the  torpid  infenfibility  and 

churlifh 
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churlifh  felfifhnefs  of  the  latter,  you 
might  (provided  you  could  boaft  a  na- 
tural flock  of  impudence)  produce  a 
dear  agreeable  creature :  that  is,  a  fome- 
thing  who  cared  for  nobody,  and  was 
good  for  nothing ;  who  could  flare  mo- 
defty  out  of  countenance,  affront  fenfi- 
bility,  outrage  politenefs,  and  do  the 
rudefl  things  with  the  mofl  unembar- 
raffed  air.  Sir  Brouze,  it  is  true,  was 
very  apt  to  get  tipfy ;  but,  if  he  could 
only  be  kept  fober,  Lady  Fitzjohn  con- 
fidered  that  he  would  be  a  great  orna- 
ment to  her  fete,  and  effectually  alarm 
the  earl;  efpeciarly  if  Melifandriania 
would  but  allow  him  to  rally  her  on 
her  likenefs  to  his  favourite  pointer, 
liften  to  his  anecdotes  of  the  turf,  and 
perform  Diana  to  his  Acleon,  by  whif- 
pering  or  romping  with  him  in  an  eafy 
itylifh  way. 

Very  fplendid  preparations  were  made 
at   Fitzjohn- Place    for  this  gala;  and 

innumerable 


112  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

innumerable  were  the  contrivances  by 
which  ignorance  and  vanity  fought  to 
cover  their  bald  pretenfions  to  tafte  and 
elegance.  The  prefiding  genius,  being 
determined  that  it  mould  be  quite  ton, 
requefted  Mr.  Pliant  to  furbifh  up  all 
his  claflical  learning,  and  give  every 
thing  a  Greek  air.  At  his  fuggeftion, 
fhe  ifiued  her  invitation  for  an  Elvftan 
petit  foupe ;  and  her  garden,  confuting 
of  a  rood  and  a  half  of  ground,  was 
fixed  upon  for  the  fcene  of  the  firft 
act.  A  Chinefe  fummer-houfe  was  new- 
named  the  palace  of  Pluto ;  and  even 
the  duck-pond  underwent  a  transform- 
ation, for  it  was  called  Lethe,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  boat,  which  fo  far  re- 
fembled  Charon's  that  it  only  admitted 
one  paflenger  at  a  time.  Pliant  himfelf 
was  to  officiate  as  ferryman,  drefled  in  a 
fur-cap  and  a  waterman's  jacket ;  and 
Mr.  Congee,  the  dancing-matter,  volun- 
teered his  fervices  \  obferving,  that  if  he 

and 
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and  his  attendant-fcraper  flood  on  the 
©ppofite  bank,  in  an  ilegant  pejjiiion^ 
playing  upon  their  kits,  they  might  be 
mifunderftood  for  Orphas  and  Amphoric 
Sir  Peter  intreated  that  he  might  be 
excufed  from  making  his  appearance  ; 
he  urged  that  he  had  no  fpirits,  and 
knew  not  how  to  fupport  any  character 
with  propriety.  ^Kis  lady  was  peremptory 
in  her  commands,  and  he  had  no  other 
alternative  than  to  abfeond  ;  which  itep, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  his  affairs,  he 
rightly  judged  would  give  rather  too 
much  celebrity  to  his  entertainment. 

I  queftion  whether  Democritus  ever 
laughed  more  vehemently  than  did  Lady 
Caroline  when  the  Fitz-John  invitation 
arrived  at  Caftle  Glaaville.  The  decora- 
tion of  the  card  firft  attracted  her  fatiric 
wit ;  and,  though  it  was  meant  for  the 
head  of  Cerberus,  me  perfifted  in  calling 
it  her  dear  friend's  profile  with  the  wig 
off.     An   Elyfian   fupper,    given   in   a 

finall 
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fmall  garden,  in  a  country  market  town, 
was  indeed  a  new  wonder  in  the  regions 
of  high-life  ;  and  Lady  Caroline  vowed 
that  nothing  but  phyfical  incapacity 
fhould  deter  her  from  enjoying  all  its 
extravagance. 

In  the  midfl  of  her  hilarity  Mr.  Bru- 
denell  had  the  courage  to  obferve,  that 
it  was  pofTible  the  mixture  of  company 
might  be  difagreeable  not  only  to  Lady 
Caroline,  but  to  Lord  Glanville.  This 
hint,  though  really  urged  in  fupport  of 
the  declining  influence  of  paternal  au- 
thority, only  fuggefted  to  this  lively 
genius  the  poflibility  of  making  the  earl 
add  to  the  ridiculoufnefs  of  the  fcene. 
Aware  of  Lady  Fitzjohn's  views,  (he 
refolved  that  the  hero  of  the  night  fhould 
not  be  abfent,  and  fhe  took  care  at  dinner 
to  communicate  the  intelligence  that  all 

the  corporation  of  W— would 

certainly  be  prefent.     She  added,  that 

they 
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they  were  violently  difpleafed  with  their 
prefent  member  for  giving  bad  dinners ; 
and  then,  apparently  changing  the  tonic, 
obferved  that  a  fpeedy  diffolution  of  par- 
liament was  very  much  talked  of.  Lord 
Glanville  was  foon  roufed  from  his  re- 
verie ;  and,  deaf  to  his  daughter's  fug- 
geflions,  that  crowded  rooms  and  late 
hours  were  very  unwholeibme,  he  re- 
folved  to  favour  Lady  Fitz-John  with 
his  company.  Mr.  Brudenell  had  no 
cynical  abhorrence  of  innocent  amufe- 
ment,  and  Sophia  readily  yielded  to 
the  impulfe  of  youth,  which  prompts  a 
fpontaneous  and  fincere  welcome  of 
fefiive  pleafures. 

It  may  be  expected,  that  the  article 
of  drefs  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
ladies ;  and  while  Sophia  was  proje&ing 
a  little  ball-room  finery,  that  would  be 
at  once  taftefully  elegant,  and  (imply 
neat,  Lady  Caroline's  whimfical  love  of 
frolic  directed  her  to  her  father's  black 

velvet 


Il6  THE    iNrlDEL    FATHER 

velvet  cap,  which,  (he  obferved,  R 
bound  on  with  a  cambric  handkerchief, 
and  decorated  with  a  hunch  of  Michael- 
mas dailies,  would  become  the  prolific 
parent  of  all  the  head-drerles  in  W-— — » 
till  fuperfeded  by  fomething  more  fan- 
taftical.  Sophia's  remonftrance  againfl 
affeded  Angularity  only  induced  Lady 
Caroline  to  contrive  whether  the  earl's 
robe-de-chambre  could  not  be  like  wife 
prefled  into  the  fervice ;  and  the  timid 
Sophia  now  trembled  at  the  idea  of 
making  her  fir  (I  debut  in  a  new  neigh- 
bourhood with  fuch  a  capricious  com- 
panion. But  her  fears  were  relieved  by 
one  of  thofe  fudden  tranfitions  to  which 
Lady  Caroline's  refolves  were  always 
fubjefr.  Her  ladylhip  appeared  in  the 
evening  in  all  the  paraphernalia  of  a 
woman  of  fafhion,  and  with  an  air  ex- 
preUive  at  once  of  her  exalted  rank,  and 
of  her  refoluticn  to  fupport  the  decorum 

it  required. 

Sophia 
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Sophia  had  no  time  to  afk  the  caufe 
of  this  revolution,  nor  of  the  equally 
remarkable  change  that  appeared  in  the 
manners,  as  well  as  the  externals  of 
her  companion,  whofe  gravity  almoft 
amounted  to  dejection.  Not  one  lively 
fally  efcaped  her,  till  the  coach  (lopped 
at  Sir  Peter's ;  and  fhe  fuffered  Mn 
Brudenell  to  lead  her  through  the  de- 
corations, without  the  leaft  change  of 
countenance.  But  as  galas,  balls,  and 
mafquerades,  have  a  pofitive  right  to 
fome  ftrong  mark  of  honorary  diftinttiona 
I  will  dedicate  an  entire  chapter  to  the 
wonders  that  immortalized  Lady  Fitz.- 
John's  entertainment. 
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CHAP.     XV. 

The  dear  Gala  defcribed,    with   a  few 
Anecdotes  of  the  Company. 

The  effect  of  the  whole  coup  d?oeiU  on 
entering    Lady  Fitzjohn's     territories, 
was    indeed    ftriking.      A    tranfparent 
painting    being    over   the  garden   g ate3 
intended  to  reprefent  the  Cumean  Sybil!; 
but,    owing    to   fame    miftake    of  the 
painter,  and  the  negligence  of  the  car- 
penter, added    to  the  evening    proving 
very  ftormy,  the  prophetic  virgin  was 
univerfally  miftaken  for  Mothtr  Sbipton^ 
and   the  introdu:lory  kick  with  which 
fhe  faluted  the  company,  was  confidered 
as  a  defigned  repetition  of  the  practical 
13  joke, 
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joke,  that  has  for  fo  many  years  appalled 
all  the  bumpkins  who  vifit  Mrs.  Sal- 
mon's royal  wax-work.  As  to  elyfium 
itfelf,  it  wore  but  a  cornfortlefs  appear- 
ance. The  garden  was  naturally  barren 
of  (hade,  and  the  boughs  of  horfe-chef- 
nut,  that  had  been  (luck  into  the  prim 
parterres  for  the  occafion,  prefented 
only  fhrivelled  leaves,  mournfully  droop- 
ing, though  perhaps  not  improper  for 
the  haunt  of  fpedres.  Mod  of  the  va- 
riegated lamps  were  extinguifhed  by 
the  wind,  which  had  alfo  blown  off  the 
flowery  wigs  with  which  her  ladyfhip 
had  decorated  the  bald  pates  of  three 
leaden  ftatues,  that  ftood  pointing  to 
the  fummer-houfe.  In  their  original 
flate  they  were  intended  for  Pan,  Nep- 
tune, and  Sir  Richard  Whittington. 
This  laft  hero,  who,  as  may  be  fuppofed, 
owed  his  elevation  folely  to  Sir  Peter's 
bad  tq/le,  was  voted  too  unlike  a  Greek 

for 
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for  this  exhibition ;  for  what  could  be 
done  with  the  magifterial  robe,  the 
roll  of  parchment,  and  above  all  with 
the  celebrated  cat,  who  with  due  regard 
to  coftume  was  ftationed  at  her  matter's 
feet.  Invention,  however,  was  Lady 
Fitzjohn's  forte ;  and  fhe  foon  con- 
trived an  oiled  paper- furtout  that  co- 
vered the  Lord  Mayor's  drapery ;  (he 
lengthened  the  parchment  roll  into  a 
tolerably  fized  club  ;  and,  by  drawing 
a  calfVlkin  over  Pufs,*  converted  her 
into  a  good  Nemean  lion,  as  (he  had 
done  her  matter  into  a  terrible  Hercules. 
I  mud  own,  however,  that  as  the  new- 
made  deity  had  no  Ciceroni  to  announce 
his  apotheofis,  miftakes  occurred  in  a 
mixt  aflembly,  who  were  not  all  com- 
pofed  of  literati ;  and  the  fon  of  Jove 
was  fometimes  called  one  of  the  Furies, 
and  fometimes  denominated  a  new  mon- 
fter  of  Lady  Fitzjohn's  own  making, 
5  though 
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though  far  the  greater  part  called  him 
the  bear  and  ragged  ftaff. 

After  fome  brief  obfervations  onthefe 
wonders,  the  company  drew  near  the 
"  filent  waters;"  but,  though  Charon 
was  very  alert  with  his  boat,  and  the 
tuneful  pair  very  harmonious  with  their 
fiddles,  no  one  chofe  to  be  ferried  over 
the  mud.  An  univerfal  fhiver  feized 
the  company,  and,  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
melody,  they  crowded  into  Pluto'3 
palace,  the  fize  of  which  was  rather  cal- 
culated for  an  affemblage  of  their  aerial 
fhadows,  than  a  mob  of  corporeal  forms. 
The  numerous  guefts,  knowing  that  they 
muft  feem  pleafed,  even  while  they  felt 
heartily  weary,  preffed  their  elbows  to 
their  fides,  and  flood  as  firmly  wedged 
as  the  famous  Macedonian  phalanx. 
Thofe  who  had  the  beft  lungs  contrived 
to  fhout  out  their  acknowledgments  to 
Lady   Fitzjohn  for    the  pleafure  they 

vol.  ii.  g  enjoyed ; 
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enjoyed ;  while  the  reft  whifpered  fome 
farcaftic  obfervations,  by  way  of  relieving 
their  own  fpleen  to  the  unfortunate  be- 
ings who  were  pinioned  near  them. 

But  fcarcely  could  the  voice  of  com- 
pliment fubdue  the  chagrin  of  poor 
Lady  Fitzjohn.  Circumftances  more 
vexatious  than  the  extinguifhed  lamps, 
the  withered  trees,  the  bald  ftatues  or 
the  kicking  Sybill,  had  happened  ;  for 
Mr.  Artremidorus  and  his  friend  had  re- 
turned from  Brighton  that  very  morn- 
ing, exceedingly  out  of  humour  with 
their  fpeculations  there,  and  determined 
to  fpoii  every  entertainment.  Having 
(talked  about  the  ball-room  in  boots 
till  they  had  rubbed  all  the  coloured 
chalks  off  the  floor,  knocked  down  the 
wreaths  of  flowers  with  their  canes,  and 
fractured  the  ftage  on  which  Orpheus 
and  Amphion,  when  no  longer  demi- 
gods, were  to  accompany  the  pipe  and 
tambourine  in  the  humble  capacity  of 

fiddlersj 
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fiddlers  ;  they  voted  that  the  thing  never 
would  do,  and  advifed  her  lady  (hip  by 
all  means  to  difpatch  exprefies  and  pre« 
vent  people  from  coming.  They  then 
retired  to  the  fupper-room,  devoured 
the  bed  eatables,  and  pelted  one  another 
with  paftry  till  they  were  tired.  After 
thefe  fatiguing  exertions  they  drowned 
their  cares  in  bumpers  of  Burgundy, 
and  dropped  afleep. 

Though  this  behaviour  was  certainly 
the  very  thing,  and  might,  if  the  vifitors 
had  been  limited    to  the  grandees  of 

W ,  have  palled  otf  as  a  good 

frolic  intended  to  mow  them  life,  Lady 
Fitzjohn  feared  that  Lord  Glanville's 
politenefs  had  fo  much  of  the  old  fchool 
in  it,  that  he  would  think  the  young 
bucks  fhowed  more  eafe  and  freedom 
in  the  above  adventure,  than  was  con- 
fident with  due  refpecl  for  a  peer  of  the 
realm,  who  had  engaged  to  honour  a 
mere  country  tradefman  with  his  pre- 
g  2  fence* 
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fence.     Abandoning  every  hope  of  play- 
ing off  her  gueit  as  a  new  fuitor  to  her 
beauteous  daughter,   all   her  folicitude 
was  engaged  by  fchemes  to  conceal  the 
Bacchanals ;  and  Melifandriania  herfelf, 
inftead   of  receiving    the   company   in 
ftate,  like  another  Proferpine,  tucked  up 
her  flowing  drapery,  and  aflified  in  ral- 
lying the  feiloons  of  flowers,  and  mar- 
(hailing  the  furviving  jellies  and  fyllabubs 
into  fome  tolerable  order.     The  head- 
clerk  who  was  to  officiate  as  groom  of 
the  chambers,  with  the  name  of  Rha- 
damanthus,   was   in  the  mean  time  as 
anxioufly  employed  in  endeavouring  to 
clear  the  fupper-room  of  dead  men  ;  but 
before  he  could  fucceed  the  firil  carriage 
drove   into  the  yard,  and  the   lighted 
flambeaus  announced  the   Randolph  li- 
very.    The   anxious   houfe  maid    now 
nifhed  in,  exclaiming,  "  Oh,  Mr.  Scrib- 
ble,  Mr.   Rhodomontade  I  mean,  the 
capitable  gentry  are  all  come,  and  you 

mull 
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mad  go  down   and  lead   them  in  di- 
rectly." 

Rhadamanthus,  who,  in  ftrict  com- 
pliance with  his  character  of  a  juft  judge, 
had  not  only  doomed  the  inebriate  pair 
to  the  cell  of  oblivion,  but  had  actually 
fupported  Artremidorus  to  his  bed- 
chamber, and  was  now  trying  his  fkill 
on  the  other  criminal  lying  fenfelefs  on 
the  floor,  could  only  haftily  confign  Sir 
Bronze  to  the  care  of  Betty,  and,  af- 
fuming  the  verger's  gown,  and  apothe- 
cary's wig,  advance  with  a  magifterial 
air  to  meet  the  company,  or  I  mould 
rather  fay  to  introduce  choice  fpirits  to 
the  delights  of  Elyfium.  Betty  now 
exerted  all  her  powers  to  waken  Sir. 
Bronze,  and  perfuade  him  to  walk  off 
quietly ;  but,  wearied  with  repeated 
excufes  of  "  all  in  good  time,"  and 
"  I'll  be  gone  prefently,"  fhe  refolved 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  expedients 
which  Falftaff  praftifed  on  the  lifelefs 
g  3  Hotfpur. 
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Hotfpur.  She  had  dragged  her  luggage 
as  far  as  the  door,  when  the  found  of 
fome  flrange  voices  on  the  flairs,  alarmed 
her  with  the  apprehenfion  that  all  the 
capitable  gentry  were  rufhing  it ;  and, 
knowing  (lie  muft  at  any  rate  clear  the 
ftage,  fhe  fairly  crammed  the  unrefift- 
irig  Sir  Bronze  into  the  china-clofet ; 
and,  with  an  obfervation,  that  he  might 
get  fober  there  for  any  thing  he  was 
good  for,  fhe  locked  the  door,  and  left 
him  to  finifh  his  flumbers. 

"  Single  disappointments,"  fays  the 
old  jeft  book,  "  never  come  alone." 
The  feftal  fcene  fuffered  another  depri- 
vation by  the  abfence  of  Sir  Peter,  who, 
after  having  with  great  r^uclance  fub- 
mitted  to  be  dreffed  in  a ';  fluffed  coat 
and  brutus  wig  for  the  occafion,  but 
half  an  hour  before  his  doors  were 
thrown  open,  received  a  packet  of  letters 
that  required  immediate  attention.  Nei- 
ther Rhadamanthus  nor  Charon  could 

poflibly 
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poffibly  be  fpared  to  afiift  him  ;  and  my 
lady,  after  raving  againft  the  narrow  il- 
liberal fpirit  of  mercantile  concerns,  de- 
clared, that  as  he  was  nobody  he  would 
not  be  much  miffed,  and  that  he  and 
his   ledgers   might   pack   off  together. 
But  where  to  find  a  quiet  retreat  was  the 
next  difficulty.      The   counting  -  houfe 
was  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  the 
gentlemen's    gentlemen ;    the   laundry 
was  affigned  to  the  drivers ;  the  fcullery 
was  turned  into  a  refectory,  and  even 
the  barn,  cow- houfe,  and  pigfty,    had 
been  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation 
of  her  friends'  retinue  ;  being  determined 
that  every  one  mould  fay  fhe  did  things 
handfomely.     No  place  was  left  vacant 
but  the  ice-houfe  ;  and  that  being  now 
emptied   to  fupply  the   evening  regale, 
Sir  Peter  determined  to  wrap  himfelf  up, 
and  eftablifh  his  head  quarters  in  a  fpot 
which   at  leaft  promifed  quiet  and  fe- 
curity.     Not  fuch  quiet  as  he  once  en- 
g  4  joyed 
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joyed  in  the  halcyon  days  of  "  blefTed 
finglenefs ;"  but,  with  the  comparative 
comforts  of  his  pipe,  his  Welch- rabbit, 
and  his  pen  and  ink,  remote  from  all  the 
noife  and  nonfenfe  of  the  evening. 

While  thefe  arrangements  parTed  in 
the  family  "  the  moft  kind  hoftefs"  did 
not  feel  fufficiently  at  eafe  to  fay  many 
good  things  to  her  guefts  in  the  garden, 
or  to  relifh  the  many  good  things  that 
were  faid  to  her.  Mr.  Raymond  had 
been  fo  polite  as  to  tell  her  that  her 
Elyfium  fo  far  exceeded  all  his  fancy 
had  dared  to  paint,  that  he  never 
wifhed  to  fee  another.  Lady  Caroline 
protefted,  that  it  united  all  the  principal 
attributes  which  poets  afligned  to  thofe 
dolorus  regions;  being  dark, cold,  com- 
fortlefs,  befet  with  hideous  forms,  and 
very  apt  to  infpire  melancholy  thoughts. 
Even  Lord  Glanville,  while  he  made  his 
bow,  fo  far  Hided  into  equivoque,  as 
to  declare,  that  he  never  ihould  forget 

that 
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that  evening's  entertainment.  Lady 
Fitzjohn  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  fmile, 
curtefy,  obferve  that  her  friends  were 
too  obliging,  and  herfelf  the  happieft 
creature  in  the  world.  At  laft,  the  fair 
Melifandrianfa  appeared  with  a  decanter 
in  one  hand  and  a  rummer  in  the  other, 
to  fhew  that  fhe  was  Hebe;  and  an- 
nounced,  what  was  indeed  joyful  tidings 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fhades,  namely, 
that  for  their  good  behaviour  they  were 
all  to  be  admitted  into  Olympus. 

Very  little  ceremony  was  necefifary  to 
tranfport  the  party  to  the  upper  regions. 
The  ball  and  card-rooms  were  filled  in 
an  inftant.  The  company  dill  crowded 
together,  fhrugged  their  moulders,  and 
with  one  confent  began  to  talk  of  rheums, 
catarrhs,  and  hectics ;  execrating  the  ab- 
furdity  of  al  frefco  entertainments  in  this 
damp,  uncertain  climate.  It  being  fug- 
gefted,  that  immediate  exercife  was  one 
of  the  moft  wholefome  expedients  that 

G  5  Could 


I30         THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

could  be  reforted  to  after  having  run 
any  danger  of  taking  cold,  Lord  Glan- 
ville  declined  cutting  into  the  whift-table, 
and  afked  Lady  Fitzjohn  if  fhe  would 
do  him  the  honour  to  open  the  ball  with 
him,  by  dancing  a  minuet.  Her  lady- 
fhip  rather  unopportunely  remarked, 
that  fhe  had  given  up  dancing  for  fome 
years,  but  propofed  her  daughter  as  a 
fubftitute.  There  was  no  receding ; 
the  unreluclant  fair,  "  nothing  loath  to 
hear  his  lordfhip's  pleaded  reafon,"  al- 
ready advanced,  and  fixed  herfelf  in  the 
proper  attitude ;  the  mufic  played,  the 
company  arranged  themfelves,  and  the 
earl,  with  lovely  Hebe  by  his  fide,  found 
himfelf  in  a  moft  confpicuous  and  awk- 
ward fituation. 

Let  me  here  paufe,  and  inform  my 
young  readers,  that,  whatever  they  may 
think  of  it,  there  is  fure  to  be  fomething 
uncommonly  graceful  in  an  earl's  dan- 
cing, especially  when  he  exhibits  at  a 

country 
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country   arTembly.      His   bows   indeed 
were  rather  (tiff,  his  attitudes  had  more 
analogy  to  angles  than  curves,  and  his 
weighty  folemn  movements  were  a  per- 
fect contrail  to  the  airy  graces  of  his 
youthful  partner,  who  looked  and  moved 
the  confcious  countefs.     But  what  were 
thofe  faults  ?  Every  body  knew  that  he 
had  not  learnt  yefterday  ;  and,  for  aught 
they  could  fay,  his  lordfhip  might  have 
been  the  fined  dancer  of  his  own  (land- 
ing.    I  am  affured  that  the  good  breed- 
ing of  the  company  would  not  have 
been  violated  by  any  further  indication 
of  mirth  than  a  ilolen  fimper,  or  whifper 
behind  a  fan,  if  a  lamentable  cataftrophe 
had  not  happened.     At  the  very  mo- 
ment that  the  earl  was  advancing  with 
extended  arms  to  terminate  the  exhibi- 
tion, jufl  at  the  very  inftant  when  Lady 
Fitzjohn,   forgetting   all   her   previous 
difafters,    nodded    a    mod    fignificant 
"  This  mud  do,"  the  potent  voice  of 
g  6  mufic 
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mufic,  which  once  vanquifhed  Alexan- 
der, fuddenly  ceafed,  and  a  horrible 
crafh  enfued.  In  fhort,  the  orcheftra, 
which  had  been  but  flightly  put  together 
at  firi!:,  weakened  by  the  aflaults  of  the 
two  Bacchanals  in  the  morning,  fud- 
denly broke  down,  and  Orpheus  and 
Amphion,  together  with  the  vulgar  herd, 
kits  and  fiddles,  pipes  and  tabors,  rolled 
helter  fkelter  on  the  floor. 

A  paufe  enfued,  "  a  paufe  of  folemn 
awe."  It  was  at  firft  fuppofed,  that  the 
ceiling  had  given  way,  and  that  the 
whole  party  were  half  way  on  their 
journey  to  the  wine-vaults ;  but,  as  the 
demigods  rofe  one  after  another,  ex- 
claiming, like  Apollo  in  Midas,  "  Not 
a  bone  broken,"  the  company  foon  took 
courage,  and  examined  into  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  difafler ;  which,  after  a 
minute  inveftigation,  wer-e  reduced  to, 
Imprimis,  a  broken  fiddle ;  2dly,  a  frac- 
tured fiddle-flick  5  3dly,  the  complete 
3  deflruftion 
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deftruction  of  the  tambourine ;  which, 
either  from  mifchance  or  envy  at  fu- 
perior  harmony,  encountered  the  head 
of  Orpheus  in  falling,  and,  being  com- 
pofed  of  more  penetrable  ftuff,  yielded 
in  the  conflict,  and  encircled  the  neck 
of  the  triumphant  bard,  fomewhat  like 
the  collar  of  a  military  order.  Laftly, 
and  what  was  certainly  the  mod  to  be 
lamented,  the  delicate  nerves  of  the  too 
fufceptible  Melifandriania  received  fuch 
a  fhock,  that  (he  immediately  fell  into 
hyfterics.  Now,  though  thefe  hyfterics 
were  as  becoming  as  poflible,  Lord 
Glanville  did  not  recollect  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  fupport  the  lady,  and  apply 
the  fmelling  bottle ;  he  coolly  refigned 
her  to  the  care  of  Mifs  La  Rouge,  and 
without  expreffing  any  fympathy  for 
Lady  Fitzjohn's  affliction  at  her  daugh- 
ter's exquifite  fenfibility,  joined  the 
merry  circle  who  were  laughing  at  the 
conferences  of  the  late  difafter.     Con- 

fcious 
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fcious  that  his  own  exploits  had  bordered 
on  the  ridiculous,  he  thought  it  politic 
to  adopt  the  fame  unbecoming  expreffion 
of  vulgar  mirth;  but  foon,  refuming  his 
wonted   circumfpedh'on,   he  liftened  to 
hear  whether  his  daughter's  voice  did 
not  predominate  in  the  clamorous  mer- 
riment.     Aftonifhed    at  its    not   being 
diftinguifhable,    he    felicitated    himfelf 
that  he  had  at  laft  prevailed  on  her  to 
obferve  decorum  and  etiquette  ;  when, 
looking  round  to  fee  how  fhe  was  occu- 
pied, he  was  alarmed  at  difcovering  that 
fhe   was   not   in  the   room.     Thought 
fpeedily  crowded  upon  thought ;  he  re- 
collected that,  among  the  gliding  fhades 
whom  he  had  recognized  in  "  the  pal- 
pable  obfcure"  of   Pluto's   palace,   he 
had   caught  a   glimpfe  of    Raymond's 
figure  ;  and  as   he  alfo  was  abfent,    a 
certain  afTociation  took  place  in  the  earl's 
mind  which  expreffed  mere  antiquated 
ariftocracy   than  modern  greatnefs   of 

foul. 
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foul.  Cold  as  the  night  air  now  was, 
and  much  as  he  fhuddered  at  the  idea 
of  increafing  his  latent  fever,  he  was 
again  haftening  to  explore  the  garden, 
when  his  fears  were  inftantly  relieved, 
or  I  fhould  rather  fay  diverted  into 
another  channel,  by  the  appearance  of 
his  daughter,  in  the  full  heyday  of  vi- 
vacity, and  exclaiming  "  you  are  the 
only  partner  I  will  dance  with  to  night." 
The  reluctant  prifonerwhom  fhe  dragged 
after  her  looked  like  hoary  Hyem 
chained  to  the  car  of  May,  and  was 
not  immediately  difcovered  to  be  Sir 
Peter  himfelf,  accoutered  in  a  white 
flannel  night-cap,  drawn  over  his  black 
wig,  and  his  gala  coat  half  concealed 
by  a  red  roquelaure.  Why  Lady  Caro- 
line happened  to  be  left  in  the  garden, 
and  how  (he  came  to  dorm  Sir  Peter's 
"  tower  of  frod,"  mud  be  told  another 
time  ;  fuffice  it  now  to  fay,  that  the 
pleading  captive  endeavoured  to  evade 

the 
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the  decrees  of  his  conqueror  without 
fuccefs  ;  not  even  a  change  of  drefs  wa9 
allowed  ;  and  Lady  Fitzjohn,  who  had 
juft  invented  a  very  good  tale  to  excufe 
her  hufband's  abfence,  after  fuch  a  dif- 
covery,  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  declare 
that  his  odd  humours  wanted  rubbing 
cff,  and  that  Lady  Caroline's  wit  was 
irrefiftible.  The  mufic  recommenced 
as  well  as  the  deranged  (late  of  the  or- 
cheftra  would  permit,  and  Sir  Peter's 
country  dancing  foon  obliterated  all 
recollection  of  Lord  Glanville's  minuet. 
After  having  amufed  the  company  till 
the  jeft  grew  tirefome,  his  capricious 
partner  releafed  him  from  his  engage- 
ment, and,  declining  dancing  any  longer 
herfelf,  retired  to  a  corner  of  the  room, 
rather  teazed  than  flattered  by  the 
adulation  that  furrounded  her,  and  a 
prey  to  that  fretful  inquietude  which 
always  denotes  a  mind  diffatisfied  with 
itfelf, 

Sophia's 
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Sophia's  adventures  at  this  ball  mud 
all  be  referved  for  future  explanation. 
Her  figure  was  lefs  calculated  to  attract 
attention  than  Lady  Caroline's,  and 
fhe  had  a  vaft  deal  of  that  exploded 
manner  which  our  divine  Milton  afcribes 
to  Eve  in  her  (late  of  innocence,  u  Not 
obvious,  not  obtrufive ;  but.  retired,  the 
more  defirable."  But,  though  I  cannot 
charge  her  with  faying  one  word  or  af- 
fuming  one  pofture  during  the  whole 
evening  for  the  fake  of  being  looked  at, 
a  new  (tar  can  never  appear  in  the  ho- 
rizon of  a  country  ball-room  without 
exciting  eager  curiofity  to  know  in  what 
conftellation  it  mould  be  clafled.  To 
"  Who  is  fhe  ?"  it  was  anfwered,  "  The 
grand-daughter  of  the  old  clergyman 
who  accompanies  her,"  and  it  was  alfo 
thought  a  relation  of  Lord  Glanville's. 
To  "  Is  fhe  a  perfon  of  fortune?"  there 
were  two  replies ;  one  flated,  that  it  was 
reported  Lord  Glanville  would  give  her 

fomething 
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fomething  handfome  -,  and  others  pro- 
tefted  that  fhe  was  nothing  more  than 
an  humble  coufin  whom  Lady  Caroline 
had  chofen  for  her  companion.  Sophia's 
claims  to  beauty  and  elegance  fluctuated 
as   thofe   opinions   refpe&ively   loft   or 
gained  ground  for  fome  time  ;  but  the 
uniform  charms  of  artlefs  fweetnefs  and 
obliging  affability  at  laft  obtained  their 
due    afcendancy ;    and,   though   Lady 
Caroline   behaved    in   the  molt  Jtyltfh 
manner  the  whole  evening,  all  that  por- 
tion of  the  good-natured  world   which 
Lady  Fitzjohn  had  affembled  round  her, 
pitied  the  amiable  young  creature,  who 
mufl  certainly  fuffer  a  vaft  deal  from 
Lady  Caroline's  uncertain  humours.    ... 

General  admiration,  however,  is  not 
the  fpecies  of  homage  to  which  mod: 
young  ladies  afpire ;  and  all  my  fair 
readers,  who  have  been  duly  prepared 
by  the  labours  of  my  predeceffors  to 
unite  the  ideas  of  a  dance  and  a  lover, 

are* 
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are,  doubtlefs,  indignant  at  the  fpleen  of 
gray  virginity, which  mufthave  prompted 
me  not  only  to  deviate  from  all  prece- 
dent, but  even  to  lock  up  the  only  two 
beaux  who  had  any  chance  of  making 
tolerable  lovers.  It  will  be  but  a  fmall 
extenuation  of  my  fault,  if  I  mould  ob- 
ferve,  that  thefe  gentlemen  belong  to 
an  order  of  beings  who  glory  in  their 
apathy,  and,  after  piquing  themfelves 
upon  affronting  every  woman  of  cha- 
racter they  meet,  generally  terminate 
their  career  of  gallantry,  either  by  taking 
an  antiquated  courtefan  into  keeping,  or 
elfe  by  preferring  fomehandibme  houfe- 
maid  who  has  had  low  cunning  enough 
to  entrap  them  into  an  illicit  connexion, 
and  to  make  them  fuffer  all  the  miferies 
of  abject  fubjection  and  ruinous  ex- 
pence,  while  they  footh  their  galled 
fpirit,  with  fanciful  ideas  of  fraedom. 
I  know  that  I  ought  to  have  given  my 
heroines  fuch   charms   as   would  even 

have 
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have  penetrated  the  frigid  zone  of  mo- 
dern puppyifm  ;  and  I  can  no  otherways 
make  my  peace  than  by  hinting,  that  I 
have  a  lover  in  referve  to  introduce  at 
the  proper  feafon. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  com- 
pany, and  feat  them  in  proper  order 
round  the  fupper  tables.  Good  eating 
is  confeffedly  congenial  with  John  Bull's 
conftitution ;  and  all  preceding  embar- 
raflments  and  difappointments  were  ab- 
forbed  in  the  hope  that  this  part  of  the 
entertainment  would  go  off  with  eclat. 
But  Lady  Fitzjohn,  being  perfuaded 
that  ball-fuppers  are  only  defigned  to 
be  looked  at,  and  having  obferved  that 
nobody  at  Glanville  caftle  ate  more  than 
a  fandwich  and  five  dried  cherries,  ori- 
ginally calculated  her  eatables  by  this 
rule,  and  depended  chiefly  on  painted 
pates,  and  bafkets  of  flowers  to  affiffc 
her  plateau  in  covering  her  table.  It 
cannot  be  forgotten,  that  the  two  di- 
vine 
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vine  engaging  fellows  had  made  ir- 
reparable devaftation  among  the  digeftible 
ornaments ;  and,  though  the  appearance 
of  the  fupper-table  (till  prefented  a  gay 
profusion  to  the  .eye,  and  extorted  ex- 
clamations from  the  ladies  of  "  How 
very  pretty  !"  "  How  exceflively  fmart!" 
the  groflfer  tafte  of  the  gentlemen  dis- 
covered itfelf  in  mournfully  inquiring  of 
the  fair  partners,  "  Whether  there  really 
was  any  thing  that  they  could  help  them 
to?" 

The  civil  compliments  which  this 
beautiful  repaft  extorted  from  every 
beholder  fomewhat  relieved  Lady  Fitz- 
John's  chagrin  at  her  many  mortifica- 
tions. She  forgot  that  her  daughter, 
ro  whom  this  feftival  was  to  have  proved 
a  prelude  to  an  Hymeneal  triumph,  had 
fat  neglected  ever  fmce  the  hy  ft  eric 
fcene,  being  avoided  by  the  beaux,  who 
declared  themfelves  afraid  of  agitating 
fuch  extreme  fenfibility,  and  laughed  at 

by 
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by  the  belles  for  having  played  off  an 
unfuccefsful  artifice.  Happy  at  gleaning 
up  a  little  fcattered  importance,  Lady 
Fitzjohn  began  to  defcribe  what  her 
regale  would  have  been,  if  fhe  had  not 
been  difappointed  in  various  particulars. 
She  dwelt  upon  the  hard  fate  of  a  ham- 
per of  moft  exquifite  viands,  which  had 
been  rolled  in  the  dirt  by  the  overturn 
of  the  London  flying  waggon;  and 
fpoke  of  the  calamitous  end  of  the  pines 
and  peaches,  that  funk  to  the  bottom 
of  the  canal,  through  the  carelefsnefs 
of  the  bargemen.  Every  body  good 
naturedly  recollected  fimilar  difafters 
that  had  happened  to  themfelves ;  at 
lead,  every  body  could  recollect  the  in- 
genious excufes  by  which  meagre  enter- 
tainments had  been  cheaply  gilded  over, 
by  fpoiling  balkets  of  fifli  that  had  never 
been  caught,  and  mifdirecting  haunches 
of  venifon  belonging  to  deer  who  were 
alive  and  merry  at  that  inftant.  Per- 
ceiving 
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ceiving  that  etiquette  required  another 
half  hour  to  be  fpent  in  eating,  or  to 
fpeak  more  accurately,  in  moving  the 
jaws,  as  Schacabac  /lid  in  the  Arabian 
tales,  while  he  feemed  to  devour  the 
Barmecide's  imaginary  lamb  and  lo- 
zenges j  her  ladyfhip  proceeded  to  give 
an  account  of  the  terrible  accident  that 
had  prevented  her  fon  and  his  friend 
from  being  prefent  at  this  feftivity. 
"  They  were  imprudently  driving  againil 
time,"  faid  fhe,  "  being  fo  very  anxious 
to  meet  this  mod  agreeable  company  ; 
when,  going  down  a  deep  hill,  both  the 
horfes  fell ;  over  went  the  curricle ;  out 
went  the  gentlemen,  fo  dreadfully  bruifed 

by  the  fall,  that "  A  loud  yawn 

from  the  china  clofet  interrupted  her 
narrative  ;  an  univerfai  alarm,  and  as 
univerfal  an  inquiry  of,  "Did  you  hear 
that  noife  ?"  fucceeded.  I  am  not  fure 
that  a  few  of  the  ladies  might  not  ap- 
prehend that  a  fupernaturai  vifitor 
10  would 
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would    inftandy  appear  ;  and  as  Lady 
Fitzjohn  dealt  in  wonders,  it  was  poflible 
that  flie  might  have  Sir  Walter  and  King 
Ragodrum  Logdum  both  in  the  clofet. 
I  doubt  whether  the  appearance  of  thefe 
renowned    warriors    could    have   given 
Lady  Fitzjohn  a  greater  fhock  than  fhe 
received  on  hearing  Sir  Bronze,   whom 
flie  fuppofed  in  bed  in  the  attics,  with  a 
volley  of  oaths  demand  to  be  let  out, 
and  fwear  that  they  had  fhut  him  in  a 
bandbox.     Some  of  the  ladies  fcreamed, 
others  fainted,  the  more  prudent  waited 
to  fee  how  Lady  Caroline  behaved  be- 
fore they  fported  any  becoming  extrava- 
gancies.     The  gentlemen  crowded   to 
the  part  of  the  room  from  whence  the 
noife  ifTued,  and  forming  themfelves  into 
a  circle,  as  you  always  fhould  do  when 
you  argue  with  a  ghoft,  they  demanded 
of  the  invifible  fpe&re  its  reafons  for 
"  making   night  hideous."     "  Let  me 
out"  was  the  only  anfwer  \  but,  as  thefe 

words 
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words  were  accompanied  by  three  ob* 
ftreperous  kicks  ac  the  clofet  door,  it 
was  fagacioufly  obferved,  that  this 
boifterous  behaviour  did  not  accord 
with  the  ufual  manners  of  a  gliding 
fpectre.  An  unlucky  wit  remarked 
that  the  thief  who  flole  the  fupper 
had  fallen  afleep  in  that  clofet,  and  for- 
got to  run  away.  The  clamour  in- 
creafed  every  moment,  and  with  it  the 
cries  of  the  ladies  to  keep  him  in  till 
they  were  gone. 

A  paufe  of  aftonifhment  fpeedily  fuc- 
ceeded  to  this  wild  uproar.  The  lock 
yielded  to  the  violent  efforts  of  the  pri- 
foner,  and  forth  ftepped,  neither  felon 
nor  goblin,  but  the  gay  Sir  Bronze  ;  who, 
with  the  eafy  nonchalance  of  fine  breed- 
ing, flightly  bowed,  apologized  for  his 
miftake,  hoped  he  had  not  difturbed 
the  company,  and,  walking  to  the  upper 
end  of  the  room,  adjufted  his  cravat  in 
the  pier-glafs.     With  very  enviable  ef- 

vol.  11.  fr  enter  v 
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frontery  he  lamented  that  any  body 
fhould  think  him  of  fufficient  confe« 
quence  to  fufpend  the  amufement  on 
his  account ;  and,  after  an  inquiry  of 
€t  What  (hall  we  do  now  ?  I  am  ready 
for  any  thing ;"  he  looked  round  to 
obferve  the  fmile  of  general  admiration. 
But  in  this  refpect  Sir  Bronze's 
triumphs  were  incomplete  ;  for,  though 
a  few  of  the  W-  NarciiTufes   de- 

voured the  glorious  extravagance  with 
looks  that  feemed  to  fay,  "  I'll  play  it 
off  the  firft  opportunity,"  the  ariftocratic 
party  behaved  with  that  cool  contempt 
which  mud  have  convinced  a  lefs  im- 
penetrable coxcomb  that  he  had  over- 
fliot  the  mark  of  eafe.  The  gay  free- 
dom of  Lady  Caroline's  manner  was 
chilled  by  avowed  hauteur  when  he  at- 
tempted to  talk  to  her ;  and,  contrary 
to  his  own  idolized  laws  of  good  breed- 
ing, Lord  Glanville  interrupted  the  ba- 
ronet's account  of  the  mod  celebrated 
10  demireps 
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demireps  of  Brighton,  by  condefcending 
to  explain  to  the  company  the  mal-ad- 
miniftration  and  deplorable  afped:  of 
public  affairs.  In  ftrict  conformity  to 
the  eftablifhed  rule  of  never  liftening  to 
a  great  man  when  a  greater  is  talking, 
Sir  Bronze  faw  his  auditors  gradually 
file  off,  and  himfelf  doomed  to  contri- 
bute to  the  general  amufement,  either 
in  the  capacity  of  an  humble  dancer 
or  quiet  card-player.  He  choie  the 
latter,  and  ingenioufly  contrived  to  give 
a  little  impetus  to  his  own  feelings,  and 
to  relieve  himfelf  from  the  mortification 
of  perceiving  that  he  was  of  as  little 
importance  as  when  afleep  in  the  china 
clofet,  by  the  happy  device  of  high  bet- 
ting. At  a  late  hour  the  party  broke 
up.  The  plebeians  enchanted  with  the 
entertainment,  delighted  with  the  Glan- 
ville  ladies,  and  in  raptures  with  my 
lord ;  who,  though  fuch  a  very  great 
man,  talked  to  Mr.  Mayor  with  great 
h  2  affability 
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affability  for  half  an  hour,  played  at 
whift  with  his  lady,  and  fhook  hands 
with  all  the  aldermen.  Sir  Bronze,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  voted  to  be  nobody, 
and  all  the  young  ladies  rejoiced  that 
the  odious  Artremidorus  was  not  pre- 
fers. 

Thus  ended  the  gala  ;  and  let  me  here 
apprize  thofe  of  my  young  readers  to 
whom  balls  and  lovers  are  flill  unknown, 
that  thefe  grand  defiderata  are  not  a 
fovereign  fpecific  againfl  difafters.  Like 
the  cap  of  Fortunatus,  and  the  ring  of 
Gyges,  they  are  often  the  parents  of 
perplexities  ;  and  young  Hope  has  more 
caufe  to  complain  of  disappointment 
than  fatiety.  Mod  fetes,  like  Lady 
Fitzjohn's,  are  a  mixed  fcene,  produc- 
tive of  alternate  amufement  and  cha- 
grin both  to  the  entertainer  and  the 
entertained ;  and  I  can  defcribe  no 
fpell  more  likely  to  enfure  the  former, 
and  abate  the  latter,  than  that  the  hod 

mould 
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fhould  not  aim  at  fortieth ing  iranfccnd- 
antly  fine^  and  that  the  guefts  fhculd 
never  wilh  to  be  thought  fafadloiiflj 
elegant. 


"3 
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CHAR    XVI. 

Illiberal  Prejudices  proved  to  be  confifteni 
with  liberal  Conduft. 

Sophia  met  Mr.  Brudenell,  in  the  li- 
brary at  Glanville  cattle,  before  the  earl 
and  Lady  Caroline  had  left  their  apart- 
ments. After  a  good-humoured  laugh 
at  difappointed  vanity,  which  the  Fitz- 
Johns  richly  deferved,  Mr.  Brudenell 
turned  the  diicourfe  to  more  interefting 
fubjecls.  Though  no  one  had  more 
liberally  contributed  to  the  real  pleafurc 
of  the  fcene  than  himfelf,  or  had  feemed 
more  agreeably  obfervant  of  the  claims 
that  fociety  forms  upon  real  politenefs, 
his  anxious   eye  tad    flill  been  fixed 

where 
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where  his  heart  moft  fondly  doated ; 
and  he  faw  that  Sophia  was  an  object, 
not  only  of  general  attention,  but  alfo 
of  approbation. 

Befide  this,  he  made  a  ftill  more  plea- 
fant  difcovery.  A  more  particular  fen- 
liment  feemed  to  agitate  the  bofom  of 
a  young  officer,  whom  Sir  John  Ran- 
dolph announced  by  the  name  of  Lord 
Vifcount  Selborne.  He  had  fought  aa 
early  opportunity  to  be  introduced  to 
the  Gianviile  party  ;  engaged  Sophia  for 
the  fir  ft  two  dances ;  and  when  etiquette 
compelled  him  to  reCign  her,  he  always 
took  care  to  fecure  her  hand  at  the 
next  change  of  partners.  At  fupper  he 
placed  himfelf  at  her  fide ;  and  the  va- 
rious events  of  the  evening  feemed  no 
otherwife  to  intereft  him,  than  as  they 
gave  him  opportunities  of  ftudying  her 
truly  amiable  character.  Mr.  Brudenell 
particularly  obferved,  that  when  Sir 
h  a  Bronze 


152  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

Bronze  accofted  his  charge  with  an  air 
of  infolent  freedom,  and  fhe  filenced 
his  effrontery  by  a  civil  curtefy,  a  re- 
ferved  look,  and  a  cold  monofy  liable, 
Lord  Seiborne  was  fo  far  overpowered 
by  his  feelings,  as  to  exclaim  "  Ad- 
mirable !"■ — "  How,  madam,"  faid  he, 
while  her  face  glowed  at  the  appropriate 
compliment,  "  mud  your  admirers  (hew 
their  devotion  ?  Tou  will  never  want  a 
protector." 

It  was  on  the  fubject  of  Lord  Seiborne 
that  Mr.  Brudenell  wifhed  to  catechize 
his  grand-daughter;  but,  as  all  my  fe- 
male readers  will  agree  that  the  anfwers 
to  fuch  an  examination  muft  be  very 
difficult,  they  will  not  wonder  that  fhe 
found  her  fleeves  ill  adjufted,  and  was  in 
a  confiderable  hurry  for  her  breakfaft. 
But  when,  from  queftioning  her  refpecl- 
ing  her  opinion  of  Lord  Seiborne,  Mr. 
Brudenell  changed  the  fubjecl  into  an 

inquiry 
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inquiry  of  what  he  had  talked  about, 
Sophia  recovered  her  powers  of  utter- 
ance ;  and  me  foon  proved,  that  his  re- 
marks correfponded  with  the  promife 
that  his  countenance  gave  of  agreeable- 
nefs  and  intelligence. 

"  You  have  examined  me  pretty 
clofely,"  faid  Sophia  with  a  fmile : 
<e  Now,  dear  Sir,  it  is  my  turn  to  in- 
terrogate you.  Pray  how  came  Lady 
Caroline,  Mr.  Raymond,  and  you,  to 
be  out  of  the  room  when  the  orcheftra 
tumbled  ?  and  what  was  the  reafon  of 
her  uncommon  gravity  the  whole  even- 
ing ?  She  pofitively  declined  dancing 
after  her  frilk  with  Sir  Peter,  fixed  her- 
felf  in  a  muling  pofture,  and  intimidated 
the  beaux  as  much  by  her  folemnity, 
as  Mifs  Fitzjohn  had  difgufted  them  by 
her  affectation." 

"  I  never  take  upon  me  to  account 

for  a  fine  lady's  eccentricities,"  replied 

Mr.  Brudenell.    "  Moft  probably,  Lady 

h  5  Caroline 


154         THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

Caroline  got  up  yefterday  morning  with 
a  refolution  to  be  whi??i/ical." 

"  Dear  Sir,  this  is  not  fair.  You 
affect:  to  know  nothing,  when  I  am  furc 
you  might  relieve  my  curiofity," 

"  I  have  often  told  you,"  replied 
Mr.  Brudenell,  "  that  curiofity  is  the 
bane  of  your  fex ;  and  I  will  ufe  this 
opportunity  of  giving  you  a  practical 
lecture  on  the  art  of  fubduing  it." 

"  Ah !"  faid  Sophia,  "  even  my 
grandpapa  is  not  quite  free  from  maf- 
culine  prejudices.  Even  he  cannot  help 
treating  us  poor  women  like  fubordinate 
creatures.  What  in  a  man  is  kudable 
inquiry,  is  mere  inquifitivenefs  in  us. 
Here  have  I  been  owning  all  my  fecrets, 
while  he,  dumb  and  referved,*     ■       " 

"  Hold,  Sophy,"  interrupted  Mr. 
Brudenell.  "  Have  you  really  told  me 
ell  your  fecrets  ?  Solicitude  for  your 
happinefs  juftifies  my  concern  ;  but,  as 
1  do  not  fee  how  you  are  interefted  in 

an 
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an  explanation  of  Lady  Caroline's  con- 
duct, I  will  be  as  dumb  and  referved  as 
you  try  to  be." 

"  I  have  nothing  to  confers/'  replied 
Sophia. 

"  Except,"  faid  Mr.  Brudenell  archly, 
"  that  you  were  almoft  as  well  pleafed 
with  Lord  Selborne  as  he  feemed  to  be 
with  you.  That  blufli  deveiopes  the 
myftery,  and  now,  indeed,  my  Sophy 
has  nothing  to  confefs." 

"  Provoking  indeed  I"  returned  the 
young  lady.  "  Why,  dear  grandpapa, 
you  do  take  up  fuch  very  odd  notions. 
What  does  it  fignify  what  I  think  of 
Lord  Selborne  ?" 

Mr.  Brudenell  now  in  his  turn  began 
to  ftir  the  fire,  and  exprefs  fome  anxiety 
for  Lady  Caroline's  appearance. 

Sophia  repeated   the   queftion.— * "  I 

will     no     longer     fport     with    a     re- 

ferve  which  is  indeed  not  only  a  con- 

h  6  ftituent 
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flituent  but  alfo  an  amiable  part  of  the 
female  character,"  returned  Mr.  Bru- 
denell.  "  But,  as  franknefs  becomes 
me9  I  will  tell  you  that  you  were  the  mo- 
tive that  drew  Lord  Selborne  to  the  ball 
laft  night ;  and  as,  to  judge  from  his 
behaviour,  he  does  not  think  that  your 
manner  belies  your  fair  fame,  you  may 
foon  expect  him  to  declare  himfelf  your 
admirer." 

Sophia  ftarted :  a  tenfold  degree  of 
animation  lighted  up  her  countenance, 
while  me  exclaimed,  "  Indeed !  furely 
that  would  be  very  precipitate." 

"  I  think  it  would,"  obferved  Mr. 
Brudenell ;  "  but  fuller  me  to  proceed. 
Do  you  recollect  your  old  friend  Sir 
William  Evans  at  Bath  ?  he  to  whom 
you  were  fo  attentive,  that  the  lady 
goiTips  of  the  place  accufed  you  of 
a  matrimonial  defign  on  the  gouty 
bachelor  t* 

"He 
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"  He  was  fo  very  agreeable,  that  there 
might  be  fome  truth  in  the  report/'  re- 
plied Sophia  fmiling. 

<c  Well,  my  dear,  he  only  wifhes  to 
transfer  your  affe&ions  to  a  more  fuit- 
able  object.  Lord  Selborne  is  Sir  Wil- 
Ham's  nephew  and  heir.  His  chara&er 
ftands  high  in  the  eftimation  of  fenfible 
people.  He  is  faid  to  have  palled 
through  the  ordeal  of"  a  military  life 
with  high  refpe&ability.  He  is  termed 
a  polite  fcholar.  I  am  partial  to  polite- 
nefs,  and  I  venerate  a  fcholar.  You 
may  gather  my  fentiments  of  him  from 
what  I  have  faid  ;  but  there  are  two 
other  parties  to  be  confulted,  Lord 
Glanville  and  your  own  heart.  You 
will  ceafe  to  wonder  at  my  wifhing  to 
difcover  the  fir  ft  impreffions  that  his 
behaviour  has  made  upon  you ;  and  I 
want  alfo  to  guard  you  againft  the  fur- 
prize  of  a  hafty  declaration.    I  truft 

you 
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you  will  have  many  other  opportunities 
of  confidering  his  conduct,  before  you 
are  called  upon  for  a  pofitive  decifion : 
for  general  eftimation  is  too  indefinite 
ground  to  be  a  fit  foundation  for  par- 
ticular regard.  Very  worthy  people 
may  be  rendered  unhappy  in  fo  intimate 
a  connexion  as  that  of  marriage,  merely 
by  having  diflimiiar  taftes,  or  adverfe 
habits. 

«'  As  to  Lord  Glanville,  I  have  not  ap~ 
prized  Selborne  of  your  dependence 
upon  that  nobleman  ;  but  the  more  I 
fee  of  his  character,  the  more  do  I  wifh 
you  fafe  in  the  proteSion  of  fome 
worthy  man,  who  may  fupport  you 
under  thofe  trials  to  which  the  earl's 
fingularities  may  expofe  you." 

"  Shall  I  not  have  your  fupport  V*t 
inquired  Sophia  eagerly. 

"  You  will  have  more  permanent  fup- 
port than  mine,"  returned  Mr.  Brude- 

nell 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  15^ 

nell  with  pious  energy ;  "  approving 
conference,  and  the  ever-prefent  Deity, 
My  clerical  functions  will  foon  call  me 
from  you  ;  but  you  are  not  unacquainted 
with  the  duty  of  communing  with  your 
own  heart.  When  your  own  ftrength 
fails,  look  up,  my  child,  with  holy  con* 
fidence,  and  expect  the  aflifting  grace 
that  will  not  be  refufed  to  humble  inte- 
grity. You  will  be  furrounded  by  arti- 
fice ;  but  reft  affured,  "  they  that  walk 
uprightly  walk  fecurely." 

"  And  now,  Sophy,  to  return  to 
Lord  Selborne.  Sir  William  Evans  has 
requefted  me  to  plead  his  nephew's 
caufe  ;  but  I  no  farther  wifh  him  yours., 
than  as  I  conceive  fuch  an  event  may 
promote  your  mutual  happinefs.  I  for- 
bore to  prepare  you  for  meeting  him  at 
Lady  Fitzjohn's,  for  I  wifhed  you  to 
appear  in  your  natural  character,  which 
a  confeioufnefs  of  his  intentions  might 
have  obfeured.     I  would  premife,  that 

Lord 
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Lord  Glanville  may  probably  ftart  ob- 
jections. It  is  impoffible  to  fay  how  a 
man  will  act  who  would  only  perform 
an  ad  of  natural  juftice  from  compul- 
fory  motives.  But,  mould  you  en- 
counter oppofition  and  cruelty,  remem- 
ber that  where  you  cannot  a&  as  you 
would  Providence  calls  upon  you  to 
exercife  the pajjive  virtues  ;  and  it  mould 
feem  that  the  occafions  for  thefe  quali- 
ties are  moll:  numerous,  or  that  the  prac- 
tice of  them  is  mod  difficult,  fince 
Chriftianity  diftinguifhes  them  by  her 
higheft  promifes.,, 

Lady  Caroline's  entrance  prevented 
Mr.  Brudenell  from  proceeding.  She 
feemed  fo  far  to  have  conquered  her 
chagrin  as  to  be  able  to  reaflume  her 
accuftomed  vivacity ;  but  her  pallid 
cheek  and  unquiet  eye  were  unequivocal 
fymptoms  of  a  difordered  mind.  In- 
deed, this  lady's  prefent  fituation  was 

by 
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by  no  means  fuch  as  to  encourage  the 
imitation  of  thofe  who  conceive  them- 
felves  entitled  to  act  with  lofty  difregard 
to  the  opinions  and  fentiments  of  others. 
At  the  commencement  of  her  clandeftine 
correfpondence  with  Raymond,  fhe  felt 
no  ftronger  motive  than  a  determination 
to  fhew  the  earl  of  Glanville  that  her 
fentiments  of  natural  freedom  and  pa- 
ternal authority  agreed  with  the  liberality 
of  his  precepts^  and  not  with  the  nar- 
rownefs  of  his  conduct.  But  in  the 
hour  in  which  they  firft  yield  to  tempt- 
ation offenders  never  look  at  the  train 
of  attendant  evils.  Lady  Caroline  was 
reputed  to  be  the  richeft  heirefs  in 
England,  and  was  of  courfe  too  tempt- 
ing a  prize  to  be  readily  relinquifhed 
by  a  needy  adventurer  like  Raymond  ; 
and  though,  on  difcovering  that  Lord 
Glanville  had  not  been  acceflbry  to  the 
change  in  Sir  John  Randolph's  beha- 
viour, 
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viour,  fhe  became  fincerely  defirous  to 
drop  the  private  correfpondence,  her 
lover  was  too  firmly  attached  to  permit 
her  to  retreat.  In  vain  did  fhe  endea- 
vour to  give  her  former  conduct  the 
colouring  of  levity  and  caprice ;  he 
would  not  furTer  the  beloved  of  his  foul 
to  accufe  herfelf  of  faults  abhorrent  to 
her  nature.  He,  indeed,  allowed  her 
to  be  charming  in  every  humour ;  but 
he  hinted,  as  his  firm  perfuafion,  that 
her  honour  would  not  permit  her  to 
diflblve  the  ties  that  fubfifted  between 
them,  that  kept  him  compofed  under 
the  multiplicity  of  apprehenfions  which 
her  fuperior  merit  and  his  own  peculiarly 
difficult  fituation  fuggefled.  Lady  Ca- 
roline, in  her  anfwer  to  this  dolorous 
epiflle,  denied  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  ties 
that  he  alluded  to ;  and  Raymond,  in 
another  letter,  declared  that  what  her 
handand  feal  had  authenticated,  her  hand 
and   feal   could  not   invalidate.     "  If 

my 
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my  final  doom,"  faid  he,  "be  fixed,  if 
her  whom  I  have  believed  to  be  the 
mod  exalted  and  generous  of  beings  be 
only  mutable  faithlefs  woman,  her  own 
words  alone  fhall  convince  me  of  this 
transformation.  O  Lady  Caroline!  if 
you  wouldindeed  avoid  that  felf-reproach 
which  I  know  you  mud  feel  if  my  un- 
governable paffion  mould  drive  me  to 
an  ad  of  defperation,  favour  me  with 
one  minute's  privacy  at  the  gala  this 
evening." 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Ray- 
mond did  not  explain  what  was  this 
defperate  action  to  which  difappointed 
love  might  irrefiftibly  impel  him.  A 
tender-hearted  nymph,  whole  foft  imagi- 
nation can  never  reconcile  the  ideas  of 
life  and  a  defpairing  lover,  would  in- 
fallibly have  conjured  up  bowls,  dag- 
gers, piftols,  and  all  the  horrible  ap- 
paratus of  fuicide.  Lady  Caroline  knew 
the  world  better,  and  conjectured  that 

her 
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her  fwain's  attack  would  rather  be  made 
upon  her  reputation,  than  on  his  own 
exiftence.  She  had  been  taught  to  fet 
the  highefl:  value  upon  unfpotted  fame ; 
and,  though  her  peculiar  cad  of  charac- 
ter did  not  lead  her  to  purfue  the  idol 
admiration  in  the  form  of  mildnefs, 
timidity,  deference,  prudence,  and  de- 
licacy ;  her  fcorn  of  the  gentler  virtues 
was  counterbalanced  by  a  more  ardent 
idolatry  of  exalted  qualities.  She  could 
bear  to  hear  it  faid  that  Lady  Caroline 
Glanville  was  rafli,  precipitate,  ungovern- 
able, and  capricious,  becaufe  thofe  faults 
were  not  incompatible  with  beauty,  ge- 
nius, and  greatnefs  of  foul;  but  fhe 
fhrunk  from  the  imputation  of  folly,  and 
ail  that  weaknefs  which  ignorance  and 
fufceptibility  gild  with  the  name  of  pure 
difintereiled  love.  She  confidered  the 
firft  match  in  England  not  above  her 
ambition,  and  a  hufband  deftitute  of 
lank  and  fortune  as  a  dreadful  degrada- 
tion. 
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tion.  She  had  no  objection  to  Ray- 
mond's feeling  the  power  of  her  charms, 
for  (he  panted  for  univerfal  empire  \  but 
her  foul  indignantly  revolted  at  the 
thought  that  (he  had  given  him  any  co- 
lourable pretence  for  boafting  that  he 
had  made  an  impreflion  on  her  heart. 

In  this  humour  fhe  fet  out  for  Fitz- 
John  Place.  Fearful  that  her  character 
would  not  require  the  diverfity  of  of- 
fered folly,  fhe  abandoned  the  fcheme 
of  eccentric  drefs,  and  determined  to 
awe  her  prefumptuous  adorer  by  the 
magnificence  of  her  appearance,  and  to 
filence  his  audacious  voice  by  the  au- 
fterity  of  her  frowns.  A  glimmeiing 
light  is  equally  unfavourable  to  the  dif- 
play  of  coftly  ornaments  and  indignant 
glances ;  and,  though  her  ladyfhip  had 
praclifed  a  ftep,  a  tofs,  and  a  fwing,  as 
petrifying  as  the  head  of  Medufa,  thefe 
graces  were  inevitably  loft  in  a  crowded 
4  cabin, 
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cabin,  where  no  one  could  command 
more  fpace  than  what  they  were  fcrewed 
into  by  the  conflux  of  company.  Un- 
fortunately too,  either  from  defign  or 
accident,  the  bow  that  Mr.  Raymond 
made  Lord  Glanville  at  his  entrance 
was  not  returned  ;  and  the  fuggeftion 
that  her  father  certainly  intended  to  have 
recourfe  to  fome  unju ft  coercion,  foftened 
her  heart  in  favour  of  a  lover  who 
(efpecially  if  compared  with  the  reft:  of 
the  groupe)  had  a  vaft  deal  of  the  true 
gentleman  in  his  addrefs  and  manner. 
He  faid  feveral  good  things  which  were 
received  with  eclat ;  it  was  evident,  or 
at  lead  Lady  Caroline  thought  fo,  that 
if  he  had  chofen  to  have  directed  his 
devoirs  to  Mifs  Randolph,  they  would 
have  been  favourably  received  ;  for  her 
advances  were  too  unequivocal  to  be 
miftaken.  Here  then  was  the  ground 
of  Sir  John's  refentment  -P  and,  though 

Lady 
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Lady  Caroline  judged  too  favourably 
of  her  own  merits  to  put  herfelf  upon 
a  level  with  a  country  baronet's  daugh- 
ter, ft  ill  it  could  be  pleaded,  that  the 
exigence  of  a  rival  removed  all  charge 
of  Jingularity  from  her  choice,  while 
conftancy  in  his  attachments  threw  fome 
rays  of  romantic  fplendor  on  Raymond's 
character.  Thus  pondering,  when  the 
company  were  fummuned  to  leave  the 
temple,  (lie  faw  him  advance  without 
abhorrence,  and,  at  the  moment  of  ac- 
cepting his  hand  to  lead  her  to  the 
houfe,  fhe  quite  forgot  the  lightning 
glance  and  annihilating  frown  that  was 
to  have  baniihed  him  for'ever.  She  was 
fo  well  amufed  by  his  dry  cauftic  rail- 
lery, as  to  exprefs  a  wifh  to  fee  the  re- 
doubtable Hercules,  and  the  obftreperous 
Sybil  that  t^ad  fo  much  diverted  all  who 
faw  them  ;  and  there  was  fo  much  to 
laugh  at  in  thefe  oddities,  that,  fomehow 

or 
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or  other,  Lady  Caroline  and  Mr.  Ray- 
mond remained  in  the  "  myrtle  grove," 
while  the  reft  of  the  party  crowded 
round  the  blazing  hearths  in  the  higher 
regions. 

I  will  not  minutely  detail  the  conver- 
fation  that  enfued.     Lady  Caroline  con- 
tinued to  proteft   that  {he   had   never 
made  any  engagement,  till   Raymond, 
in  an  agony  of  defpair,  offered  to  return 
all  the  letters  that  fhe  had  fent  him,  and 
rely   entirely   upon   what   her   honour 
fhould  decide  after  their  perufal.     He 
then  fpoke  of  himfelf  as   a  perfecuted 
man.      Lady  Caroline  caught  eagerly 
at  that   term ;  and,   after   fome  artful 
circumlocution,    Raymond    hefitatingly 
owned,  that  Lord  Glanville's  averfion 
to  him  proceeded  to  fuch  ungentleman- 
like  lengths,  that  he  had  procured  him 
to  be   difcharged  from  three   manors, 
and  left  out  of  four  dining  parties  5  and 

he 
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he  then  afked  the  lady  how  it  was  pof- 
fible  for  the  attention  with  which  fhe 
had  favoured  him  to  remain  unfafpecled, 
if  her  father's  officious  malice  continued 
to  countenance  the  fuggeftions  of  im- 
pertinence and  detraction  ?  Her  lady- 
fhip's  fentiments  on  this  head  may  readily 
be  anticipated.  She  vented  her  indig- 
nation in  the  ilrongeft  language ;  and 
fo  impetuous  was  her  third  for  ven- 
geance, that  fhe  liftened  to  Raymond's 
arguments  on  the  expediency  of  freeing 
herfelf  from  fuch  unwarrantable  tyranny, 
without  any  immediate  marks  of  difap- 
probation.  At  this  inftant  (he  perceived 
a  gentleman  in  black  fufficiently  near 
them  to  give  her  caufe  to  fufpect  that 
they  were  overheard. 

When  pride  (loops  to  folly  or  bafe- 
nefs,  the  keennefs  of  its  fenfations  often 
betrays  it  into  a  greater  degree  of  weak- 
nefs  and  abfurdity.     Lady  Caroline  had 

vol.  11.  1  only 
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only  caught  a  glimpfe  of  the  (tranger  ; 
(he  did  not  immediately  confider  that  he 
might  be  only  a  cafual  wanderer  in  the 
Stygian  (hades,  and  not  a  fpy  upon  her 
conduct ;  or  that,    while  there   was  a 
chance  that  their  converfation  had  not 
been  overheard,  it  would  be  as  wife  to 
appear  to  be  only  admiring  Hercules : 
yet,  yielding  to  the  timidity  of  confcious 
error,  (he  could  think  of  no  other  alter- 
native than   immediate  flight.     A  half 
open  door  and  glimmering  light  decided 
her  choice  of  a  place  of  concealment ; 
and  (he  darted,   very  mal  a-propos,  into 
Sir  Peter's  dormitory.     His  uncouth  ap- 
pearance,  and  their  mutual  furprife  at 
this  odd  rencontre  gave  a  new  turn  to 
her  thoughts,  and  fuggefted  the  excufe 
that  (he  had  (laid  behind  on  purpofe  to 
difcover  his  retreat. 

Though  this  apology,  and  the  merri- 
ment that  ;ier  levity  excited,  ferved  to 
glofs  over  her  abfence  for  the  prefent, 
4  the 
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the  recollection  of  the  man  in  black 
haunted  her  with  the  conviction  that 
there  had  been  a  witnefs  of  her  folly. 
Her  folicitude  to  difcover  who  this  un- 
defired  confident  could  be,  foon  ter- 
minated in  certainty.  Mr.  Brudenell 
was  the  only  gentleman  abfent ;  and,  on 
his  entering  the  room  foon  after,  Lady 
Caroline  found  it  impoffible  any  longer 
to  fupport  her  feigned  vivacity.  She 
fat  down  to  ruminate  on  the  mortifying 
certainty  that  fhe  had  degraded  herfelf 
in  the  eyes  of  the  only  perfon  whofe 
approbation  (lie  was  anxious  to  acquire, 
becaufe  that  approbation  was  founded 
on  immutable  principles,  and  was  never 
fubjected  to  the  fluctuations  of  fpleen, 
ram  prejudice,  or  blind  partiality. 

I  would  here  fubmit  one  admonition 
to  the  attention  cf  worthy  characters. 
Let  me  intreat  them  to  confider  the  vail 
importance  of  engrafting  the  amiable 
graces  on  the  flock  of  intrinfic  goodnefs  ; 
1  2  by 
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by  reflecting  on  the  happy  influence 
that  fuch  a  combination  ever  has,  as 
well  on  thofe  who  indulge  themfelves  in 
immoral  exceftes,  as  on  thofe  who, 
while  they  feoff  at  abftrafl;  theories  of 
virtue,  cannot  avoid  reverencing  its 
living  image  when  adorned  with  its  ge- 
nuine attributes.  Lady  Caroline  could 
defpife  the  cenfure  of  a  hod  of  fools. 
She  could  have  retorted  fcorn,  repelled 
impertinence,  ridiculed  officious  zeal, 
and  refuted  the  dogmatifm  of  cynical 
fupercilioufnefs ;  but  to  the  filent  rebuke 
of  genuine  worth,  to  a  cenfure  pointed 
by  real  friend  (hip,  and  foftened  by  bene- 
volent regret,  fhe  was  keenly  fufceptible. 
She  fancied  that  Mr.  Brudenell  at  once 
condemned  and  pitied  her  weaknefs. 
She  thought  that  fhe  beheld  the  gentle 
Sophy  blufhing  at  her  folly  ;  and,  while 
fhe  anticipated  thefe  evils,  the  adulation 
of  rival  coxcombs  and  the  envy  of  rival 
belles  were  difregarded. 

Lady 
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Lady  Caroline  impatiently  wifhed  for 
an  opportunity  of  converting  alone  with 
Mr.  Brudenell.     It  foon  occurred ;  and, 
for  the  fir  ft  time  in  her  life,  fhe  found 
herfelf  deferted  by  the  gay  powers  of 
wit  and  invention.      She  endeavoured 
fo  to  lead  the  converfation,  as  to  induce 
Mr.  Brudenell    to    difcover    what   he 
knew,  without  her  being  in  danger  either 
of  needlefsly  criminating  herfelf,  or  of 
ftill  farther  forfeiting  the  good  man's 
favour,  by  affecting 'to  difguife  what  was 
well  known.     Mr.  Brudenell   faw  her 
perplexity,  and  humanely  relieved  it.— 
"  Am  I,"  faid  he,  "  prefumptuous   in 
fuppofing  that  your  ladyfhip  wiihes  to 
put  my  frequent  aflurances  of  friendfhip 
tothe.teft,   by   engaging  me  as   your 
confident  ?  Believe  me,  madam,  my  zeal 
to  ferve  you  fhall  only  be  bounded  by 
my  ability  fo  to  do  ;  nor  fhall  I  prefcribe 
any  conditions.     You  well  know  what 
fervices  will  accord  with  my  character 
i  3  and 
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and  function,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
you  will  require  no  other." 

"  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Ray- 
mond ?"  inquired  Lady  Caroline  with 
hefitation. 

"  No  other  way  than  from  what  I 
faw  of  him  yeflerday  evening." 

"  And  may  I  afk  your  opinion  of  him 
from  that  knowledge  ?" 

"  I  mould  hope,  madam,  that  he  has 
fome  very  valuable  properties,  to  coun- 
terbalance the  impropriety  of  the  con- 
vention which,  pardon  me,  I  unde- 
fignedly  heard  him  addrefs  to  you." 

"  Lord  Glanville  has  ufed  him  in  the 
bafeft  manner." 

"  I  know  not  his  lordfhip's  reafons, 
madam  ;  but  I  think  that  Mr.  Raymond 
cannot  properly  urge  his  attempt  to  fe- 
duce  you  to  confent  to  a  clandeftine 
elopement,  as  a  proof  that  your  father 
has  miflaken  his  difpofition." 

"He 
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"  He  has  been  treated  in  a  manner 
which  no  gentleman  could  endure." 

"  Ought  he  tlien  to  throw  off  that 
character,"  faid  Mr.  Brudenell  with 
energy,  "  and  act  the  part  of  the  meaner! 
fortune-hunter,  or  the  moil  defperate 
adventurer  ?  I  prefume  not  to  doubt  the 
exiftence  of  fome  meritorious  qualities. 
I  conceive  that  without  them  he  could 
not  have  made  any  progrefs  in  your 
good  opinion.  But  the  man  whom  you 
favour  mould  be  chary  of  your  reputa- 
tion. Honoured  by  fo  flattering  a  pre- 
ference, he  fhould  refpect  your  fair 
fame,  and  lay  it  down  as  the  grand  out- 
line of  his  conduct,  that  the  world  will 
think  him  utterly  unworthy  of  you,  if 
he  fhould  take  advantage  of  your  regard 
to  feduce  you  to  an  action  that  will  call 
in  quefiion  your  prudence,  your  delicacy, 
and  your  filial  piety." 

"  My  prudence  and  my  delicacy,  Sir," 

faid   Lady   Caroline,    colouring,  "  are, 

1  4  and 
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and  I  truft  eve**  will  be,  unqueftioned. 
As  to  what  you  term  filial  piety,  our 
ideas  differ.  I  difown  all  ties  to  the 
earl  of  Glanville,  but  thofe  of  general 
good  will.  I  have  no  reafon  to  thank 
him  for  being  the  involuntary  caufe  of 
my  exigence.  The  laws  of  his  country 
compelled  him  to  fupport  me.  He  be- 
flowfcd  an  expenfive  education  on  me, 
to  gratify  his  own  vanity ;  but  in  that 
education  his  precepts  and  his  practice 
were  eternally  at  variance.  I  formed 
my  own  character ;  and  the  rules  that 
he  drove  to  imprint  on  my  memory 
bade  me  defpife  his  felnfhnefr,  his  mean 
dread  of  death,  and  his  dill  meaner 
envy  of  thofe  who  were  to  fupply  his 
place  on  the  ftage  of  exigence.  Since 
the  introduction  of  yourfelf  and  Sophia 
into  the  family,  though  it  is  an  event  at 
which  I  rejoice,  as  I  truft  it  bleffes  me 
with  the  fociety  of  two  faithful  friends 
whom  I  can  efteem,  my  fentiments  with 

refpect 
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refpect  to  Lord  Glanville  have  become 
more  decided  ;  I  contraft  your  franknefs 
with  his   referve,   your  defire   to  make 
others  happy   with   that  fretful  anxiety 
which  in  him  continually  revolves  in  the 
narrow  circle  of  individual  gratification. 
You  ftudy  no  difguifes,  you  fearch  for 
no  opportunity  of  difplaying  your  own 
excellencies.     I  hear  from  him  nothing 
but  his  own  panegyric,  or  fome  hollow 
compliment ;  and  I  fee  in  him  nothing 
but  meannefs,  vanity,  and  diffimulation. 
I  fpeak  frankly,  Mr.  Erudenell,  for  my 
foul  detefts  deceit ;  and  I  will  own,  what 
indeed  I  could  not  difguife,  that  you 
have  piqued  me  by  the  freedom  of  your 
remarks  on  Mr.  Raymond.     But  do  not 
leave  me,"  continued  (he,  burfling  into 
tears  at  feeing  Mr.  Brudenell  rifmg  as 
if  to   retire ;  "  counfel,  direct,   if  you 
can  preferve  me.    I  lay  no  injunction  on 
you,  but  what  fuits  your  facred  charac- 
1  5  ter. 
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ter.     To  protect  the  orphan  is  a  part  of 
your  duty,  and  I  am  as  an  orphan." 

It  may  be  conceived  that  thofe  feel- 
ings mull  be  acute  which  could  bend 
the  lofty  fpirit  of  Lady  Caroline  Glan- 
ville  to  the  humility  of  intreaty,  or 
to  the  weaknefs  of  apparent  grief. 
Mr.  Brudenell  was  deeply  affected.-— 
"  Let  me,"  faid  he,  "  firft  exprefs  my 
regret  for  having  offended  you,  and 
then  promife  to  perfevere  in  the  fervices 
that  you  require  of  me,  even  if  I  fhould 
fo  far  wound  your  keen  fufceptibility, 
as  to  awaken  your — I  truft  only  mo- 
mentary— refentment.  You  have  re- 
quired my  afliftance  by  fuch  a  facred 
claim,  as  no  {tart  of  petulance,  I  will 
even  fay  no  erroneous  co?iducl,  can  inva- 
lidate. And  now,- not  to  wafte  our  time 
in  vain  profcmons,  let  me  fugged  a  plan 
that  may  reftore  your  peace  of  mind. 
Whatever  your  fentiments  of  Lord  Glan- 

ville 
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ville  may  be,  I  am  convinced  that  your 
heart  would  be  more  at  eafe  if  he  were 
acquainted  with  your  intentions  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Raymond.  Suffer  me  to 
inform  him  of  your  preference  for  that 
gentleman." 

"  Ah,  Mr.  Brudenell !  I  thought 
you  better  fkilled  in  the  art  of  reading 
characters.  In  the  firft  place,  can  you 
be  ignorant  that,  unlefs  a  very  flrong 
light  enabled  you  to  fee  the  earl  grind 
his  teeth  and  contract  his  brows,  his 
words  would  not  convey  to  you  the 
lead  fhadow  of  his  intentions  or  wifhes  ? 
He  would  tell  you,  that  his  daughter 
was  free  as  air,  that  whoever  fhe  fele&ed 
would  be  mod  welcome  to  the  parti- 
cipation of  his  fortune,  and  to  the  fir  ft 
place  in  his  frieridfhip.  And,  perhaps, 
the  next  day  the  country  would  be  in- 
quiring why  Raymond  fuddenly  difap- 
peared.  Dead  men  tell  no  tales,  Mr. 
Brudenell." 

16  «  O, 
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"  O,  Lady  Caroline  !  fuch  fuggeftions 
not  only  tranfcend  the  bounds  of  duty, 
but  of  charity  alfo,  and  I  will  add  of 

jiifiiee:9 

"  Can  you  then  forget  Mifs  Aubrey's 
hiftory,  the  murder  of  her  brother,  and 
the  cruel  defertion  of  your  Sophy's 
brave  unhappy  father?  You  gently 
gloried  over  this  ftory  when  you  re- 
peated it  to  me ;  but,  befide  what  I  have 
gained  from  Jervais,  I  have  had  a  fight 
of  Mrs.  Herbert's  affecting  narrative. 
That  tale  of  forrow,  deftitute  of  all  ar- 
tificial colouring,  fpeaks  to  the  heart, 
and  requires  no  comment.  Have  I  not 
alfo  my  own  mother's  well-remembered 
wrongs  to  revenge  ?  She  tenderly  loved 
me,  and  I  know  her  heart  was  broken 
by  the  cruel  injuries  and  bafe  neglect 
that  fhe  experienced.  O,  Mr.  Brude- 
nell !  be  ingenuous ;  confefs  that  I  can- 
not think  too  ill  of  Lord  Glanville." 

"You 
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"  You  have  impofed  upon  me  a  very- 
difficult    talk,"     replied    the    venerable 
counfellor.     "  My    facred    office    calls 
upon  me  to  abhor  fin  wherever  I  fee  it ; 
but  it  alfo  bids  me  unite  with  that  ab- 
horrence my  mod  earned  endeavours  to 
reclaim    the   offender.       I    am    not   an 
apologifl:  for  Lord  Glanville's  offences. 
The  fteps  that.  I  took  to  reftore  Mifs 
Aubrey's  reprefentative  to  her  juft  rights 
will  mew  you  the  point  of  view  in  which 
I  regard    her   feducer.      I  will    farther 
own,  that  I  have  had  many  reafons  to 
think  your  delineation  of  Lord  Glan- 
ville's character  correct.      But  pardon 
me  if  I  reprove  you  for  exaggerating 
its  dark  fhades,  inftead  of  endeavouring 
to  foften  them.     The  hand  of  a  child 
fhould  rather  be  employed  in  throwing 
a  veil  over  a  father's  fhame,  than  in 
pointing  it  out  to  general  obfervation. 
The  rule  of  conduct  which,  with  defec- 
tive ability,  yet  with  humble  fincerity 

of 


IB 4  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

of  heart,  I  attempt  to  follow,  prefcribes 
duty  to  a  parent  as  a  pofitive  injunction, 
no  way  dependent  on  the  inherent  qua- 
lities of  the  perfon  who  has  a  natural 
right  to  claim  it.  Chriftianity  alfo  re- 
quires us  to  return  good  for  evil,  to  be 
ready  at  all  times  to  renounce  our  wifhes, 
in  order  to  promote  the  good  of  others ; 
and  it  requires  us  to  diftinguifh  carefully 
between  averfion  to  fin  and  perfonal 
enmity  to  an  offender.  Your  discern- 
ment, madam,  mud  convince  you  how 
admirably  thefe  rules  are  adapted  to  the 
idea  which  our  holy  faith  prefents  us, 
of  the  nature  of  fallen,  dependent, 
peccable,  and  finite  man.  You  will 
allow  that  they  are  defigned  to  ftrengthen 
the  bond  of  focial  union,  by  teaching 
us  to  fympathize  in  the  frailty  of  our 
common  nature,  while  they  enjoin  a 
mofr.  watchful  attention  to  our  own  con- 
duel.  Lord  Glanville  is,  indeed,  very 
faulty  5  but  are  we  innocent  ?  For  my- 

felf, 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  1 83 

felf,  I  cannot  throw  a  (lone.  I  am  con- 
fcious  that  in  the  conteft  I  had  with  him, 
while  I  was  endeavouring  to  reftore 
Sophia  to  her  birthright,  I  was  fometimes 
hurried  on  by  refentment,  and  fome- 
times (timulated  by  ambition.  Even 
now,  while  with  partial  kindnefs  you 
pronounced  my  panegyric,  I  felt  the 
dangerous  inticement  of  vanity  impelling 
me  to  an  unwarrantable  confidence  in 
my  own  defert.  Warned  by  this  recent 
example,  fuffer  me  Lady  Caroline  to 
fay,  that  the  wifeft  courfe  is,  to  fix  our 
eyes  upon  our  own  conduct,  and  ro  re- 
gard that  of  others  no  farther  than  as 
we  have  power  to  correct  and  amend  it; 
or  to  preferve  ourfelves  and  our  fellow- 
creatures  from  the  baleful  effects  of 
vice,  either  when  it  operates  by  fecret 
treachery,  open  hoftility,  or  pernicious 
example.  Let  us  be  careful  to  do  what 
is  right ;  we  mail  not  anfwer  for  the  fins 
of  others*     One  word  more,  dear  lady : 

furely 
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furely  even  moral  prudence  bids  us  be- 
ware of  punifhing  ourfelves,  by  way  of 
(hewing  our  enemies  that  we  dare  be 
revengeful." 

Lady  Caroline  paufed. 

"  Are  thefe,"  faid  (he  to  herfelf,  "  the 
tenets  of  a  faith  which  I  have  been  taught 
to  confider  as  broaching  contradictory 
doctrines,  and  inforcing  impracticable 
morals  ?  I  have  been  told,  that  Chrif- 
tianity  was  the  fabrication  of  ambitious 
men  who  fought  to  erecl:  an  enormous 
fyflem  of  peculation  and  prieflly  govern- 
ment on  the  credulity  of  the  ignorant 
multitude ;  and  that,  in  order  to  con- 
solidate their  ufurpation,  the  clergy  uni- 
formly infilled  on  duties  fo  inimical  to 
the  common  affairs  of  life,  and  to  the 
general  views  of  mankind,  that  they 
required  a  previous  renunciation  of  all 
temporal  purfuits,  as  an  initiatory  ftep, 
without  which  it  wa§  impoffible  to  have 
any  chance  of  a  happy  futurity.     Does 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Brudenell's  compendium  of  Chrif- 
tian  morals  accord  with  the  expofuions 
that  I  have  heard  of  that  famous  text, 
Ci  Ye  cannot  ferve  God  and  mammon  ?" 
He  feems  to  pay  attention  to  expedience 
and  worldly  polity  ;  at  lead  his  tenets 
coincide  with  an  enlightened  view  of 
civil  fociety,  and  the  intricacies  of  the 
human  character." 

I  will  not  accompany  Lady  Caroline 
through  the  train  of  her  mufmgs. 
Thought  is  volatile,  uncircumfcribed,and 
impetuous  in  its  evolutions ;  and  Lady 
Caroline  alternately  felt  offended,  re- 
proved, and  delighted.  Now  perfuaded 
that  Mr.  Brudenell  had  gloried  over  the 
abfurdities  of  his  fyftem;  now  convinced 
that  his  nature  was  too  ingenuous  to 
affect  belief,  while  he  doubted  in  his 
heart.  She  at  lad  refolved  to  admit  re- 
ligion to  a  full  impartial  hearing,  by 
paying  as  much  attention  to  the  repre- 
fentations  of  its  fincere  friend,  as  fhe  had 

done 
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done  to  the  falfe  glories  of  its  adverfaries, 
or  to  the  mis-flatements  of  fome  well- 
intentioned  but  injudicious  advocates. 
But,  like  the  alarmed  but  irrefolute 
Felix,  (he  deferred  this  examination  to 
a  more  "  convenient feaf on" 

But,  though  (he  poftponed  her  accep- 
tance of  the  cordial  of  immortality  which 
this  kind  phyfician  of  fouls  was  eager  to 
prefent,  fhe  continued  anxious  to  retain 
his  favour. — "  You  have  degraded  me 
in  my  own  eyes,"  faid  fhe  to  Mr.  Bru- 
denell ;  "  and  I  will  own,  felf-humilia- 
tion  is  to  me  both  a  new  and  a  painful 
fenfation.  You  feem  to  think  it  whole- 
fome,  and  I  will  try  to  endure  it.  I  can- 
not, however,  let  it  be  accompanied 
with  the  certainty  that  I  have  forfeited 
your  efteem  ;  you  muft  therefore  act  up 
to  your  own  precepts,  and  mingle  chaf- 
tifement  with  benignity  to  the  oJender. 
I  fee  that  I  have  acted  very  wrong ;  yet 
while  I  find  myfelf  involved  in  the  con- 
ferences. 
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fequences  of  my  own  faults,  I  am  not 
mean  nor  envious.  I  rejoice  in  Sophia's 
brighter  profpects.  I  yield  her  the  for- 
tune to  which  I  confidered  myfelf  heirefs, 
without  feeling  any  diminution  of  my 
affection  for  her.  I  will  mention  too 
(for,  perhaps,  it  is  only  in  my  prefent 
train  of  thought  that  I  can  fpeak  of 
myfelf  without  impropriety)  a  renun- 
ciation (till  more  difficult  to  a  female 
mind :  I  faw  the  attentions  of  the  amia- 
ble Selborne  to  her  without  envy,  and 
I  rejoiced  at  my  fair  friend's  conqueft 
at  the  very  inftant  that  1  felt  the  infinite 
inferiority  of  my  own  admirer." 

"  O,  Lady  Caroline  1"  returned  Mr. 
Brudenell,  "  how  noble  is  your  native 
felf !  But  even  the  richeft  foil  requires 
careful  cultivation." 

"  We  will  talk  farther  on  this  fub- 
jecV*  faid  Lady  Caroline,  rifing.  "  I 
fee  the  point  to  which  you  would  lead 
me,  and   will  endeavour  to  determine 

as 
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as  you  would  wifh.  I  fay  nothing  to 
you  on  the  fubjeft  of  fecrefy ;  for, 
though  you  learned  my  fituation  with- 
out my  intending  that  you  mould,  I 
know  you  will  not.  betray  me.  But 
tell  me,  does  Sophia  know  my  folly  I 
Do  I  alfo  look  meanly  in  her  eyes  ?" 

Mr.  Brudenell  aflured  her  that  no 
one  but  himfelf  knew  of  her  interview 
with  Raymond ;  and,  after  a  deep  figh, 
Lady  Caroline  retired ;  afTuring  him 
that  he  mould  foon  hear  farther  from 
her  on  this  fubjecl. 
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CHAP.    XVII. 

The  Politics  of  Fitzjohn  Place  continue  in 
Oppofiiion  to  thofe  of  Glanville  Gajlle. 

On  leaving  Mr.  Brudenell,  Lady  Caro- 
line determined  to  enter  upon  an  im- 
mediate fcrutiny  of  her  own  heart;  for, 
while  fhe  iiftened   to  his  precepts,  me 
thought  nothing  could  be  more  glaring 
than  the  abfurdity  of  encouraging  the 
addrerTes  of  a  man  who  was  little  more 
than  indifferent  to  her,  for  the  fake  of 
mortifying  her  father.     She  refolved  to 
alk     herfelf    thefe     ferious    queitions: 
"  Could  I  pafs   my   life   happily  with 
Raymond  ?  Are  his  temper,  character, 
habits,  and  tafte,  fo  congenial  to  my  own 
as  to  render  a  union  with  him  necejfary 

to 
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to  my  peace  ?"  Thefe  inquiries  led  her 
to  ponder  on  the  character  of  her  adorer ; 
and,  though  her  ladyfhip  had  enough  of 
the  romantic  to  feel  little  doubt  of  the 
exiftence  of  pure  difinterefted  paflion  in 
what  others  would  think  very  fufpicious 
circumflances,  fhe  could  not  help  own- 
ing that,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  if  her  per- 
fon  had  been  more  like  Hecate  than 
Hebe,  it  was  very  pojjlble  for  a  younger 
brother  to  fall  in  love  with  the  reputed 
heirefs  of  eight  thoufand  a  year.     The 
reputed  heirefs — thofe  words  fuggefled 
a  project ;  and   fhe   determined  to  put 
Mr.  Raymond's  attachment  to  the  ted, 
by  alluring  him  that  fhe  was  precluded 
from  inheriting  the  Glanville  fortune. 

Projects  are  generally  unfortunate 
things  to  young  ladies.  Indeed  I  have  a 
general  diflike  to  them;  and  I  have  fo  of- 
ten feen  the  quicknefs  of  female  feeling  be- 
tray the  mod  profound  fcheme  of  female 
fubtlety,  that  I  have  never  regretted  our 

exclufion 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  I9I 

exclufion  from  political  rights,  though 
fome  of  my  filter  authors  have  lamented 
it  with  pathetic  and  fomewhat  acrimo- 
nious fufceptibility.     I  am,  indeed,  con- 
vinced that  a  female  parliament  would 
not  only  (to  ufe  a  quaint  phrafe)   be 
continually  flying  off  in  a  tangent,  but 
that  a  female  adminiftration  would    be 
fo  foon  out-generalled  by  a  male  oppo- 
fition,  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  ftrug- 
gle  for  a  fupremacy  which  we  want  cir- 
cumfpection  to  render  permanent.  And, 
fince  unfuccefsful  refinance  always  in- 
curs the  odious   name  of  rebellion,  it 
is  perhaps  the  wife  ft  courfe  to  conform 
to  the  long  eftabiifned  treaty  which  has 
fubfifted  betw.  en   us    and    our  prefent 
governors  (though  lome  of  the  articles 
are     certainly    inconvenient),    left    we 
mould,  by  an  ill-concerted  infurrection, 
give  them  a  pita  for   ftri&er  coercion. 
My  fair  readers  may  be  allured  that, 
though  I  make   this  free  ftatement  of 

my 
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my  opinion,  I  fhall  not  omit  to  put  in  a 
f'aving  claufe  in  favour  of  our  right  to 
remonjlrate^  which  is  a  very  ancient 
branch  of  the  female  prerogative,  and 
cannot  be  given  up. 

To  apply  thefe  obfervatbns  to  private 
life :  I  am  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  general  unfitnefs  of  my  fex  for  any 
thing  that  wears  the  appearance  of  plot, 
chicanery,  and  deep  defign,  that  I  would 
ftrongly  advife  my  fair  readers  never  to 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  furreptitious  alTift- 
ance,  but  to  reft  their  actions  on  the 
firm  bafis  of  integrity,  candour,  and 
generous  franknefs ;  with  this  fole  re- 
fervation,  that  they  put  thefe  noble  quali- 
ties under  the  guidance  of  difcretion. 
An  artful  woman  is  a  monfter,  and  ge- 
nerally a  fool.  I  would  particularly 
advife  zWfpinfters  under  the  age  of  five 
and  twenty  never  to  attempt  to  outwit 
a  lover  who  is  not  fairly  turned  of  his 
grand  climacteric.  If  he  be,  I  not  only 
3  allow 
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allow  that  amorous  threefcore  and  ten 
is  fair  game,  bu:  that  it  is  eafily  caught, 
even  by  the  Simplicity  of  eighteen,  and 
generally  without  any  afliftance  fro  n  the 
lady  mother  :  it  is,  therefore,  lawful  to 
turn  it  to  the  bed  advantage. 

To  return  to  my  narrative  :  As  Lady- 
Caroline  conceived  it  impoflible  that 
Raymond  mould  know  any  thing  of 
her  claims  to  the  Lewfon  property,  Ihe 
thought  his  difintereftednefs  was  Lirly 
put  to  the  tefl,  by  informing  him  that 
fhe  was  not  the  hcirefs  of  the  Glanville 
fortune.  Now,  though  this  intelligence 
fomewhat  chilled  the  ardour  of  Ray- 
mond's attachment,  yet  after  a  little 
firuggle  the  tender  flame  revived  with 
all  its  wonted  fury.  He  had,  indeed, 
a  deeper  knowledge  of  the  fortune- 
hunter's  arithmetic  than  his  charmer 
fuppofed  j  and,  after  an  exact  calcula- 
tion, he  difcovered  that  it  was  at  lead 
ten  to  one  againft  his  fecuring  a  better 
match  ;    for   I  muft  obferve,  that  this 

vol.  11.  k  acute 
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acute  inquirer  knew  the  contents  of 
Lord  Lewfon's  will  to  a  tittle,  and  even 
the  funds  in  which  his  fortune  was  de- 
ported. 

His  anfwer  to  the  Lady  was  of  courfe 
full' of  joy,  rapture,  hope,  and  eternal 
love.  Now  that  the  isnmenfe  and  foul- 
appalling  difference  between  them  was 
removed,  he  felt  authorized  to  talk  of 
his  own  profpecls.  Had  he  detailed 
thefeat  length, they  would  have  ftretched 
out  like  the  royal  line  of  Banquo,  and 
perhaps  with  as  vifionary  an  afpecl:. 
They  confilted  in  the  firm  friendship  of 
Lord  Phantome,  the  gratitude  of  the 
Marquis  of  Lethe,  the  reiterated  pro- 
mi  (es  of  Sir  Tittup  Cant  well,  and  a 
chance  of  fucceeding  to  old  Scapegrace's 
fortune,  againfl  which  latter  poffibijity 
nothing  could  be  urged  but  that  old 
Scapegrace  was  in  perfecl  fubmiiTion  to 
his  houlckeeper,  and  fo  fond  of  her 
feven  children,  that  he  called  them  his 
own  dear  little  darlings.  As  an  enu- 
meration 
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meration  of  thefe  profpects  would  have 
had  an  ungentiel  air  in  a  love-letter,  Mr. 
Raymond  fupplied  them  by  this  well- 
turned  paragraph: 

"  And  now,  deareft  Lady  Caroline, 
generous  as  you  are,  you  mud  fuffer  me 
to  talk  of  my  numerous,  powerful,  and 
zealous  friends ;  of  my  noble  and  ex- 
tenfive  connexions ;  of  my  wealthy  and 
affectionate  relations.     Your  goodnefs, 

0  molt  divine  of  women !  makes  me 
feel  proud  and  humble  too  ;   for,  while 

1  boafl  that  your  efteem  is  my  chief 
diftinction, never  was  man  more  favoured 
than  I  have  been  by  general  edeem.  I 
will  not  any  longer  offend  the  active 
zeal  of  thofe  who  love  me.  I  will  not 
wound  their  tendernefs  by  indulging  the 
rigid  dignity  of  independence,  and  the 
lofty  pride  of  virtue.  I  will  condefcend 
to  let  them  ierve  me  ;  and  when  their 
efforts  have  placed  me  in  that  ilation 
for  which  they  have  long  thought  me 
qualified,  I  will  de?nand  from  the  proud 

k  2  earl 
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earl  of  Glanviile  his  daughter,  rich  in 
native  excellence,  though  poor  in  the 
fordid  comprehenfion  of  vulgar  minds." 

Though  Lady  Caroline  was  fuperior 
to  common-place  flattery,  fhe  really 
thought  fome  parts  of  Raymond's  letter 
extremely  finking.  Our  views  of  wealth 
are  all  comparative ;  and  (he  had  been 
fo  long  ufed  to  contemplate  her  rever- 
fionaiy  right  to  immenfe  riches,  that 
forty  thoufand  pounds  feemed  to  her 
fcarcely  worth  valuing.  Befides,  like 
mo  ft  young  people  bred  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  luxuries  that  unbounded 
affluence  can  purchafe,  (he  not  only  un- 
der-rated their  importance  to  her  own  hap- 
pinefs,  but  had  a  very  indefinite  concep- 
tion of  the  value  of  money.  She  had  of- 
ten feen  people  of  fmall  fortunes  with 
large  families  make  a  genteel  appearance, 
and  feem  eafy  and  comfortable  ;  and  fhe 
had  never  endeavoured  to  peep  behind 
that  curtain  which  prudence  draws  over 

domeftie 
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domeftic  inquietude.  She  never  re- 
flected on  the  many  heart-aches  that 
mud  attend  an  improvident  dilation  of 
the  purfe,  nor  confidered  that  external 
Jhow  mud,  in  fuch  circumftances,  be 
fupported  at  the  expence  of  internal 
quiet.  Her  favourite  fludies  furnrfhed 
her  with  many  a  philofophic  rant  againfl: 
wealth  ;  and,  without  confidering  that 
thefe  philippics  fmelt  ftrongly  of  dif- 
appointnient  and  dtfeontent,  me  lolled 
upon  her  downy  couch,  and  raved 
againfl  the  anxious  folicitude  of  the 
worldling. 

With  regard  to  rank,  her  ideas  were 
not  quite  fo  abdracted.  She  faw  that 
it  was  allowed  ?.s  a  pafTport  to  confe- 
quence ;  but  the  difdnclion  of  perfonal 
merit  was  mod  gratifying  to  her  natural 
vanity  and  acquired  prejudices.  She 
had  fpent  mod  of  her  life  on  the  con- 
tinent. She  had  k&n  empires  and  dates 
k  3  fuddenly 
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fuddenly  overwhelmed,  and  hereditary 
fortunes  involved  in  public  ruin.  Amidst 
this  general  wreck,  genius  alone  Teemed 
to  have  power  to  brave  the  fiorm  ;  or, 
rather,  fo  to  direct  the  jarring  elements 
as  to  make  them  inftru mental  in  con- 
ducing it  to  the  defired  haven.  At 
prefent  The  had  feen  little  of  Englifh  fo- 
ciety  ;  and  from  that  little  was  led  to 
doubt  whether  it  had  not  Hill  too 
ariftocratic  a  tendency,  to  allow  that  dis- 
tinction to  fuperior  talent,  merely  from 
admiratioxi  of  its  powers,  which  the  con- 
vulfed  (late  of  affairs  abroad  permitted 
men  of  abilities  to  obtain.  Here,  then, 
were  two  points  which  (lie  refolved  to 
inveftigate  the  enfuing  winter  ;  namely, 
whether  Mr.  Raymond's  pretenfions  to 
intellectual  pre-eminence  were  real,  and 
whether  thofe  claims  were  generally  al- 
lowed. 

Let   us   leave    Lady  Caroline   in  this 
humour,  and  repair  to  Fitzjohn  Place, 

where 
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where  it   may  be  expected  that   black 
defpair    and     diiappointrncnt     reigned. 
To  add   to   all  the   mifchances   of  the 
ball,    Lady  Fitzjohfl   had    adopted    the 
opinion,  that  this  it  range  mifs,  whom  no- 
body knew,  and  every  body  liked,  was 
intentionally   a   rival  to  Melifandriania. 
She    obierved,    that    Sophia    fpoke    to 
Lord   Glanville   feveral    times    in    the 
*    courfe  of  the  evening,  which,  according 
to  her  view  of  affairs,  was  abominably 
forward ;  and    fo    (he   hoped    the    earl 
thought ;  for  me  heard  him  anfwer  her 
in    that    laconic   querulous  ftyle   which 
very  high-bred  gentlemen  ufe  to   their 
own  family,  or  to  people  that  they  don't 
care    about.       Lady    Caroline,    indeed, 
feemed    verv   fond    of    this    mifs ;    but 
Lady  Caroline  was I  think  it  pru- 
dent not  to  fill  up  this  hiatus,  efpecially 
when  I  inform    my  readers,   that  L'ldy 
Fitzjohn  had  now  pofnively  determined, 
thiU  this  moil    malicious  of  daughters 
k  4  -  not 
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not  only  faw  and  oppofed  her  fathers 
attachment,  but  abfolutely  introduced 
this  humble  coufin,  to  ufe  her  own 
wore?,  to  fet  her  cap  at  the  old  man, 
and  do  as'her  miitrefs  bade  her.  Me- 
Kfandriania,  fhe  obferved,  had  too  much 
good  fcnfe  to  be  fo  docile  j  but,  as  this 
bafe  attempt  of  Lady  Caroline's  "  to 
break  the  lily  band  of  plighted  love" 
called  for  condign  punifhmenr,  Lzdy 
Fitzjohn  was  refolved  to  inflift  it. 

The  breakfail  party  affembled  at  a 
late  hour  the  morning  after  the  gala ; 
and  Sir  Bronze,  who  really  was  per- 
fectly feber,  felt  a  little  doubtful  whe- 
ther he  did  not  "  cut-Iiercd  HerodM 
in  his  extravagancies  the  preceding 
evening.  But  the  lovely  Meiifandria- 
nia  foon  prevented  the  intrufion  of  that 
e  fi>off  acquaintance  called  Modefty, 
with  whom,  many  years  ago.  Sir  Bronze 
had  a  mod  irreconcileable  quarrel,  by 
playing  off  a  little  adroit  flattery  in  a 

neat 
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neat  manner.     She  called  the  breaking 
open  theclofet  door  a  delightful  explofion, 
and  affirmed  that  the  ladies  were  almofl 
con vu lied  with  laughter,  when,  on  the 
waiter's  bringing  him  lemonade  inftead 
of  champagne,  he  toffed  the  liquor  as 
neatly  into  the  fellow's  gaping  mouth, 
as  if  he   had  done  it  with  a  pop-gun. 
Sir  Bronze,  though  he  did  not  admire 
the  pop-gun,   was  really  glad  of  a  little 
praifej  and  a  very  promising  flirtation 
commenced,   which  drew  many  fignifi- 
cant  nods  and  fmiles  from  her  ladyfhip, 
and  one  dolorous  "  humph!"  from  Sir 
Peter.     As   to   Mr.  Artremidorus,   the 
part  that  he  played  on   thefe  occafions 
was    uniform.       Unlets   he   fortunately" 
met  with  an  opportunity  of  joining,  by 
execrating  the  mufrins,  confounding  the 
chocolate,  or  emptying  the  contents  of 
the  tea-pot  into  the  iiop-bafin,  with  a 
protection  that  it  was   too   infernally 
k  5  naufeous, 
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naufeous,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
picking  his  teeth,  or  rolling  with  his 
two  pointers  on  the  chintz  fofa. 

"  But,  dear  Sir  Bronze,"  exclaimed 
Lady  Fitzjohn  after  a  long  continued 
he!  he!  he!  and  a  declaration  that  me 
feldom  laughed,  but  really  his  wit  was 
infufferable  ;  "  Do  you  know  any  thing 
of  that  Mifs  Herbert  ?  I  thought  her  ra- 
ther an  odd-looking  girl." 

"  A  mere  twaddle"  returned  Sir 
Bronze,  who  readily  adopted  the  proper 
cue.  "  She  dajhed  a  little  lad  autumn 
at  Bath,  but  nobody  minded  her.  Oh 
yes :  faith  my  memory  is  fo  devilifh  bad, 
there  was  an  old  fellow  on  two  crutches, 
a  Sir — —plague  on't  I  can't  think  of 
thefe  Welfh  baronets.  Oh,  Sir  William 
Evan?.  He  ufed  to  put  on  his  green 
fpeclacle's,  and  look  at  her;  but  the  thing 
did  not  take  j  yet  I  can't  fay  it  was  the 
girl's  fault," 

"  Oh," 
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"  Oh,"  (aid  Lady  Fkzjohn,  "  how 
foon  you  men  of  true  fafhion  find  out 
forward  girls.  So  (he  could  not  catch 
old  Sir  Taffy  after  all  ?  Well  it  is  fo 
un .: -eafurably  comical.  But  I  doubt 
whether  Mas  will  have  better  fuccefs* 
with  her  prefent  flame." 

"  Who's  that  V*  inquired  Sir  Bronze. 
"  Upon  my  foul,  Lady  Fitzjohn,  you 
quite  terrify  me.  I  think  hanging  and 
marrying  jtrft  alike  ;  and  if  this  enter- 
prizing  lady  has  any  defigns  upon  me9 
fpeak — quick — by  all  our  friendfhip,  I'll 
order  my  curricle,  and  drive  to  the  an- 
tipodes in  an  inflant." 

"  Or  to  the  devil  fooner  than  be 
married."  re-echoed  Mr.  Artremidorus. 

M  Oh  fye,  Artre,  my  dear,"  returned 
her  ladyinip  very  gravely.  "  You  al- 
ways will  go  too  far  a  great  deaL 
Though,  I  own,  girls  of  this  age  are  fo 
brought  up,  that  they  deter  prudent 
men  from  marrying.  I  faw  the  evil  of 
k  6  this 


204  THE    INFIDEL.  FATTIER. 

this  cuftom,  fo  educated  Melifandriania 
myfelf,  under  my  own  eye ;  and  I  am 
fure  (he  has  not  one  idea  that  I  did  not 
inculcate.  But  I  believe,  Sir  Bronze, 
you  need  not  he  alarmed  about  this 
Mifs  Herbert.  That  is  to  fay,  I  mean, 
not  juft  yet.  Your  turn  may  be  next 
for  any  thing  I  know ;  but  at  prefent, 
I  find,  me  flrikes  at  an  earl.  Pray  did 
you  mind  when  Melifandriania  fainted, 
how  (he  ftepped  up  to  Lord  Glanville, 
with  a  "  I  hope  you  are  not  hurt,  Sir  ?" 
I  blufhed  at  her  impudence  I  vow ;  and 
I  thought  fhe  might  have  had  more  hu- 
manity too,  for  there  was  my  timid  love 
fainting,  and  nobody  to  catch  her  if  (he 
fell :  for  his  lordfhip  flood  looking  at 
her,  fo  affected,  that  he  had  not  power 
to  ftm" 

"  You  forget,"  faid  Sir  Bronze  with 
a  loud  laugh,  "  that  I  was  clofeted 
when  the  fiddlers  turned  tumblers." 

"  O 
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%t  O  dear  Sir  Bronze  Vs  exclaimed 
IMelifandriania,  "  don't  mention  the 
clofet  again,  if  you  have  any  love  for 
me,  or  I  (hall  die  of  laughing." 

Lady  Fitzjohn  gently  (truck  her 
daughter's  elbow,  by  way  of  a  maternal 
check  ;  and  turning  to  Sir  Bronze,  who 
feemed  a  little  aftonifhed,  obferved,  that 
this  was  all  pure  nature.  "  The  mod 
undefigning  creature  in  the  world," 
continued  ike.  "  But  I  want  to  hear 
more  about  Mifs  Herbert.  Does  any- 
body know  what  (he  is,  or  who  (he  is  ? 
No  fortune  I  fuppofe  ?" 

"  She  does  not  look  like  a  girl  of 
fortune,"  replied  Sir  Bronze  ;  "  but  I 
don't  know  how  it  was,  there  was  a  fort 
of  talk  that  (he  would  be  fomebody 
fome  time  or  other.  A  confufed  tale 
about  her  being  related  to  a  lord,  who 
had  reafom  for  not  owning  her." 

"  I  underftand  you,"  faid  Lady 
Fitzjohn  nodding.    "  Pray,  Sir  Bronze, 

don't 
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don't  fpeak  any  plainer. — Melifandriania, 
love,  take  your  harp;  you  know  you 
are  always  inferable  when  you  are  not 
at  your  mufic. — I  fend  her  away,  Sir,5* 
whifpering  the  baronet,  "  becaufe  flie 
is  the  mod  delicate  creature  in  the  world ; 
the  lead  blunt  expreffion  d'tftrcffcs  her. 
But  as  to  Mils  Herbert,  I  have  fuch  an 
utter  averfton  to  fitch  fort  of  doings,  that 
I  think  people  of  that  fort  never  fhould 
come  into  company.  But  you  know 
L-iciy  Caroline  is  fo  wife,  and  enlightened 
in  her  own  conceit,  that  to  be  fure  one 
mud  not  direct  her,  elfe  I  would  fay 
people  of  Mifs  Herbert's  defcription  are 
not  fit  company  for  honeftly-born 
young  ladies.  Don't  you  think  fo,  Sir 
Bronze  ?" 

Sir    Bronze    was    relieved  from   the 

trouble  of  aofwering  this  harangue,  by 

ArLemidorus  .declaring,    with    a    loud 

yawn,  that  they  were  fpending  the  morn- 

J  3  i"g 
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ing  in  a  confoundedly  ftupid  manner. 
A  fpirited  debate  enfued  between  the 
gentlemen,  which,  as  it  confifted  of  very 
little;  bcfide  fafhionable  oaths  and  cant 
phrafes,  I  will  not  tranfcribe.  Though 
the  fair  Melifandriania  continued  to 
"  flrike  the  warbling  wire,"  with  (at 
lead  in  her  own  opinion)  the  beauty, 
grace,  and  execution  of  a  Cecilia,  her 
barbarous  brother  bore  off  the  baronet, 
to  wiinefs  the  rapturous  enjoyments  of 
a  cock-fight. 

"  I  declare  he  grows  more  and  more 
b'rutifh  every  day,  and  I  hate  him  worfe 
and  worfe,"  cried  the  fair  enraged  mu- 
fician,  flepping  from  her  harp  the  mo- 
ment Sir  Bronze  was  out  of  hearing, 
and  following  him  with  her  (training 
eyes  from  the  window.  I  wonder  if  it 
is  the  fafhion  for  brothers  to  be  fo 
rude." 

"  Yes,"  faid  Lady  Fitzjohn,  "  all  the 
llylifh   men  that   I  know  behave   like 

boors 


1:8  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

boors  to  their  fitters.  Don't  mind  it, 
love;  for,  you  know,  Artre  will  get 
elevated  after  dinner  ;  and  then,  if  Sir 
Bronze  be  fober,  you  may  fing  and  play 
to  him  all  the  evening.  But  I  have 
jufi:  made  a  great  difcovery.  As  fure 
as  you  are  alive,  Mifs  Herbert  is  nothing 
but  a  bafe-horn  brat  of  Lord  Glanville's, 
and  I  am  afionifhed  that  Lady  Caroline 
can  feem  to  be  fond  of  her." 

"  Oh  mamma !"  returned  Mifs  Fitz- 
John,  "  it  came  m  two  winters  ago  for 
very  high  ladies  to  Hand  godmothers 
to  the  natural  children  of  all  their  rela- 
tions. Lady  Random  topped  thefafhion; 
for  fhe  was  fo  fond  of  a  little  odious 
thing  of  her  hufband's,  that  fhe  drerled 
it  in  a  CircajTian  drefs,  and  made  it  fit 
by  her  crofs-1  egged  on  the  fofa,  with 
a  white  turban  on ;  and  if  any  body 
afktd  her  who  the  pretty  creature  was, 
flie  always  anfwered,  "  Only  a  little 
miftake  of  Sir  Peregrine's." 

"  Aye,'3 
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u  Aye/'    faid    Lady     Fitzjohn,    "  I 

thought  Lady  Caroline  had  fome  au- 
thority for  her  whims.  I  don't  mind 
this  Mifs  Herbert  now,  for  (he  cannot 
('and  in  your  light,  you  know." 

"  La,  mamma !  I  wifh  you  would 
not  keep  talking  to  me  about  that  ugly 
old  man.  He  is  fo  gloomy,  and  fo  fo- 
Jemn,  and  as  Sir  Bronze  fays,  fuch  a 
ing  mountain  of  mifery,  that  I  de- 
clare even  dancing  with  him  gave  me 
the  vapours,  and  I  could  not  look  up 
again  the  whole  evening." 

"  To  be  fure,  child,"  refumed  Lady 
Fitzjohn,  "  he  is  but  a  difagreeable 
fort  of  a  man  ;  but  then  that  will  be  of 
no  confequence,  only  juft  during  court* 
{hip  ;  for  after  you  arc  married  you  will 
fee  very  little  of  my  lord,  you  know. 
Not  but  that  I  hope  you  will  make  a 
very  prudent  wife,  and  I  dare  fay  you 
will  be  quite  exemplary  in  your  beha- 
viour. 


2IO         THE    1NFIDEJL    FATHER. 

viour.  I  would  not,  however,  have  you 
over-obfervant  neither ;  for  you  muft 
go  out,  my  dear,  when  you  are  a 
countefs,  to  keep  up  your  connexions, 
and  to  (hew  your  equipage,  and  for 
your  health's  fake,  and  to  preveiu  being 
low  Spirited  ;  and  if  my  lord  can't  go 
with  you,  why  he  mult  flay  at  home, 
you  know.  And  fo  I  hope  you  will 
go  on  very  well,  till  the  dear  dead  old 
man  fets  you  quite  at  liberty  ;  and  then, 
who  knows  ?  you  may  have  a  fecond 
chance  for  Sir  Bronze." 

"  Oh,  Sir  Bronze  never  will  marry 
me  when  I  am  old  and  u^ly." 

"  Dear  love,  what  can  make  you  fo 
low  ?  though,  to  be  fure,  the  Madona 
look  does  become  you.  Try  it  on  Sir 
Bronze  this  afternoon  ;  for  I  would  not 
have  you  break  with  him,  till  you  are 
quite  fure  of  my  lord.  But,  as  I  was  ob- 
ferving,  if  you  fhould  be  countefs  of 
Glanville,  and  if  the  earl  ihould  die,— 

we 
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we  will  give  him  feven  years.— No,  flay 
—  feven  years  is  too  long.  I  think  the 
chances  are  in  your  favour  that  you  will 
be  a  widow  in  five.  I  think  my  loi 
about  feventy.  Seventy  and  eighteen-^ 
I  would  not  have  you  accept  of  one 
farthing  lefs  than  four  thoufand  a  year 
jointure,  and  you  mult  have  a  thoufand. 
a  year  pin-money." 

"Oh  good  gracious!"  interrupted 
the  young  lady,  "  do  you  think  my  lord 
would  give  me  four  thoufand  a  year  ? 
Why  it  is  more  than  Sir  Bronze  is 
worth  I" 

The  appearance  of  Sir  Peter  put  an 
end  to  this  converfation ;  and  Lady 
Fitzjohn  ordered  her  chariot,  for  the 
double  purpofe  of  returning  thanks  to 
the  ladies  who  had  honoured  her  with 
their  company,  and  of  traducing  the 
birth,  parentage,  and  education  of 
Sophia. 

Every 
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Every  body  recolle&s  the  rcafon  of 
Lady  Bluemantle's  morning  travels  : 
Lady  FitzJohVs  were  rather  ilmilar. 
At  the  firft  place  fhe  called  at,  (he  pitied 
poor  Lady  Caroline,  for  being  compelled 
to  afTociate  with  her  father's  illegitimate 
child.  At  the  next,  me  extolled  her 
ladyfhip's  generofity,  in  raifmg  the  poor 
thing  from  obfeurity.  At  the  third,  fhe 
congratulated  the  neighbourhood  on  the 
honourable  addition  that  Lord  Glanville 
had  introduced ;  and  at  the  fourth,  fhe 
obliquely  hinted,  that,  though  forne 
people  were  very  companionate  to  thofe 
fort  of  beings,  for  her  own  part  fhe  had 
a  ftrong  perfuafion  that  virtues  and  vices 
were  hereditary,  and  that  the  young 
lady  commonly  behaved  as  "  mamma 
had  done  before  her."  Sophia's  efforts 
to  draw  in  a  Welfh  baronet,  whofe 
name  Lady  Fitzjohn  prudently  forgot, 
were  conftantly  mentioned  with  vari- 
ations* 
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ations  and  amplifications ;  an  attempt 
was  made  to  implicate  Mr.  Brudenell 
in   the  charge  cf  affifting   the  fchemes 

of  a  female  adventurer  ;  and  the  narra- 
tive always  concluded  with  the  intelli- 
gence, that  thefe  people  had  made  them- 
felves  fo  notorious  at  Bath,  that  a  friend 
of  hers,  a  very  pleafant  young  man, 
and  one  who  lived  much  in  the  great 
world,  was  quite  terrified  when  he  heard 
that  Mifs  Herbert  was  come  into  that 
neighbourhood;  prorelting  that  me  was 
fuch  a  determined  general  in  the  matri- 
monial line,  that  when  once  (he  laid 
fiege,  fap,  itratagem,  and  affault  were 
all  at  once  applied  to  force  a  fpeedy  fur- 
render,  and  you  muft  either  found  a 
parlgy  or  make  a  fpeedy  retreat. 

I  need  not  add  that  all  thefe  commu- 
nications were  made  under  the  lirict 
leal  of  fecrefy,  which  was  as  faithfully 
preferved  as  fuch  covenants  ufually  are. 

A  very 
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A  very  delightful  buttle  enfued  in  the 
neighbourhood.  In  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  credulity  in  the  hearers  of  the 
flory,  the  circulation  increafed,  the  nar- 
rative varied,  and  the  wonder  magnified; 
till  at  laft  the  original  ftory  grew  fo  in- 
extricably involved,  that  even  fcandal 
was  afhattied  of  it,  and,  after  having 
been  in  entire  pcfTeflion  of  Sophia's  fe- 
cret  hiftory,  was  forced  to  confefs  that 
it  was  all  a  miflake,  for  that  nothing 
could  be  faid  of  her  materially  to  her 
difadvantage. 
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CHAP.    XVIII. 

An  odd  Medley.     Polities  reforted  to  as 
a    JNoJlrum  for  the  Spleen.     A   Lany 
lofes  her    Heart,  jwhile     the    Winner 
feems  looking  another  Way. 

As  I  affect  originality,  I  muft  often 
claim  a  licence  to  tranfgrefs  rhe  efta- 
blifhed  rules  of  nov'tl  compnfuion.  I 
here  give  public  notice,  that  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  recapitulate  minutely  all 
that  my  heroes  and  heroines  fay,  do, 
and  think  every  day,  during  that  period 
of  their  lives  which  I  take  upon  me  to 
chronicle  with  fidelity.  With  all  due 
refpect  to  my  contemporaries,  I  give  it 
as  my  opinion,  that  fince  in  the  ordinary 
occurrences  of  life,  and  in  common  con- 
vention, 
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verfation,  very  illufirious  perfonages  ap  • 
pear  but  like  other  people,  it  would  be 
advifable    for    all    annalifts,    efpecially 
female  ones,  to  ftudy  the  art  of  abridg- 
ment and  c'ompreffion  ;  at  this  particular 
time,  when  the  fcarclty  of  paper  fo  ill 
accords  with  the  exuberance  of  genius. 
I  had  once  a  fcheme  to  recommend  my- 
felf  to  the  public  as  a  profefTor  in  the 
art  of  brevity  ;  and  as  I  found  that  by 
'leaving  out  all  extraneous  matter,  fuch 
as  unconnected  epifode?,  abufe  on  go- 
vernments, farcafms  on  religion,  philo- 
sophical, geographical,  botanical,  agro- 
nomical, chemical,  and  all  other  digref- 
fions,   which  are  introduced    with  the 
fole  view  of  fhewing  the  writer's  pro- 
found knowledge  ;  together, with  all  de- 
scriptions of  drefs,  all  very  tender  love- 
fcenes,  and  every  adventure  that  does 
not  abfolutely  tend  to  further  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  principal  ftory  or  to  imprefs 
fame  ufeful  precept  5  finding,  I  repeat, 
7  that 
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that  I  could,  by  fuch  a  ufe  of  my  fciffars, 
contract  many  a  modern  Iliad  till  I  could 
cram  it  into  a  nutthell,  I  did  expect  the 
applaufe  of  all  muton-miffes  and  pink- 
flippered  beaux,  who  live  upon  the 
food  of  circulating  libraries,  and  of 
courfe  fwallow  a  great  deal  of  unwhole- 
fome  and  undigeftible  train.  But,  ha- 
ving difcovered  that  the  ravenous  appetite 
©f  thefe  literati  is  more  folicitous  about 
the  quantity  than  the  quality  of  their 
nourifhment,  I  began  to  fear  that  thefe 
Maximii  in  learning  would  not  thank 
me  for  reducing  their  fuftenance  to  the 
fcanty  portion  of  a  little  good  krSc  ; 
for,  though  I  know  they  constantly  com- 
plain that  their  repafts  are  too  fubftan- 
tial,  or,  rather,  too  long,  yet  I  am  now 
convinced  that  the  tedium  of  unemployed 
time  would,  to  vacant  minds,  be  ftill 
more  inlupportable.  I  therefore  re- 
nounce my  Quixote  fcheme  of  effecting 
vol.  il  l  a  ge- 
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a  general  reformation,  and  will  confine 
in-  i-if  to  the  beil  way  of  removing  every 
evil,  I  mean  by  fetting  an  excellent 
example.  My  brevity  mall  form  as 
firiking  a  contrafl  to  the  copioufnefs 
of  my  fcribbling  filters,  as  my  dignified 
xnodefty  does  to  their  egotifm.  Let 
other  authorefies  force  their  own  adven- 
tures and  characters  on  the  public  eye  ; 
Mrs.  Prudentia  Homefpun,  with  the 
delicate  propriety  "of  real   genius,  will 

But,  fearful  of  incurring  the  charge 

of  inconfiftency,  I  will  truft  to  the  affec- 
tion of  my  readers  to  fill  up  this  blank 
with  propriety.  As  this  chapter  is  in- 
tended to  comprize  fome  mouths  of 
narrative,  I  truft  that  I  mall  at  leaft 
efcape  the  cenfure  of  prolixity.  Though 
Lord  Glanville  had  received  a  fummons 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  parliament,  and 
though  political  importance  was  his  firft 
wifli,  he  continued  to  refide  at  his  caftle. 

He 
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He  was  as  yet  unable  to  refolve  on  the 
manner  in  which  he  mould  introduce 
Sophia  to  the  world,  being  fearful  of 
the  inquiries  that  her  appearance  mult: 
excite,  and  the  rumours  which  it  might 
revive.  He  was  alfo  alarmed  with  the 
apprehenfion  that  the  fatigue  of  legifla- 
tive  attendance,  and  the  dhTipation  in- 
cident to  a  town-life,  might  injure  his 
declining  health  ;  which  was  by  this 
time  become  fo  much  affected,  that  he 
could  no  longer  refer  his  painful  fenfa- 
tions  to  cold  eaft  winds,  damps,  or  in- 
deed any  other  caufes  than  fecret  dis- 
content, preying  on  feeble  age,  and 
unawakened  conference  difclofmg  to  the 
would-be  infidel  the  evidences  of  a  future 
world. 

To  thefe  motives  for  remaining  in  the 
country,  others  were  oppofed  which 
urongly  induced  him  to  haften  to  Lon- 
don. It  had  long  been  his  defign  to 
beftow  his  daughter  in  marriage  on  a 
1.  2  '  young 
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young  nobleman  who  was  confidered  as. 
the  leading  character  in  opposition ; 
and,  as  the  inducement  of  a  large  for- 
tune and  extenfive  connexions  mud, 
he  well  knew,  operate  upon  the  heart 
of  the  intended  lover,  he  did  not  doubt 
of  his  joyfully  acceding  to  the  fcheme, 
provided  he  could  bring  the  parties  to 
a  previous  interview:  but  the  difficulty 
was,  how  to  manage  with  Lady  Caro- 
line.     Raymond  continued  at  W , 

with  no  other  motive  for  (laying,  but 
that  of  being  near  his  miftrefs,  and 
openly  boaftingof  her  preference,  which 
indeed  (he  took  no  pains  to  conceal,  at 
leaft  from  her  father's  eye.  She  knew, 
indeed,  that  this  behaviour  gave  him  the 
fevered  uneafmefs ;  but  virtue  is  not  to 
turn  out  of  its  Heady  courfe  in  compli- 
ance with  the  weaknefs  of  others.;  and 
to  two  virtues  that  (land  very  high  in 
the  new  fchool  of  ethics,  Lady  Caroline 
was  particularly  partial :  I  mean  inge- 

nuoufnefs 
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nuoufnefs  and  independence.  Led  my 
readers  fhould  be  puzzled  about  the. 
actions  of  thefe  gentry,  I  will  jufl  add, 
that  they  were  the  old  vices  of  ftubborn- 
nefs  and  effrontery,  with  modernized 
titles. 

Never  was  philofophical  father  more 
gri  voufly  perplexed  than  poor  Lord 
Glanville,  to  difcover  the  bell  means  of 
counteracting  the  propenfities  which  he 
had  fo  tenderly  cherifhed.  As  he  could 
not  deny  his  daughter's  natural  right 
to  beftow  herfelf  on  whom  (he  pleafed, 
he  could  not  plead  a  neceffity  for  pa- 
ternal interpofition,  even  though  he 
fhould  only  mean  to  fnatch  her  from 
a  mofl:  undeferving  object,  and  to  fave 
her  from  mifery  and  fha!ne.  Indeed, 
he  had  often  hinted  that  paternal  au- 
thority is  a  non-entity,  or  at  bed  but  an 
expedient  tie.;  and  when  expedience  is 
admitted  as  the  rule  of  action  between 
two  people,  each  party  may  give  their 
l  3  own 
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own  interpretation  to  a  vague,  indefinite 
term ;  and  certainly  four-and-twenty, 
and  fixty- eight,  are  not  likely  to  form 
correfponding  ideas  on  the  fubjecl  of 
love  and  marriage.  To  talk  about  ex- 
pedience, therefore,  was  uflng  a  lan- 
guage that  fhe  could  not  be  expected 
to  understand. 

Perfuafion  might  do  fome  good* 
Lady  Caroline's  temper,  though  warm 
and  impetuous,  was  generous  and  af- 
fectionate to  thofe  whom  fhe  loved. 
But  perfuafion  was  not  Lord  Glanville's 
forte.  *Tis  true,  he  piqued  himfelf  upon 
his  knowledge  of  character,  and  his  art 
in  managing  his  fellow- creatures ;  but 
his  pride  and  his  prejudices  often  de- 
feated his  deugns,  and  he  feldom  flat- 
tered till  it  was  too  late  to  cajole.  In- 
timidation was  hopelefs ;  he  had  already 
feen,  by  his  daughter's  generous  affec- 
tion for  Sophia,  that  pecuniary  motives 
had  no  influence  on  her  paffions :  and, 

as 


as  (lie  was  allured  of  the  pofieffion  of 
Lord  Lewfon's  fortune,  the  iofs  of  the 
little  her  father  could  give  her  would  not 
be  worth  one  moment's  confideration. 

To  what  method  then   could  the  un- 
happy  Lord  Glanville    have    recourfe, 
except  to  his  own  favourite  fyftem  of 
difguife  ?  But   were  he   to  invite  Ray- 
mond to  the  caftle,  affect  to  be  pleafed 
with  his  fociety,  and  even  to  fmiie  upon 
his  pretenfions   to  Lady   Caroline,.,  his 
lordfhip  feared  that  he  had  already  dif- 
fembled  too  much  to  deceive  his  daugh- 
ter, as  to  the  real  motive  for  his  change 
of  conduct.     A  new  conqueft  feemed 
the  only  refource  ;  and  for  this  London 
was  certainly  the   proper  fphere.     He 
knew  enough  of  the  world  to  know  that 
wherever  Lady  Caroline  came  (he  mud 
be  admired  ;  and  he  knew  that  when 
admiration  was  directed   to  the  perfon 
of  a   rich    heirefs,    matrimonial    offers 
jvould  follow  of  courfe  :  but,  as  choice 
l  4  generally 
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generally  perplexes,  he  wifhed  that  offer 
to  be  firft  made  which  he  intended  her 
to  accept. 

The  fchemes  of  his  own  future  great- 
nefs,  which,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
were  combined  with  the  difpofal  of 
Lady  Caroline,  would  have  better  fuited 
the  heyday  of  vigorous  life,  than  a 
broken  mind  and  a  debilitated  body. 
But  it  was  Lord  Glanville's  deftiny,  to 
be  always  haraffed  by  a  craving  for 
fomething  that  he  could  not  attain, 
Anxious  to  be  thought  a  great  man, 
yet  neglecting  whatever  would  have 
made  him  truly  deferving  of  that  cha- 
racter, he  felt  impatient  to  lofe  reflection 
in  the  buflle  and  turmoil  of  public  affairs. 
Retirement  had  been  to  him  what  the 
fountain  was  toNarcifius;  it  had  enabled 
him  to  contemplate  his  own  portrait  : 
but  in  this  his  lcrdfhip  was  no  coxcomb  ; 
for  he  was  fo  little  fatisfied  with  himfelf, 

that" 
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that  he  never  vvifhed  to  take  another 
glance.  Sarcaftic  obfervers  have  re- 
marked, that  this  is  the  bed  Hate  of 
mind  for  the  formation  of  the  patriotic 
principle  ;  as  you  never  can  be  fo  keen- 
fighted  refpeeting  the  faults  of  your 
rulers,  as  when  you  are  thoroughly  con- 
fcious  of  your  own.  Nay  I  have  heard 
it  affirmed,  that  the  zeal  of  a  national 
reformer  is  amazingly  increafed,  by  his 
being  convinced  that  in  the  prefent  (late 
of  things  the  only  elevated  fituation  for 
which  he  can  hope,  is  a  certain  unenvi- 
able exaltation,  that  will  only  give  him 
one  opportunity  of  attracting  the  public 
notice.  As  I  difclaim  the  character  of 
a  political  fatirift,  I  wiil  not  determine 
bow  many  of  the  Catos  and  Brutufes  of 
the  prefent  day  have  been  fiimulated  by 
the  above  motive  to  extraordinary  exer- 
tions to  procure  celebrity.  I  will  only 
obferve,  that  in  proportion  as  Lord 
Glanville  faw  his  own  depravity  and  con- 
l  5  temptible- 
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temptiblenefs  as  a  man,  he  was  impatient 
to  obtain  eclat  and  reputation  as  a  party- 
leader. 

Determined  to  commence  his  poli- 
tical career  by  a  powerful  and  violent 
opposition;  during  his  refidence  at  Glan- 
ville-caftle  he  pra&ifed  all  thofe  arts 
which  lead  to  popularity  and  confe- 
quence.  With  a  view  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  reprefentatives  to  the  borough 

of  W ,  he  courted  the  Fitzjohns; 

and,  maugre  ail  the  feelings  of  wounded 
delicacy  or  offended  pride,  added  to 
the  painful  fenfations  of  infirm  health, 
he  regularly  attended  all  the  corporation 
dinners,  and  bowling  meetings  ;  nor  did 
one  complaining  figh  or  farcaflic  fmile 
efcape  him.  So  humble  were  his  bows, 
fo  fmooth  his  addrefs,  fo  bland  his  man- 
ners, that  he  felt  confident  of  fuccefs ; 
and  when  his  ever-perturbed  thoughts 
recalled  the  offences  of  his  pad  life,  and 
combined  with  them  his  prefent  cer- 
tainty 
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fainty  of  decay,  he  frrove  to  exorcife 
the  bufy  fpirits  that  haunted  his  imagina- 
tion, by  inviting  the  mayor  and  corpo- 
ration  of  W to   his  caftle,   and 

liftening  to  their  eulogiums  on  his  w#U 
taes  and  importance. 

But  Lord  Glanville  is  not  the  only 
great  man  who  has  over-rated  his  own 
confequence,  nor  the  only  courtier  who 
has  been  fo  very  "  obliging  that  he 
never  obliged."  A  few  good  aclions 
tell  better  than  an  infinitude  of  good 
fpeeches ;  and,  however  meanly  we  may 
judge  of  the  understandings  of  our  in- 
feriors, they  'have  generally  difcernment 
enough  to  difcover  the  tendency  of 
overdone  complaifance.  If  we  would 
fmile  with  effect,  we  mud  beware  of 
fufpicious  fmiles. 

While   Lord    Glanville   thus   endea- 
voured *to  combat  with  the  reproaches 
of  confcience  and  the  advanced  guards 
of  the  King  of  Terrors,  by  indulging 
l  6  in 
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in  airy  dreams  of  future  greatnefs,  Lord 
Selborne  contrived  to  gain  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  Cattle,  where  he  foon  became 
a  frequent  and  not  unwelcome  gueft. 
In  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  an 
uncle,  whofe  perfon  he  loved,  and  whofe 
judgment  he  revered,  he  had  turned 
his  attention  to  the  amiable  grand- 
daughter of  a  man  whom  he  knew  by- 
common  report  to  be  one  who  was  an 
honour  to  the  human  character.  I 
know  that  it  is  contrary  to  all  the  laws 
of  novel  writing  to  affign  a  dutiful  or 
even  a  prudential  reafon  for  the  com- 
mencement of  a  hero's  attachment,  who 
ought  to  plunge  ilap-da(h  into  love, 
without  any  demur  about  whys  or 
wherefores.  I  rather  think  I  ought  to 
feel  a  little  afhamed  of  the  Goth  that  I 
am  going  to  introduce,  when  I  am 
obliged  to  allow,  that  Lord  Selborne 
did  not  fuppofe  the  viitues  and  graces 
of   Sophia    diminifoed,    by    her   being 

pointed 
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pointed  out  to  him,  by  a  relation  on 
whom  he  had  a  confiderable  dependence, 
as  an  object  worthy  his  matrimonial 
choice.  How  it  could  happen.  I  cannot 
conceive;  but  he  certainly  became  fo 
much  in  love  with  her,  that  what  was 
at  fir  ft  acquiefcence  with  prudential  and 
grateful  motives,  foon  became  the  chief 
\Tifli  of  his  heart.  He  feized  an  early 
opportunity  to  acquaint  Mr.  Brudenell, 
on  whom  hefuppofed  his  charmer  folely 
depended,  that  the  triumph  of  mild  wit 
and  modeft  beauty  was  complete  ;  and 
he  urged  him  to  that  lively  mediation 
in  his  behalf  which  Sir  William  Evans 
had  requefted  his  old  friend  to  ufe,  in 
cafe  Lord  Selborrie  mould  be  as  deeply 
fenfible  of  Sophia's  merits  as  the  good 
baronet  earneftly  hoped  he  would  be. 
He  now  heard,  with  that  pleafure  which 
remits  from  a  laudable  third  for  valu- 
able praife,  Mr.  Brudenell  exprefs  his 
approbation  of  his  fuit. — "  I  will  not," 

faid 
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faid  the  good  man  with  characteriftic 
franknefs,  "  difguife  my  ardent  wifh  to 
intruft  my  darling  child  to  the  care  of 
a  worthy  hufband.  I  have  hitherto 
been  her  only  protector ;  but,  my  lord, 
according  to  the  courfe  of  nature,  I 
mud  foon  refign  that  office ;  and  fome 
circumftances  that  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  explain,  excite  in  my  mind  an  ap- 
prehenfion  for  her  future  tranquillity, 
which  fometimes  exceeds  the  limits  that 
religion  inftructs  us  to  impofe  on  our 
temporal  folicitudes.  For  many  reafons 
I  wifh  her  yours.  Yet,  as  a  precipitate 
declaration  might  plunge  you  both  into 
many  and  great  perplexities,  I  fay  at 
prefent,  be  only  her  friend.  Study  her 
character,  my  lord  \  oblerve  not  only 
its  general  excellence,  but  even  how  far 
her  virtues  correfpond  with  your  own. 
Permit  her  to  have  the  fame  opportuni- 
ties of  obferving  and  juftly  appreciating 
your  merits  \  and  if  this  mutual  circum- 

fpection 
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fpeclion  confirms  your  mutual  regard, 
your  profpect  of  future  happinefs  will 
be  more  fecure  than  if  your  union  re- 
fulted  from  a  hafty  ftart  of  feverifh  in- 
clination. I  think  it  my  duty  farther 
to  inform  you,  that  my  fanction  alone  is 
not  fuflicient :  Lord  Glanville  has  a 
voice  in  the  difpofal  of  Sophia,  There 
is  fome  caufe  to  fear  that  his  views  may 
not  correfpond  with  mine ;  and  as  his 
character  is  too  myflerious  for  me  to 
attempt  a  reciprocal  franknefs  of  com- 
munication, I  dare  not  addrefs  him  on 
the  fubjec~t  The  progrefs  that  you  may 
be  able  to  make  in  his  good  opinion 
will  tend  to  further  your  wifhes." 

If  Lord  Selborne  perceived  fomething 
in  the  preceding  converfation  to  awaken 
his  fears,  he  faw  more  to  encourage  his 
hopes ;  efpecially  as  Mr.  Brudenell  af- 
terwards owned,  that,  when  his  clerical 
duties  compelled  him  to  leave  Glanville 
caftle,  Sophia  would  need  the  encoura- 
ging 
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ging  prefence  and  kind  advice  of  a  faith- 
ful friend.  Such  an  office  fuited  the 
generous  nature  of  Selborne's  attach- 
ment. Efteem  and  confidence  are  the 
bafis  of  friendfhip ;  and  friendfhip  be- 
tween two  amiable  young  people  of  dif- 
ferent fexes  is  fo  very  like  love,  that  I 
know  not  how  to  define  the  diftinclion. 
Sophia  foon  found  herfelf  uncomfort- 
able, unlefs  encouraged  by  the  prefence 
of  her  friend ;  and  he  anticipated  fo 
many  occafions  on  which  fhe  might 
want  his  afiiftance,  that,  like  Titus,  he 
thought  the  day  loft ,  if  a  part  of  it  was 
not  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  knight- 
errantry.  Sophia  was  not  fo  afTe&edly 
coauetim  as  to  mifconih  ue  his  affiduities; 
nor  did  he  mifinterpret  the  modeft  blufh 
and  timid  fmile  by  which  the  lovely  maid 
rewarded  them. 

Lady  Caroline  perceived  the  attach- 
ment of  thefe  confcicus  levers;  and, 
but  for  the  perplexities  of  her  own  fitua- 

tion, 
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tlon,  me  would  have  rejoiced  in  the  dif- 
covery,  both  as  it  gave  her  an  oppor- 
tunity of  extrcifmg  her  lively  talents  at 

raillery,  and  as  (he  felt  truly  felicitous  for 
Sophia's  happinefe.  But  when  we  fo 
far  deviate  from  moral  rectitude,  as  to 
a£l  upon  a  fyftem  which  our  judgment 
condemns,  we  are  not  fufficiently  at  eafe 
to  indulge  the  ebullitions  of  playful 
fancy ;  and,  ftrange  as  it  may  found, 
even  the  benevolent  affections  are 
weakened  by  our  perfeverance  in  an 
erroneous  fyftem  of  conduct  Her  con- 
vention with  Mr.  Brudenell  had  taught 
Lady  Caroline  to  doubt  the  truth  and 
practicability  of  that  high  fyftem  of  un- 
deviating  rectitude  which  (he  had  pre- 
ferred to  herfelf,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
precifely,  as  a  rule  by  which  (he  deter- 
mined to  meet  the  actions  of  others, 
in  order,  if  they  fell  fhort  of  perfection, 
to  excufe  herfelf  for  her  own  breaches 
of  duty.      She    doubted    whether    Mr. 

Brudeneli's 
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Brudenell's  precepts  of  returning  good 
for  evil,  of  being  ftricl  in  cen faring  our 

own  faults  while  we  are  candid  and 
companionate  to  the  failings  of  others, 
and,  above  all,  of  owning  pofitive  duties 
to  various  relations  of  life  that  cannot 
be  obviated  even  by  their  unworthinefs, 
had  not  more  of  the  air  of  true  magna- 
nimity, than  that  fevere  fcheme  of  re- 
tributive juftice  under  which  fhe  had  at- 
tempted to  fhelter  her  own  refractory 
behaviour.  She  doubted,  I  fay :  but 
the  natural  pertinacity  of  her  temper, 
that  pride  of  reafon  which  fhe  had  been 
taught,  not  only  to  cherifh,  but  to  ve- 
nerate with  blind  idolatry  ;  thefe  natural 
and  acquired  faults,  aided  by  an  obftinate 
predilection  for  an  unworthy  object, 
prevented  her  from  exchanging  the  pain 
of  doubt,  for  the  peaceful  fecurity  of 
conviction  and  reformation.  DifTatisfied 
with  herfelf,  and  at  enmity  with  all 
around    her,  Lady   Carolina    generally 

fup- 
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fupported  a  forced  gaiety  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  then  funk  into  the  languor 
of  penfive  difcontent,  or  degenerated 
into  the  petulance  of  ill-difguifed  cha- 
grin. 

Lord  Selborne^s  difcernment  enabled 
him  to  difcover  the  fecret  workings  of 
a  perturbed  fpirit,  and  his  humanity 
prompted  him  to  endeavour  to  relieve 
it.  His  beloved  Sophia,  ever  equable 
and  gentle,  prefented,  to  ufe  the  words 
of  a  favourite  author,  "  only  the  mild 
green  of  the  foul,"  on  which  the 
anxious  fpirit  might  peacefully  repofe. 
With  a  temper  too  amiable  to  be  ruffled 
by  flight  provocations,  a  heart  too  be- 
nevolent to  be  engroffed  by  feififn  feel- 
ings, and  principles  and  views  too  exalted 
to  be  fhaken  by  the  rude  conflicts  of  thefe 
fublunary  elements,  what  blellings  did 
fuch  a  character  promife  to  her  wedded 
partner  !  How  enchanting  was  her  play- 
ful  vivacity  !    how   perfuafive   her  un- 

afTuming 
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adorning  fenfe!  how  foothing  her  un- 
affected fweetnefs !  Elated  by  the  flitter- 
ing hope  that  his  Sophia  regarded  him 
with  preference,  Selbome's  heart  over- 
flowed with  that  general  philanthropy 
and  good- will  which  profperity  con- 
ftantly  produces  in  generous  minds. 
Lady  Caroline's  fupprerled  fighs,  a  pee- 
vifhnefs  which  (he  vainly  attempted  to 
diiguJfe,  her  fits  of  gloomy  abfence,  and 
tranfient  burfls  of  iil-forted  mirth,  con- 
vinced him  that  (he  was  unhappy,  and 
as  an  unhappy  being  he  thought  her 
entitled  to  his  raoft  refpe£tful  attentions. 
Lord  Glanville  faw  with  pleafure  the 
young  vifcount's  efforts  to  divert  his 
daughter's  chagrin.  Ignorant  of  the 
real  motive  which  drew  him  to  Glan- 
ville-cafMe,  he  imagined  that  Caroline 
was  the  powerful  magnet ;  and,  though 
a  military  and  minilierial  fon-in-law  did 
not    accord    with    his    final    views,    he 

thought 
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thought  an  agreeable  nobleman  in  re- 
gimentals might  prove  an  admirable  lure 
to  withdraw  the  wayward  fair  from  her 
perverfe  attachment  to  a  mere  adven- 
turer, and  prepare  her  for  the  offers  of 
the  marquis  of  Montolieu,  with  whom 
he  had  already  entered  into  a  political 
correfpondence.  It  was  to  this  young 
nobleman,  who  had  recently  come  to 
the  enjoyment  of  his  paternal  pofleifions 
and  titles,  that  he  deflined  the  hand  of 
that  child  whom,  by  fome  ftrange  error 
either  in  his  own  conduct  or  her  com- 
pofnion,  he  found,  in  (lead  of  his  com- 
fort and  folace,  a  lading  fource  of  care 
and  perplexity. 

With  refpecl  to  Sophia,  the  earl  in- 
tended that  ihe  (hould  dedicate  her  life 
to  his  fervice.  He  found  himlelf  per- 
fectly at  eafe  with  her.  She  bore  his 
ill- humours  with  patience,  accuftomed 
herielt  to  his  habits,  attached  herfelf  to 
his  couch  when  he  was  unable  to  leave 
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it,   and  exerted    herfelf  to  amufe  him 
whenever  the  (late  of  his  mind  and  body 
permitted  him  a  comparative  degree  of 
eafe.     Notwithstanding  the  infmuations 
of    fome    pfeudo-moraliits,    this    great 
matter  of  the  art  of  diffimulation  cer- 
tainly found  falfhood  a  wearifome  em- 
ployment ;    and   he   grew    as    heartily 
tired  of  acting  the  part  of  an  indulgent 
happy  father,  as  he  had  formerly  been 
of  performing  the  farce  of  an  affectionate 
hufband.     I  would  not  have  the  reader 
fuppofe   that  thefe  reflections  are  pre- 
paratory  to  the  intelligence   that  Lord 
Olanville   transferred  his    affections   to 
his  grand-daughter  ;  that  nobleman  was 
incapable  of  affection ;  but,   as  people 
of  his  difpofition  always  want  an  object 
to  whom  they   may  vent   their  fpleen, 
and  difclofe  the  wounds  of  their  lacerated 
minds,  he  found  a  convenience  in  the 
placid  tendernefs  with  which  that  ami-, 
able   girl   miniftered    to    his    forrows. 

Leaving 
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Leaving  Selborne  to  amufe  his  wayward 
daughter,  he  would  frequently  require 
Sophia's  attendance  in  his  own  apart* 
ment,  where  fhe  fometimes  lulled  him 
to  red  with  her  harmonious  voice,  and 
at  others  amufed  him  with  an  entertain- 
ing  book,  or  patiently  liftened  to  his 
querulous  exaggerated  account  of  the 
injuries  that  he  had  fuftained  from  a 
bafe  ungrateful  world  ;  for  in  that  light 
it  always  appears  to  a  man  of  the  earl's 
character.  Yet  I  mud  again  repeat,  and 
may  the  youthful  fmner  attend  to  the 
awful  warning  !  in  thofe  comparatively 
happy  moments  Lord  Glanville  never 
knew  more  of  delight  and  contentment 
than  to  feel  his  own  irreparable  lofs. 
The  miferies  of  accurfed  beings  are  by 
fome  fuppofed  to  be  increafed  by  diftant 
views  of  the  manfions  of  the  bleffed  ;  and 
as  foon  as  the  earl's  agonized  feelings 
began  to  fubfide  into  focial  pleafure, 
when  his  heart  feemed  difpofed  to 
9  cherifh 
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cherifh  thofe   focial   affe&ions    without 
which  life  is  a  burden,  memory  prefented 
him  with  her  bitter  beverage.     The  at- 
titude,   cadence,  or    fentiments   of  the 
living .  Sophia    recalled   the   loft    to   his 
mind  ;  and  he  frequently  fent  his  com- 
forter from  him,  fometimes  with  a  com- 
plaint that  his  pains  overpowered  'him, 
but  oftener  with  a  dart  of  petulance,  or 
paffionate   reproach,    unaccountable    to 
all   who  have  not   attended  to   the  ca- 
prices of  a  diftempered  foul.     My  young 
readers    will  be  dtfirous  to  know  what 
paflfed  in  Sophia's  bofom  on  theie  occa- 
fions.     They    will    unanimously    agree, 
that  h  mud  be  very  teazing  to  be  taken 
from  the  fociety  of  an  amiable  and  ap- 
proved   lover,    and    fubjecled    to    the 
fplenetic    extravagancies    of   a    peevifh, 
wretched,  unworthy  old  man.  "  I  fancy 
many  of  them  would   have  determined 
to  run  away  from   Glanvilie-caftle,   re- 
nounce   their    high    expectations,  and 
1 3  me  Iter 
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fhelter  themfelves  in  the  arms  of  fond 
affection ;  by  which  lad  fentence  I  only 
mean  that  they  would  have  returned 
to  Mr.  Brudenell ;  for  I  cannot  fuppofe 
that  any  gentle  nymph,  who  has  kept 
vie  company  through  fo  many  pages, 
could  even  for  a  moment  cherifh  the 
idea  of  any  other  elopement.  Others, 
probably,  are  now  on  tiptoe  with  ex- 
pectation, hoping  that  I  am  going  to 
introduce  a  crofs-purpofe  attachment, 
or  at  lead  to  enliven  the  flatnefs  of  this 
part  of  my  narrative  with  a  few  fmart 
fcenes  of  female  jealoufy. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  fuggeflions  and 
hopes,  I  will,  as  my  way  is,  deliver  a 
moral  precept.  The  mind  that  is  (Iriclly 
guarded  by  a  fenfe  of  duty  will  at  all 
times  cheerfully  fubmit  to  what  dutv 
requires,  and  find  not  only  comfort,  but 
the  pureft  pleafures  that  earth  beftows, 
in  fulfilling  its  allotted  part.  If  Lord 
Glanville's  behaviour  fometimes  forced 

vol.  n.  m  a  tear 
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a  tear  from  Sophia,  it  was  a  tear  of 
pure  benevolence,  or  meek  unrepining 
grief.  As  for  jealoufy,  though  I  affirm 
that  my  heroine  was  as  much  in  love 
as  any  heroine  ought  to  be,  fhe  certainly 
never  felt  one  uneafy  moment  on  ac- 
count of  Lord  Selborne's  attentions  to 
Lady  Caroline.  Even  if  Mr.  Brude- 
neli  had  not  informed  her  of  the  motives 
of  his  vifits  to  Glanville-caffle,  her  lo- 
ver's eyes  were  fuch  terrible  tell-tales, 
that,  though  (he  was  lefs  verfed  in  that 
fort  of  language  than  mod  ladies  of  her 
age,  (he  now  and  then  hummed  over 
this  line  of  an  old  fong  : 

"  With  pleafure  I  fee, 
Tho'  his  words  are  to  her,  yet  his  looks  are  to  me. 

Indeed  fhe  had  a  conftant  motive  for 
her  own  actions,  which  acquitted  Sel- 
borne  of  all  negligence  and  dtfarTection 
to  his  liege  miflrefs :  I  mean  a  uniform 
with  to  alleviate  the  forrows  of  the  un- 
happy. 
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happy.  So  great  arc  the  variations  of  the 
human  character,  that  what  would  have 
•ruined  this  young  nobleman  in  the 
-efteem  of  every  romantic  damfel  in  the 
kingdom,  conlirmed  his  influence  in 
Sophia's  heart.  Ladies  of  the  above 
defcription  are  fo  fond  of  feeing  their 
knights  in  the  characters  of  lovers,  that 
they  are  generally  diiTacisned  when  they 
are  engaged  in  any  other  fervice.  My 
literary  fifterhood,  to  do  them  juftice, 
make  a  notable  ufe  of  this  propensity, 
by  ekcing  out  their  volumes  with  as 
many  love-fcenes  in  the  fpace  of  two 
hours,  as  the  moft  murderous  beauty 
can  reafonably  expect  to  meet  with  la 
the  courfe  of  her  whole  life.  Deter- 
mined not  to  encourage  this  pailion  for 
the  extraordinary,  and  the  fentimentai, 
which  has  fo  often  proved  fatal  to  female 
repofe,  the  little  that  I  mall  fay  of  Lord 
Selbortte  /hall  be  devoted  to  the  deli, 
neation  of  his  character  as  a  human 
m  2  being. 
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being.     And    though  falling  upon  his 
knees,  killing  the  lady's  hand,  wearing 
a  lock  of  her  hair,  dealing  her  pi&ure, 
with  a  proper  quantity  of  "  Oh's,  an- 
gels, and  divinities,"  would  make    him 
look  very  agreeable  in  my  book,  at  lead 
in   the  judgment  of  eighteen,  I  fhould 
myfelf  feel  fo  confcious  of  being  defen- 
ding a  fimpleton,  that  I  never  could  deem 
•him  a  fit  companion  for  a  woman  of 
fenfe.     I  (hall,  therefore,  perfift  in  re- 
ferring the  growth  of  ftrong  affection 
.between  two  very  deferving  young  peo- 
ple to  the  opportunities  they  mutually 
had   of  feeing  each  other  in  the  moft 
ejlimable  point  of  view,  I  mean  in  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  focial  and  do- 
xneflic  virtues. 
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CHAP.    XIX. 

The  bitter  Fruits  ofjealoufy,  Romance,  and 
Duplicity. 

Though  I  hold  it  impoffible  for  a  well- 
principled,  well-regulated  mind,  who 
choofes  with  prudence,  and  loves  with 
delicacy,  to  give  way  to  the  extrava- 
gancies of  groundlefs  jealoufy  ;  yet  I  am 
ready  to  admit  the  tremendous  effects 
that  flow  from  that  dreadful  paffion. 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  much  more  fre- 
quently the  offspring  of  idleuefs,  ca- 
price, irritability,  meannefs,  and  con- 
fcious  unworthinefs,  than  of  a  fin. 
attachment  feated  in  an  honcjl  h 
It  has  been  faid,  that  he  "  who  does 
m  3  not 
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not  doubt  does  not  truly  love."  Unlefs 
this  aphorifm  is  folely  confined  to  an 
humble  fenfe  of  our  demerits,  it  is  pay- 
ing a  compliment  to  the  weaknefs  of  our 
nature,  at  the  expence  of  the  nobleft  of 
our  pafllons. 

Determined  to  ufe  my  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  prevent  all  froward  coxcombs 
from  believing  themfelvcs  to  be  lovers, 
becaufe  they  place  no  confidence  in  the 
fmiling  belle  to  whom  they  lafl  fwore 
invariable  attachment,  I  will  plainly  tell 
them  that  jealoufy  is  a  noxious  creeper, 
which,  whenever  it  is  fuffered  to  en- 
twine around  true  affection,  retards  its 
growth,  blafts  its  blofToms,  and  corrodes 
its  fruit.  It  may  be  tranfplanted  into 
more  generous  ground,  but  it  fprouts 
fpontan$ouJty  in  a  barren  foil. 

During  the  period  of  Lord  Selborne's. 
vifits  at  the  cattle*  Mr.  Raymond  and 
this  "  green-eyed  monfter"  were  in- 
feparable  companions.     Unable  to  di£- 

cover 
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cover  the  motive  for  this  young  noble- 
man's vifits,  he  adopted  the  prevalent 
opinion,  that  Lady  Caroline  had  chained 
this  fon  of  Mars  to  her  triumphal  cha- 
riot.    He  in  vain   endeavoured,  during 
the  Jiolen   interviews,    with    which   the 
venality  of  Chenille   and  the  weaknefs 
of  her  lady  indulged  him,   to    difccvcr 
which  of  the  Glanville  divinities  was  the 
object  of  the   vifcount's  adoration  ;  for 
he  would  hardly  afcribe  fuch  a  ftrong 
intimacy  to  the  hofpitality  which  gentle- 
men generally  inew  to  the  military  quar- 
tered   near    their    country     refidences. 
He    knew    that    Lady   Caroline,    ever 
"  jealous  of  honour,  fudden  and  quick 
in  quarrel,"  would  violently  refent  any 
direct  interrogatories  on  this  head,  and 
not  only  queftion  his  audacity  in  daring 
to  fufpect  her,  but  alfo  the  title  by  which 
he  prefumed  to  claim  a  right  of  inqui- 
ring into  her  conduct.     Not  daring  to 
M  4  difclofe 
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difclofe  his  own  fears,  he  heard  her 
commend  the  talents,  perfon,  manners, 
and  conduct  of  Selborne,  with  fome- 
what  of  that  gnawing  anguifh  which 
Homer  afcribes  to  Therfites,  when  the 
Grecian  hofl  founded  the  praifes  of  fome 
deferving  hero  ;  and  he  generally  re- 
turned from  thofe  ftolen  meetings,  which 
he  declared  were  the  mod  rapturous 
moments  of  his  exiflence,  in  a  humour 

<r  To  drink  hot  bipod,  and  do  fuch  deeds 
"  As  hell  fhouldblufli  at." 

With  a  hope  of  procuring  fome  infor- 
mation in  the  enemy's  camp,  he  formed 
an  intimacy  with  Selbome's  brother  of- 
ficers ;  but  here  again  all  his  plans  were 
fruftrated.  He  found  that  his  lordfhip 
was  fcarcely  ever  at  quarters,  and  his 
abfence  was  as  confiantly  afcribed  to 
that  little  tyrant  Lady  Caroline,  whofe 
health  was  every  day  drunk  after  dinner 
with  three  cheers,  and  a  wifh  that  fhe 

would 
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would  foon  beftow  herfelf  and  her  ample 
fortune  on  the  honeft  fellow  whom  me. 
compelled  to  fuch  clofe  attendance. 

Raymond  now  endeavoured  to  glean 
fome  confolation  from  a  vifit  to  the 
Fitzjohns ;  but,  worfe  and  worfe,  he 
there  heard  that  the  marriage  was  ab- 
folutely  determined  upon.  Melifandri- 
ania  could  enumerate  all  the  nuptial  at- 
tire, and  lhe  knew  the  exacl:  price  of  the 
diamond  hoop-ring.  Lady  Fitzjohn 
was  as  methodical  in  her  recapitulation 
of  the  articles  of  the  fettlement,  as  if  me 
had  been  the  engroinng  clerk ;  and  Ar- 
tremidorus  knew  the  names  of  the 
racers  and  hunters  which  Lord  Selborne 
had  purchafed,  in  expectation  of  this 
large  addition  to  his  fortune.  Sir 
Bronze,  lolling  back  on  the  fofa,  and 
flaring  Melifandriania  full  in  the  face, 
protefted  it  was  his  intention  to  form  an 
acquaintance  with  a  very  flylifu  girl, 
whom  Selborne  had  penfioned  off, 

m  5  an 
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an  aukward  incumbrance  in  his  new 
character.  I  hope  I  need  not  add,  that 
Mifs  Fitzjohn  reproved  this  libertine 
fpeech  by  a  blow  with  her  fan,  and  an 
exclamation  of  "  mocking  creature ;" 
or  that  Lady  Fitzjohn,  after  an  "  Oh 
fye,"  and  a  fmile  at  Sir  Bronze's  wit, 
harangued  on  the  wickednefs  of  the 
age,  and  pitied  poor  Lady  Caroline., 
Such  behaviour  comes  of  courfe  from 
ladies  of  high  decorum ;  and  the  Fitz« 
Johns  pofferTed  that  exact  quantum 
which,  though  it  impofes  no  reftraint 
on  the  converfation  of  gentlemen,  is 
fure  to  notice  with  amazonian  intrepidity 
every  attack  on  their  own  delicacy* 

Raymond  returned  to  his  lodgings* 
with  a  heavy  heart,  and  a  brain  full  of 
dark  machinations;  for,  though  Sir 
Bronze  was  too  renowned  for  his  ikill 
at  the  long  bow  for  any  one  to  attach 
an  idea  of  -probability  to  his  communi- 
cations, he  thought  that  by  altering  ons 

part 
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part  of  the  ftory,  varnijhing  the  other, 
and  fuppreffing  the  name  of  his  infor- 
mant, he  might  contrive  to  (hape  it  into 
a  tolerable  bugbear,  fuflicient  to  terrify 
a  nymph  in  love.  He  immediately 
created  a  Mifs  Jenny  ;  and,  drefling  her 
very  prettily  in  youth,  beauty,  and  in- 
nocence, fixed  her  in  an  eminent  board- 
ing fchool.  He  then  brought  a  hand- 
fome  young  officer  under  her  window, 
who,  after  two  tender  love-letters,  and 
fix  pathetic  couplets,  produced  a  rope- 
ladder,  and  perfuaded  her  to  elope,  and 
confide  in  his  honour.  The  lady's  fa- 
mily, of  courfe,  proved  inexorable,  and 
the  lover  faithlefs ;  and,  after  a  variety 
of  very  pathetic  fcenes,  Mr.  Raymond 
at  lad  fixed  his  imaginary  frail  one  in 
elegant  lodgings  in  Spring-Gardens, 
with  two  beautiful  children,  and  at  this 
time  deferted  by  her  lover,  and  in  a  (late 
of  frenzy  and  extreme  diftrefs.  Lady 
Caroline,  fuppofing  that  this  ftory  was 
M  6  told 
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told  to  excite  her  companion,  offered 
Mr.  Raymond  her  purfe  to  relieve  the 
woes  of  the  fufferer ;  but,  after  much 
circumlocution,  that  fubtle  defamer  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  defcription  of  the  fe- 
ducer  led  him  to  confider  Lord  Selborne 
as  the  author  of  this  villainous  deed,  and 
that  his  fufpicions  had  received  flrength 
from  fome  dark  hints  thrown  out  by 
Mifs  Randolph.  Indignation  and  hor- 
ror took  full  poffeffion  of  Lady  Caro^ 
line's  foul ;  and  the  terms  in  which  me 
expreffed  her  abhorrence  of  fuch  ne- 
farious guilt,  hid  under  the  mafk  of 
open-hearted  probity,  confirmed  Ray* 
mond  in  his  jealoufy,  and  prompted 
him  to  exult  in  his  own  penetration. 
Misinterpreting  the  emotion,  which  in 
reality  only  proceeded  from  her  lively 
fympathy  in  Sophia's  wrongs,  he  formed 
a  determination  to  have  recourfe  to 
fome  ftratagem,  which  fhould  at  once 

fruftratfc 
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fruftrate  his  fuppofed  rival's  hopes  and 
confirm  his  own. 

Raymond  had  but  jufl  left  the  temple 
which  was  the  ufual  fcene  of  his  inter- 
views with  Lady  Caroline,  and  advanced 
to  the  corner  of  the  park-wall  that  led 
towards  the  high  road,  when  he  un- 
expectedly encountered  Sophia.  That 
amiable  girl,  all  franknefs  and  delicacy 
herfelf,  had  long  felt  the  moft  lively 
anxiety,  from  the  apprehenfion  that 
Lady  Caroline's  dejection  and  perturba- 
tion of  mind  proceeded  from  a  clandes- 
tine and  unworthy  attachment.  Fear- 
ful that  her  frequent  folitary  walks  led 
to  interviews  with  a  man  whom  the  earl 
never  named  without  vifible  though 
anxioufly  concealed  marks  of  difguft 
and  abhorrence,  fhe  had  followed  her 
this  morning,  and  with  the  keeneft  re- 
gret found  her  doubts  verified. 

The  fuperiority  of  found  principles  is 
never  more  apparent  than  when  we  are 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly  involved  in  a  perplexing  fitua- 
tion.  Sophia  faw  the  line  of  duty 
clearly  chalked  out,  and  determined  to 
feize  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  remon- 
ftrate  with  Lady  Caroline  on  the  mean- 
nefs  and  impropriety  of  clandeftine  af- 
fignations.  She  even  refolved  to  aflume 
fufficient  courage  to  declare,  that  her 
ienfe  of  duty  to  the  earl  of  Glanville 
would  compel  her  to  difcover  that  Ray* 
mond  had  the  audacity  to  hover  round 
his  refidence,  unlefsLady  Caroline  would 
plight  her  honour,  that  the  engagement 
fhould  either  be  openly  avowed,  or  im- 
mediately renounced.  She  rofe  the 
next  morning,  determined  to  feize  thd 
firft  opportunity  for  a  tete-a-tete  with 
her  friend,  whom  me  met  upon  the  Hairs 
equipped  for  a  ride,  and  avowing  her 
intention  to  breakfafl  with  Mifs  Ran- 
dolph, with  whom  {he  had  fome  parti- 
cular bufinefs.  Sophia  begged  to  ac- 
company  her  5  after  fome  little  hefua- 

tion, 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  255 

tion,  aflent  was  given ;  and  the  ladies, 
mounting  their  hones,  proceeded  on 
their  expedition,  followed  by  one  at- 
tendant. 

We  may  fuppofe  that  the  converfar 
tion  was  peculiarly  interefting,  fince  it 
confided  in  a  mutual  attack  and  defence 
of  each  other's  admirer.  Sophia  frankly 
confefTed  her  efteem  for  Lord  Selborne, 
acknowledged  that  fhe  confidered  him 
in  the  light  of  a  lover,  and  owned  how- 
far  her  preference  was  fanctioned  by 
Mr.  Brudenell's  approbation.  She  alfo 
protefted,  that  if  the  narrative  which 
Lady  Caroline  had  juft  repeated  proved 
to  be  true,  her  efteem  would  difappear 
with  the  imaginary  excellence  on  which 
it  was  founded,  and  be  fucceeded  by 
abhorrence.  Lady  Caroline's  morning 
vifit  to  Mifs  Randolph  was  intended  to 
afcertain  the  credibility  of  thefe  fufpi- 
cions ;  and  (he  obferved,  that  as  Mr. 
Raymond  advifed  her  to  go,  the  guilt 

of 
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of  defamation  could  not  reft  with  him. 
Sophia  was  too  much  agitated  with  the 
fear  that  her  emotions  during  this  dif- 
cuflion  would  betray  her  fecret  pre- 
ference to  Mifs  Randolph,  to  make  her 
attack  on  Lady  Caroline  with  the  in- 
tended fpirit  and  addrefs ;  and  Lady 
Caroline,  gathering  more  felf-command 
from  the  timidity  of  her  aflailant,  coolly 
replied,  that  fhe  believed  herfelf  equal 
to  the  talk  of  guarding  her  own  fame, 
fince  her  fenfe  of  honour  was  as  exalted, 
and  her  difcrimination  of  right  and 
wrong  as  clear,  as  if  derived  from  Mr. 
Brudenell's  fyftem  of  morals.  At  this 
inftant  two  mafked  foldiers  darted  from 
the  wood  by  the  fide  of  which  they  were 
riding,  and,  feizing  the  bridle  of  Lady 
Caroline's  horfe,  defired  her  to  deliver 
her  money.  Sophia's  horfe,  taking 
fright  at  the  confufion  this  affault  oc- 
cafioned,  ran  away  with  her ;  and  the 
terrified  rider,  unable  to  check  its  im- 

petuofity, 
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petuofity,  at  length  exhaufted  by  terror 
and  fatigue,  fell  fenfelefs  upon  the 
ground.  Some  labourers  who  were  at 
work  in  the  adjoining  field  hurried  to 
her  affiftance  ;  in  a  little  time  her  recol- 
lection returned  ;  and  it  was  discovered, 
that  her  arm  was  fractured  by  the  fall ; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  torture  arifmg 
from  the  accident,  her  firft  care  was  to 
difpatch  immediate  afliftance  to  refcue 
Lady  Caroline  from  her  perilous  fitua- 
tion.  Neither  her  ladyfhip  nor  her  horfe 
could  be  found  ;  but  the  groom  who 
attended  them  was  difcovered  about  a 
hundred  yards  from  the  fpot  where  the 
ruffians  attacked  the  ladies,  bound  hand 
and  foot  to  a  tree,  and  his  horfe  grazing 
at  a  little  diftance.  The  honeft  coun- 
trymen remarked  on  its  being  a  little 
extraordinary  that  he  did  not  cry  out 
for  help,  efpecially  when  they  came  in 
fight ;  but  John  informed  them,  that  he 
had  been  (tunned  by  the  blows  he  had 

received. 


258  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

received,  and  only  recovered  his  fenfes 
the  moment  they  came  to  him.  He 
could  give  very  little  account  of  the 
tranfaction  ;  he  faw  his  lady  feized,  and 
clapped  fours  to  his  horfe  to  protect 
her ;  but  in  an  inftant  he  felt  a  violent 
blow  acrofs  his  head  from  behind  him, 
and,  after  an  ineffectual  flruggle  with 
two  more  villains,  was  dragged  from 
his  horfe  and  beat  in  a  mofl  cruel  man- 
ner, till  he  loft:  all  recollection.  Never 
did  any  man  by  his  own  account  light 
fo  manfully,  and  yet  he  efcaped  un- 
wounded.  His  clothes  were,  indeed, 
plentifully  befmeared  with  blood  ;  but, 
as  no  one  could  difcover  whence  it 
ifiued,  he  was  forced  to  refer  it  to  his 
opponents.  The  peafants  now  urged 
him  to  rife  and  join  in  the  purfuit  of 
his  lady ;  but  he  was  too  flifl  with 
bruifes  to  be  able  to  flir ;  and  he  alfo 
told  them,  that  as  the  earl  would  cer- 
tainly  be  difpleafed  with  any  meafures 

that 
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that  were  taken  without  his  permifiion, 
the  wifeft  method  would  be  to  carry 
him  to  Glanville  cafHe,  inform  his  lord- 
fhip  of  the  alarming  cataflrophe,  and 
foiicit  his  inftruclions. 

Though  the  fir  ft  impulfes  of  plain 
fimplicity  are  generally  right,  it  is  eafily 
led  by  craft  to  adopt  a  fcheme  that  ap- 
pears to  be  the  reiult  of  fuperior  fagacity. 
They  allowed  that  the  earl  of  Glanville 
was  a  gentleman  whom  nobody  knew 
how  to  deal  with ;  that  they  might  af- 
front him  by  attempting  to  ferve  his 
daughter  without  leave ;  and  that  it 
was  the  wifeft  way  to  leave  her  to  de- 
pend on  the  mercy  of  her  ravifners,  and 
conduct  John  home  to  bear  witnefs 
that  they  had  no  hand  in  the  plot.  Not- 
withstanding her  fractured  limb,  Sophia 
peached  the  caiile  an  hour  before  the 
groom ;  and  though  her  account  led 
the  earl  to  conclude  that  they  were 
common   foot-pads   who   had   affaulted 

his 
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his  daughter,  yet  his  anxiety  and  fur- 
prife  at  her  abfence  increafed  every  mo- 
ment. Deftitute  of  that  felf-command 
which  refults  from  a  juft  eftimate  of 
human  life,  he  paced  his  chamber  in 
all  the  agony  of  terror  and  irrefolution, 
meditating  on  the  infult  that  had  been 
offered  to  the  blood  of  Glanville,  till  the 
groom  arrived,  whofe  account  of  this 
tranfaction  aggravated  his  feelings  to 
frenzy,  and  rendered  him  utterly  in- 
capable of  ifluing  any  orders. 

Glanville-caftle  was  now  a  fcene  of 
the  utmofl  confufion.  A  few  of  the 
fervants  were  engaged  in  the  neceffary 
offices  which  Sophia's  fituation  required  ; 
but,  as  fhe  made  very  little  complaint, 
it  was  agreed  that  her  hurt  was  of  fmall 
confequence.  Mrs.  Chenille  was  in  hy- 
fterics  at  the  lofs  of  her  lady ;  and  as 
poor  John  made  the  houfe  re-echo  with 
his  groans,  he  of  courfe  greatly  increafed 
the  general  condernation.     The  furgeon 

had 
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had  indeed  declared  that  he  could  not 
difcover  the  fmallefl  injury,  and  by  a 
fignificant  fhake  of  the  head  plainly  in- 
dicated that  he  believed  him  to  be  a 
cheat ;  but  as  John  affirmed  that  his 
were  all  inward  bruifes,  the  good-natured 
houfekeeper,  who  had  a  ftrong  faith  in 
non-defcript  complaints,  and  a  great 
contempt  for  the  faculty,  thought  of 
nothing  but  proving  the  efficacy  of  a 
certain  noftrum,  as  famous  in  her  own 
family  as  the  celebrated  medicine  of 
cheefe,  wine,  and  flour,  that  Hecamede 
prefented  to  the  wounded  Machaon. 
"  What's  a  broken  bone  or  two  ?"  faid 
good  Mrs.  Brown  in  the  height  of  her 
philanthropy.  "  The  doctors  may  fee 
them,  and  put  them  together  again; 
but  when  you  come  to  inward  ails,  which 
are  all  guefs  work,  old  women  are  better 
than  any  doctors  in  the  kingdom." 

The   remaining  part   of  Lord  Glan- 
ville's  houfehold  difperfed  various  ways 

in 
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in  fearch    of  Lady   Caroline ;  but  the. 
time  and   diftance   which    the  ruffians 
had   gained  excluded  every  reafonable 
profpect  of  fuccefs.     Evening  came  on, 
and  neither  the  lady  nor  her  purfuers 
returned.      Sophia    had    fome    flrong 
fymptoms  of  fever  ;  and  Lord  Gfenville, 
exhaufted  by  rage  and  grief,  had  funk 
into  a  gloomy  torpor.     At  this  inftant 
the  arrival  of  Lord  Selborne  diffuled  a 
momentary  joy.     On  receiving  the  firft 
intelligence  of  this  dreadful  event,  he 
had  difpatched  his  company   to  join   in 
the  hue  and  cry,   and  haftened   him  felf 
to  the  caftle,  no  lefs  concerned  for  the 
fituation  of  the  fufFerers,  than  perplexed 
at  fuch  an  unufual  and  my  ft  eric  us  oc- 
currence.    His  firfl  care  was,  to  quef- 
tion  the  fervant,  and  try  if  his  evidence 
could  throw  light  upon  the  affair.     By 
this  time  John  was    \o  amazingly   re-- 
covered, as   to  bear  almoft  miraculous 
atteftation  of  Mrs.  Brown's  (kill  in  the 

healing 
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healing  art,  being  not  only  in  excellent 
fpirits,  but  enabled  to  move  with  great 
alacrity ;  to  which  laft  event  a  bottle  of 
Madeira,  which  is  alfo  a  fine  thing  for 
inward  bruifes,  probably  contributed. 
His  teftimony,  however,  only  ferved  to 
mcreafe  Lord  Selborne's  doubts,  as  it 
amounted  to  nothing  more  than  that 
the  ruffians  were  not  only  foldiers,  but 
that  they  attacked  him  with  fixed  bayo- 
iiets.  On  being  interrogated  more 
dofely,  John,  who  found  his  valour 
confiderably  increafed  by  the  warm  po- 
tions that  he  had  fwailowed,  tuld  his 
lordfliip  ihat  he  (Lord  Selborne)  mod: 
likely  knew  more  of  the  bufinefs  than 
iie  did.  Selborne  ftarted  at  the  imper- 
tinent remark,  and  perceived  with  ailo- 
nifhment  that  it  was  not  only  undcrjiood 
but  relijhed  by  the  auditors. 

Meditating  how  to  acl  in   fuch   ex- 
traordinary circumilances,  he  requeued 
9  per  million 
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permiflion  to  fpeak  to  Mifs  Herbert. 
Sophia  was  feriouily  indifpofed :  her 
apprehenfions  for  her  friend  increafed 
her  bodily  fufFerings ;  and  it  was  only 
by  fhort  broken  fentences  that  fhe  could 
recapitulate  what  fhe  knew  of  the  dif- 
aftrous  event.  Her  account,  however, 
confirmed  his  lordfhip's  fufpicions  that 
the  whole  affair  was  a  confpiracy,  that 
the  groom  was  an  accomplice,  and  that 
there  was  a  moft  nefarious  defign  of  in- 
volving him  in  the  guilt  of  the  attempt. 
Indignant  at  fuch  an  abominable  fcheme, 
anxious  for  his  own  reputation,  und 
full  of  tendernefs  and  fympathy  for 
Sophia's  undeferved  fuffering  ;  Selborne 
next  requefted  to  fpeak  to  Lord  Glan- 
ville,  with  an  intention  of  declaring  his 
refolution  of  returning  immediately  to 

W ,  and  commencing  the  mod  rr.i- 

nute  fcrutiny  into  the  conduct  of  the 

military  under  his  .command.     At  this 

inftant  the  noife  of  a  carriage  was  heard, 

2  and 
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and  a  general  burft  of  joy  announced 
that  Lady  Caroline  was  returned. 

Impelled  by  a  fudden  dart  of  natural 
affection,  Lord  Glanville  ruined  to  the 
door  to  embrace  his  daughter  ;  but  his 
arms  dropped  from  her  neck  when,  with 
a  look  of  triumph,  (he  bade  him  alfo 
welcome  her  deliverer.  The  earl  at 
that  inftant  faw  Raymond,  and  all  his 
raptures  were  fuddenly  chilled.  A  cold 
bow,  and  a  Hill  colder  acknowledgment 
of  obligation,  was  all  the  return  the 
knight-errant  received.  Raymond  dart- 
ed, no  lefs  confufed  at  this  recep- 
tion than  at  the  unexpected  appearance 
of  Selborne,  on  whom  he  darted  a 
glance  full  of  defperate  malignity  ;  while 
Selborne  fixed  his  eyes  on  Raymond's 
countenance  with  a  look  of  cool  but 
ftedfaft  difpleafure. 

Lady  Caroline  was  the  fir  ft  who 
broke  filence.  "  If  I  am  welcome 
home,"   faid   fhe   to  Raymond,  "you, 

vol.  ii.  n  fir, 
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fir,  are  alfo  welcome.  It  is  to  your 
courage,  to  your  perfevering  intrepidity 
that  I  owe  my  prefervation  from  the 
mod  unlicenfed  outrage,  the  molt  un- 
principled brutality.  I  leave  you  to 
narrate  the  particulars  of  my  refcue, 
though  I  am  perfuaded  that  your  rao- 
defly  will  not  do  fufficient  jullice  to  your 
merit.  My  agitated  fpirits  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  fay  more  at  prefent,  except 
that  you  have  now  an  eternal  claim  upon 
my  gratitude,  and  that  I  will  reward 
you." 

As  Lady  Caroline  gave  Raymond  her 
hand  at  the  conclufion  of  this  fpeech, 
of  courfe  he  received  it  upon  his  knees, 
and,  preiTing  it  to  his  lips,  vowed  eter- 
nal tranfport,  obligation,  refpecl,  and 
love.  Lord  Glanville,  during  this  fcene, 
flood  petrified  with  horror,  fometimes 
inclined  to  afcribe  his  daughter's  con- 
duel  to  mental  derangement,  fometimes 
wifhing  that  (he  had  continued  loft  ra- 
ther 
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ther  than  thus  found,  and  fometimes 
debating  whether  he  (hould  order  up 
his  footmen,  to  pufh  Orondates  out  of 
doors.  His  confirmation  increafed 
every  moment,  efpeciaily  while  Ray* 
mond  gave  an  account  of  his  own  part 
in  this  adventure,  which  was  unlike  any 
thing  that  has  happened  fmce  FalftafPs 
achievements  on  Gad's  hill.  Like  the 
fat  knight,  he  had  "  men  in  Kendal 
green,"  and  men  in  "  Dowlas"  to  at- 
tack, nor  could  he,  like  his  coadjutor 
the  groom,  boaft  that  he  returned  un* 
wounded  from  the  rencounter.  He  cer- 
tainly appeared  like  one  "  efcaped  from 
ruthlefs  fight."  One  arm  was  in  a  fling  ; 
he  had  a  black  patch  acrofo  his  forehead, 
and  a  lame  leg ;  all  indifputable  figns 
of  perfevering  valour. 

There  were,  however,  fome  particu- 
lars omitted  in  his  account,  that  would 
have  greatly  impeached  the  probability 
n  2  of 
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of  the  narration;  and  thofe  which   he 
did  fupply  had  much  more  of  the  mar- 
vellous than  of  the  fatisfaclory.     For  he 
happened  to  be  (landing  at  the  door  of  a 
cottage,  at  the  other  fide  of  the  wood 
into  which  the  ruffians  dragged  Lady 
Caroline  ;  and,  what  was  perhaps  (till 
more  furprifing,  after  he  had  refcued 
her,  and  (he  had  a  little  recovered  from 
her  alarm,  an  empty   chaife   and. four 
drove  by  this  fecluded  fpot,  mod  oppor- 
tunely to  convey  her  home.     To  be  fure, 
at  firft,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
driver,  they   took  a  wrong  road,  and 
were  driving  from,  inftead  of  to  Glan- 
ville-caftle  ;  but  a  party  of  Lord  Sel- 
borne's  military  put   them    right,  and 
efcorted  her  ladyfhip  home  in  triumph. 
Lord   Selborne's   impertinent   inquiries 
drew  out  fume  of  thefe  particulars  \  but 
Mr.  Raymond   foon   grew  "fallen,    and 
complained  that  his  fervices  demanded 
commendation    rather    than  fufpicious 

alterca- 
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altercation.  Selborne  then  hinted  that 
a  refcue  would  not  be  difficult,  if  the 
refcuer  hadprevioufly  affifted  in  project  - 
ing  the  feizure  ;  and  Raymond  replied 
that  he  would  call  on  his  lordlhip,  an  1 
explain  that  point  the  next  morning, 
and  alfo  fee  whether  the  examination  of 
his  company  of  foldiers  could  any  ways 
tend  to  explain  the  my  fiery.  Selborne 
obferveds  that  he  mould  rejoice  in  ha- 
ting the  bufmefs  clearly  Lived  igated. 
Raymond,  with  a  fierce  look,  anfwered, 
that  when  a  gentleman's  honour  was 
implicated,  there  was  but  one  mode 
of  decifion.  Selborne  added,  "  Con- 
fident with  truth  and  juflice  ;  I  agree 
with  you."  He  then  bowed  and  with- 
drew. 

No    fituation   can   be    more    painful 

than  that  of  a  proud  man  who  believes 

that   he  has   been  obliged  by  a  peri  mi 

whom  he   both  fears  and  hates.  .  Lord 

n  3  Glanville 
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Glanville  had  now  taken  his  refolution-  ^ 
and  he  therefore  thought  proper  to  make 
fome  precife  formal  acknowledgments 
to  Raymond.  He  afked  him  if  it  were 
in  his  power  to  do  him  any  fervice ; 
he  inquired  what  mode  of  life  he  would 
prefer,  and  without  waiting  for  an  an- 
iwer,  endeavoured  to  divert  the  con- 
verfation,  by  cbferving  how  aukwardly 
he  now  flood  with  administration. 
Raymond  turned  upon  his  heel,  and 
declared  his  intention  of  calling  upon 
Lady  Caroline  the  next  morning,  after 
he  fhould  have  paid  his  vifit  to  Lord 
Selborne.  The  earl  rang  the  bell,  and 
very  politely  bowed  his  gueft  out  of  the 
room. 

Full  of  indignation  at  the  infult  which 
had  been  offered  to  his  family,  and  no 
lefs  incenfed  at  being  reduced  to  hear 
a  man  like  Raymond  acknowledge  his 
confidence  in  Lady  Caroline's  favour, 
the  earl  fent  for  his  daughter,  deter- 
mined 
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mined  to  make  her  lofty  fpirit  feel  the 
power  of  paternal  controul.  She  came 
at  his  fummons,  and  readily  acquainted 
him  with  every  particular  of  her  refcue 
and  efcape;  not  one  incident  of  which 
appeared  extraordinary  to  her,  for  me 
was  familiarized  to  foreign  manners, 
verfed  in  the  narratives  of  German  ma- 
rauders and  Italian  banditti;  and,  of 
courfe,  fhe  formed  her  idea  of  the  beha- 
viour of  Englifh  footpads  by  thofe  mo- 
dels. She  declared  herfelf  ignorant  of 
the  perfons  by  whom  (he  was  feized, 
but  that  they  wore  mafks,  were  drefled 
in  regimentals,  and  frequently  repeated 
the  name  of  Selborne.  On  being  fir  ft 
attacked,  fhe  delivered  her  purfe  and 
watch  ;  but  on  their  feeming  diflatisfied, 
and  dragging  her  into  the  wood,  fhe 
fuppofed  that,  difpleafed  at  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  her  treafure,  they  intended  to 
murder  her ;  and,  being  perfectly  care- 
lefs  about  life,  fhe  formed  a  refolution 
n  4  to 
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to  die  with  heroifm.  While  they  con- 
tinued to  drag  her  through  the  moil  un- 
frequented, intricate  part  of  the  foreft, 
fhe  repeatedly  conjured  them  to  end 
her  mifery,  till  at  length  they  illued  with 
her  from  the  covert  on  the  fide  next 
the  moors ;  and  her  expectation  of  im- 
mediate death  now  yielded  to  more  hor- 
rid apprehenfions.  At  this  inftant  fhe 
faw  a  fhepherd's  cottage,  and  Raymond 
walking  before  the  door.  She  called 
him  to  afliR  her ;  he  knew  her  voice, 
flew  upon  the  villains,  a  dreadful  con- 
Aid  enfued,  and  fhe  was  at  liberty. 

"  I  was  too  much  exhaufted,"  con- 
tinued fhe,  "  to  return  home  imme- 
diately ;  but,  with  a  tendernefs  ecftfaf  to 
his  courage,  Raymond  conducted  me  to 
the  cottage,  where  a  little  tranquillity, 
and  fome  exquifite  refrefhments,  reltored 
my  ftrength  ;  and,  after  fome  accidental 
delay,  through  miftaking  the  right  road, 
he  conducted  me  home  in  fafety.     Too 

nobis 
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noble  to  impofe  any  conditions,  too  ge- 
nerous to  exprefs  the  fentiments  that  he 
long  has  felt,  while  my  agitated  mind 
was  incapable  of  clear  judgment,  it  is 
our  duty  to  give  him  an  adequate  and 
noble  reward." 

"  Your  notions,  Caroline,"  returned 
his  lordfhip,  gradually  relaxing  his  con- 
tracted brows  into  an  amiable  fmile, 
"  are  frank  and  liberal.  Gratitude  is 
an  hereditary  virtue  in  the  houfe  of 
Glanville ;  and  no  one  can  accufe  me 
of  degenerating  from  my  anceflors. 
However  highly  this  young  man  rates 
his  fervices,  he  (hall  find  my  bounty  ex- 
ceed his  expectations. " 

"  Does  your  lordfhip  mean,''  replied 
Lady  Caroline  in  a  high  tone  of  voice, 
"  to  wound  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman 
by  the  offer  of  your  purfe  ?  Such  treat- 
ment might  be  proper  to  a  mechanic, 
but  not  to  a  man  of  birth  equal  to  your 
own,  and  only  in  fortune  your  inferior. 
n  5  We 
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We  have  long  feemed  to  mifunderfland 
each  other ;  explicitnefs  now  becomes 
us  both.  Raymond  has  preferved  my 
life  and  honour,  and  /  will  reward 
him." 

"  Are  you  mad,  Caroline?"  inter- 
rupted the  earl  in  a  dill  higher  key  than 
the  lady  had  ufed.  "  Do  you  intend  to 
beftow  youifelf  upon  a  beggar  ?  a  man 
deftitute  of  character  and  fortune  ?" 

"  I  can  give  him  fortune,"  refumed 
her  ladyftiip,  with  a  Sardonic  fmile ; 
"  and  as  to  character,  I  have  heard  you 
cbferve,  that  nothing  can  be  fo  indefi- 
nite as  a  perfon's  reputation.  People 
fee  the  fame  object  through  different 
mediums.  I  have  neither  the  means 
nor  wifh  to  correct  the  defects  in  your 
lordfhip's  vifion  ;  and  you  muft  pardon 
me,  if,  on  this  occafion,  I  determine  to 
act  according  to  my  own  conviction. 
My  foul  is  fuperior  to  the  prejudices 
of  fociety.  My  own  heart  is  the  moni- 
tor 
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tor  to  which  I  liften,  and  its  fiat  fliall 
decide." 

"  Ungrateful  girl !"  the  agitated  fa- 
ther was  inclined  to  exclaim,  "  is  this 
my  reward  ?"  But  the  haughty  indif- 
ference his  daughter's  countenance,  who 
feemed  prepared  for  the  keened  retorts, 
induced  him  again  to  recalled  himfelf, 
and  change  his  ftyle  for  one  better 
adapted  to  her  character.  He  acknow- 
ledged the  obligations  they  owed  to 
Raymond,  but  doubted  of  the  pro- 
priety of  her  haftily  adopting  fuch  a 
flrong  refolution  in  his  favour.  He 
fpoke  of  the  ridicule  and  mortifications 
that  fhe  muft  encounter,  if  the  romance 
terminated  in  a  precipitate  marriage. 
He  fpoke  alfo  of  the  inconvenicncies  of  a 
narrow  fortune,  of  the  neglect  of  for- 
mer acquaintance,  and  of  the  mean  fub- 
terfuges  to  which  titled  poverty  is  com- 
pelled to  have  recourfe,  in  order  to  avoid 
open  contempt.  Thefe  reflections  (truck 
n  6"  Lady 
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Lady  Caroline,  efpecially  as  they  were 
accompanied  by  an  aiTurance  that  he 
had  no  perfonal  objection  to  Raymond, 
and  no  latent  views  in  oppofmg  her 
wifhes,  but  what  proceeded  from  fond 
regard. 

"  Let  me,"  faid  he,  "  guard  your 
too  fufceptible  and  generous  mind  from 
the  effects  of  a  fudden  impulfe.  Only 
reflect  upon  the  ftep  that  you  are  going 
to  take  before  you  offer  yourfelf  a  vic- 
tim on  the  altar  of  gratitude.  Above 
all  do  not,  by  an  elopement  from  your 
father's  houfe,  give  the  world  caufe  to 
arraign  your  difcretion.  If  Mr.  Ray- 
mond's merits  can  preponderate  againfl 
the  inconveniencies  that  mud  refult  from 
your  union  with  him,  remember  your 
choice  is  free,  and  call  upon  me  to  con- 
firm it." 

"While  the  earl  uttered  this  fpeech, 
Lady  Caroline  looked  up  with  afto- 
nilhinent. — "  Surely,"  thought  fhe,  "  a 

meta- 
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metamorphofis  has  taken  place,  and  it 
is  Brudenell  who  '  addrefTes  me  in  this 
frank,  benevolent,  inftruclive  language." 
She  caught  her  father's  hand  ;  he 
drew  her  to  him  ;  and,  as  he  imprinted 
a  kifs  upon  her  cheek,  he  wetted  it  with 
a  tear.  Overcome  by  this  unufual  mark 
of  real  arTe&ion,  a  glow  of  filial  duty 
warmed  Lady  Caroline's  heart ;  (he  funk 
involuntarily  upon  her  knee,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  obferve  his  counfels, 
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CHAR    XX. 

Love  in  Heroics,  a?id  Virtue  mounted  on 
the  high  Stilts  of  Philofophy,  run  away 
together. 

The  reader's  furprize  at  the  fcene 
which  concluded  the  laft  chapter  will 
abate,  when  he  confiders  that,  as  Lady 
Caroline's  vehemence  had  thrown  the 
earl  too  much  off  his  guard,  by  making 
him  avow  his  diilike  of  Raymond,  with 
very  frank,  unequivocal,  and  in  his  own 
opinion,  dangerous  fincerity,alittledeeper 
finefle  became  expedient  j  for,  though 
the  plain  man,  who  treads  furely  in  the 
ftraight  path  of  integrity,  is  only  grieved 
by  finding  that  he  has  committed  an 
intentional  fault,  thefe  perfect  matters  of 

the 
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the  fcience  of  human  nature,  as  profeffed 
diffemblers  affect  to  ftyle  themfelves, 
are  always  willing  to  give  up  their  ve- 
racity, to  preferve  the  reputation  of  their 
judgment. 

The  remarks  of  Lord  Selborne  upon 
Raymond's  narrative  had  convinced 
LordGlanville,  that  the  pretended  refcue 
was  only  a  fcene  in  a  deep  laid  plan* 
of  mod  complicated  treachery,  which* 
though  in  feme  refpecls  fruftrated,  might 
Ml  enfnare  an  unwary  and  romantic 
girl  in  the  dangerous  maze  of  obliga- 
tion and  gratitude.  I  trufl:  mod  fathers 
would  have  deemed  it  advifeable  to  have 
communicated  thefe  fufpicions  to  their 
daughters,  and  would  have  pointed  out 
the  neceflity  of  the  mod  circumfpect 
conduct  till  every  doubt  was  cleared. 
But,  as  this  would  have  been  abridging 
the  liberty  of  a  free  independent  being, 
and  forcing  his  doubts  upon  an  uncon- 
taminated  mind,   the  earl  thought   it 

would 
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would  better  accord  with  his  very  en- 
lightened character,  to  have  recourfe  to 
a  counter- plot,  to  defeat  the  effect  of 
thofe  fervices  which  he  appeared  to  ad- 
mit in  their  iulleft  extent.  As  this  pro- 
ject would  be  defeated  by  Lady  Caro- 
line's fufpecting  him  to  be  capable  of 
forming  it,  he  was  of  courfe  obliged  to 
drefs  up  his  defign  in  the  neateft  difguife 
of  candour,  liberality,  and  parental  af- 
fection. 

Lady  Caroline  found  her  father  in  a 
{till  more  generous  humour  the  next 
morning.  He  was  impatient  for  Ray- 
mond's vifit,  hoping  that  he  would  be- 
have with  frankneis,  and  defirous  to 
have  fome  plan  pointed  out  by  which 
he  might  ferve  him,  and  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  future  friend  (hip.  He  al- 
luded to  the  hign  words  that  had  paffed 
between  him  and  Lord  Selborne,  and 
expreiTed  his  hope  that  Caroline's  extra- 
ordinary adventure  might  not   involve 

her 
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her  deliverer  in  any  embarrafling  pre- 
dicament. Lady  Caroline  doubted  to 
what  all  this  placidity  would  tend,  and 
flew  to  Sophia  to  recount  the  amazing 
change  which  had  taken  place  ■  in  her 
father's  mind. — u  If  he  really  treats  me," 
faid  ihe,  "  with  the  candour  and  inge- 
nuoufnefs  that  he  affects,  even  you 
Sophy  fhall  not  exceed  me  in  the  prac- 
tice of  filial  affe&ion  j  but  if  he  deceives 
me—" 

"  Ah!"  replied  Sophia,  in  a  tremu- 
lous voice,  "  if  he  does,  would  you  then 
undo  yourfelf,  in  order  to  be  revenged  ? 
Deareft  Caroline,  fix  your  virtues  on  a 
firmer  bafis  than  the  (lability  of  a  fel- 
low-mortal. Acfc  rightly  yourfelf,  and 
beware  of  meafuring  your  own  actions 
by  thefalfe  ftandard  of  another's  faults." 

Another  day  paffed  on,  and  Raymond 
and  Selbbrhe  were  alike  ftrafngefs  at 
Glanviile  caltle.  Several  melTages,  in- 
deed,   paded    between   the    latter   and 

the. 
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the  earl  ^  but  the  ladies  were  informed 
that  they  were  only  civil  inquiries  after 
the  health  of  the  family.  On  the  even- 
ing  of  the  fecond  day,  Mrs.  Chenille 
preferred  her  lady  with  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Raymond, which  too  well  accounted 
for  his  abfence.  Not  to  dwell  on  mi- 
nute particulars,  the  finances  of  that 
gentleman  were  in  fo  deranged  a  ftate, 
that  it  became  very  eafy  for  Lord  Glaiv- 
ville  to  get  him  laid  in  durance ;  while, 
by  one  of  thofe  mafteriy  turns  on  which 
his  lordftvip  particularly  piqued  himfelf, 
the  difgrace  of  ftimulating  a  refentful 
creditor  to  this  action  was  heaped  upon 
Lord  Selborne,  who  was  dated  to  have 
had  recourfe  to  this  mean  meafure,  in 
order  to  excufe  himfelf  from  anfwering 
Raymond's  allegation  that  he  had  been 
the  contriver  of  the  attack  upon  Lady 
Caroline,  as  well  as  to  fcreen  himfelf 
from  the  confequences  of  his  refent- 
ment.     The  arreft  took  place  the  very 

morning 
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morning  after  Raymond  had  fent  Sel- 
borne  a  challenge ;  the  young  vifcount 
was  feen  converiing  with  a  fherifT's  of- 
ficer, and  Raymond  was  inticed  from 
his  lodgings,  and  prevailed  upon  to  walk 
in  a  field  where  the  writ  was  ferved  upon 
him,  by  a  perfon  in  Selborne's  confi- 
dence. Added  to  thefe  circumdances, 
one  of  the  bailiffs  confeffed  that  his 
client  had  been  induced  to  execute  the 
writ,  by  a  neighbouring  nobleman's  ha« 
ving  allured  him  that  the  debtor  was 
able  to  difcharge  every  demand.  All 
this  amounted  to  what  Raymond,  in  his 
letter  to  Lady  Caroline,  pronounced  the 
molt  pofitive  proof  of  Selborne's  bafe- 
nefs,  cowardice,  cruelty,  and  deteftable 
treachery. 

He  alfo  obferved,  that  the  time  chofen 
to  overwhelm  him  by  this  horrible  con- 
fpiracy  was  the  mod  unpropitious  to 
himfelf  that  malice  could  have  felecled ; 
for,  by  a  flrange  combination  of  circum^ 

fiances^ 
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fiances,  Lord  Phantome  was  gone  upon 
a  tour,  and  he  knew  not  where  he  could- 
be  found.  The  marquis  of  Lethe  found 
his  recollection  of  Raymond's  paft  fer- 
vices  overwhelmed  by  the  innumerable 
applications  of  lefs  worthy  but  more 
importunate  petitioners.  Sir  Titup  Cant- 
weil  had  forfeited  his  word,  and  old 
Scapegrace,  who  had  quarrelled  with 
his  houfekeeper,  was  but  jull  making 
him  diilant  overtures  of  reconciliation. 
Thefe  he  was  conicious  would  terminate 
in  his  being  acknowledged  the  heir  to  all 
his  fortunes ;  but  prudence  never  would 
authorize  him  to  appear-  before  a  mifer 
in  the  character  of  an  infolvent,  to  which 
parfimony  always  annexed  the  accufa- 
tion  of  thoughtlefs  extravagance. 

"  I   am    utterly    ruined,"    continued ' 
Raymond;  "  but  I  glory  in  the  miferies 
that  proceed  from  the  immutable  con- 
ceptions I  have  formed  of  truth,  juflice, 
patriotiim,  and  generous  difregard  of  ail 

interefted 
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interefleJ  views.  Honour  now  bids  me 
conceal  thofe  actions  which  are  a  fecret 
folace  to  my  griefs,  or  I  would  tell  Sel- 
borne  what  brought  me  to  the  cottage 
of  virtuous  poverty,  and  enabled  me  to 
refcue  the  mod  exalted  of  women  from 
his  mercenary  banditti.  I  could  tell  him, 
that  the  chaife,  which  ferved  to  affifl  that 
lovelieit  paragon  of  excellence,  whom 
his  peftiferous  breath  was  juit  going  to 
blaft,  was  returning  from  placing  two 
children  of  affliction,  whom  it  would 
better  have  became  him  to  protect,  in 
peace  and  in  innocence.  My  improvi- 
dent generofity  tempted  me  to  a  prema- 
ture expenditure  of  a  younger  brother's 
fcanty  portion ;  but  it  is  gone,  fpent  in 
deeds  that  cold-blooded  villany  knows 
not  how  to  perform. 

"  O  Lady  Caroline !  I  {hall  lay  down 
my  pen,  and  foon  betake  me  to  the 
wretch's  laft  hope.  Yet  fufTer  me  to 
mufe  one  moment  on  the  flattering  vi- 

fions 
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fions    that    foothed    my    foul    when    I 
matched  you  from  the   ruffians'  grafp. 
Suffer   me  to  recall  your  image,  when, 
in  the  prefence  of  your  imperious  fa- 
ther, you  gave  me  your  hand,  and  with 
it  an  afiurance  that  your  heart  fhould 
do  me  juftice.     I  here  reieafe  you  from 
that    promife.      Your    fortunes    never 
muft  be  blended  with  thofe  of  the  dis- 
honoured Raymond.     By  all  my  miferies 
1  fwear,  I  would  not   draw  the  bright 
emprefs  of  my  foul   from  the  radiant 
fphere  which   fhe  illumines,  and  extin- 
guifh  her  beams  in  the  night  of  my  ca- 
lamity.    Be  you  mod  blefTed,  molt  hap- 
py, rich  in  univerfal  admiration,  crowned 
with   perpetual  profperity,   the  idol  of 
exalted  fpirits,  the  delight  of  the  whole 
world.     I  only  urge  two  requefts.    Pro- 
mife me   never  to  plight  your  nuptial 
faith   to  the  execrable  Selborne;  and, 
when  my  woes  and  wrongs  are  depofited 
in  the  cold  grave,  let  your  gentle  bofom 
i  heave 
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heave  one  figh  for  him  who  adored  you, 
as  he  would  the  vifible  deity  of  beauty 
and  truth." 

There  was  a  vafl  deal  more  in  the 
fame  ftyle  ;  but,  conceiving  this  fpeci- 
men  fufficient,  I  clofe  the  quotation. 
The  conclufion,  however,  was  impor- 
tant. He  dated,  that  he  was  now  freed 
from  the  talons  of  thofe  harpies  who 
call  themfelves  agents  of  the  law  5  but 
that,  as  he  felt  himfelf  indelibly  con- 
taminated by  their  touch,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  apply  to  a  fovereign  fpecific 
for  fhame  and  forrow :  this  bloody- 
minded  paragraph  terminated  with  three 
dearefts,  andyf-i^  farewells. 

I  requeft  every  tender-hearted  lady 
who  honours  thefe  pages  with  a  perufal, 
and  is  a  little  gifted  with  the  female 
grace  of  fenfibility,  to  tell  me  how  it 
was  poflible  for  Lady  Caroline  to  rend 
this  letter.  Being  informed  by  Chenille 
that  Raymond's  fervant,  when  he  de- 
livered 
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livered  it,  reluctantly  owned  that  he  had 
charged  his  mailer's  piftols  before  he 
left  him,  though  he  had  afterward  pro- 
mifed  not  to  ufe  them  till  his  return 
from  Gianville-caftle,  fhe  again  looked 
over  this  tragic  rant.  The  fecret  mef- 
fages  between  Selborne  and  her  father 
convinced  her  that  the  latter  was  at 
lead  an  active  agent  in  the  confpiracy, 
and  Che  formed  her  refolution  the  mo- 
ment that  fuggeflion  flafhed  upon  her 
mind.  Her  hand  trembled  too  much 
to  write  a  long  anfwer ;  but  her  note, 
though  laconic,  was  perfectly  fatisfac- 
tory  ;  as  it  contained  a  requeft  that  he 
would  bring  a  chaife  and  four  to  the 
park  gate  at  twelve  that  night,  and,  in- 
Head  of  dying,  prepare  to  meet  a  faith- 
ful partner,  who  was  reiblved  to  mow 
him  that  there  was  one  exception  to 
the  general  ingratitude,  depravity,  and 
treachery  of  the  world. 

1 4  Leaving 
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Leaving  Chenille  to  pick  up  her 
jewels  and  valuables,  Lady  Caroline  now 
repaired  to  Sophia's  apartment,  who 
was  (till  too  much  indifpofed  to  leave 
her  chamber.  To  her  Lady  Caroline 
confided  Raymond's  dolorous  com- 
plaints ;  and,  being  exactly  in  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  molt  people  are  when 
they  afk  advice,  (he  requeued  Sophia 
to  tell  her  what  to  do.  Sophia  was  too 
much  interefted  by  the  accufations  urged 
againft  her  own  lover,  to  pay  an  im- 
mediate attention  to  her  friend's  re- 
queft.  Selborne  a  coward !  a  treache- 
rous villain  !  the  contriver  of  Raymond's 
arreft  !  the  author  of  the  aflauit  on  Lady 
Caroline!  Impoflible!  What  could  his 
views  be  ?  Is  it  confident  with  human 
nature,  for  a  man  who  has  always  acted 
with  molt  amiable  uprightnefs,  fuddcnty 
to  become  a  dark  and  hardened  con- 
fpirator  ?  'Tis  true,  they  who  talk  much 
of  virtue  fometimes  fail  in  the  practice; 

vol.  ii.  o  but 
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but  Selborne,  far  from  running  into  the 
fentimental  cant,  feemed  too  carelefs  to 
attempt  to  bring  his  virtues  into  obfer- 
vation.  You  heard  of  his  good  deeds 
from  others ;  you  always  met  him  in 
the  path  of  unaiTuming  duty  ;  you  con- 
ftantly  faw  him  a&ing  and  fpeaking  as 
he  ought ;  and  yet  he  feemed  to  con- 
fider  this  undeviating  propriety  too 
much  a  thing  of  courfe  to  be  worth 
talking  about.  Every  rule  that  Mr. 
Brudenell  had  laid  down  to  affift  her 
in  eftimating  the  moral  qualities  of 
others,  induced  her  to  give  the  amiable 
Selborne  the  noble  commendation  of 
meaning  right  and  acting  well ;  and  the 
unfupported  accufations  of  a  Raymond 
ought  not  to  induce  her  to  change  her 
opinion. 

After  vindicating  Lord  Selborne  with 
a  warmth  that  made  Lady  Caroline  pity 
the  blind  credulity  of  love,  Sophia  re- 
collected that  fhe  was  called  upon  to  adl 

as 
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as  a  counfellor  upon  this  momentous  oo 
cafion,  and  fhe  advifed  her  friend  to 
(hew  this  letter  to  her  father.  "  No," 
faid  Lady  Caroline,  delivering  her  the 
paper  with  a  very  heroic  air,  "  be  yours 
that  office.  To  you  I  depute  the  tafk  of 
vindicating  my  conduct,  and  defending 
my  fame.  Tell  Lord  Glanville,  that 
his  daughter  has  been  juft,  fincere^  ge- 
nerous, and  add,  if  you  dare,  that  (he 
advifes  him  to  imitate  thofe  virtues." 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?"  cried  the 
terrified  Sophia,  feebly  attempting  to 
detain  Lady  Caroline.  "  What  is  it  you 
propofe  ?" 

"  To  quit  for  ever,"  returned  the 
other,  "  this  den  of  tyranny,  this  laby- 
rinth of  guile.  O  Sophy,  I  have  this 
inftant  had  all  my  fufpicions  of  Lord 
Glanville's  treachery  cruelly  confirmed. 
Your  generous  noble  heart  will  revolt 
at  the  recital.  Selborne  is  not  the  only 
nobleman  who  confpired  againft  Ray- 
o  2  mend's 
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raond's  freedom.  I  have  made  old 
jervais  own,  that  his  mailer  knew  of 
the  arreft,  nay  that  a  meiTenger  was  pri- 
vately difpatched  to  the  creditor  who 
had  taken  out  a  writ  againft  him  the 
very  evening  my  brave  deliverer  refcued 
niefromdifhonouranddeaih;  the  evening 
too  on  which  all  my  fufpicions  were  lulled 
aflcep  by  the  defigning  careiles  of  a 
father  fhail  I  fay,  or  of  a  defigning  fy- 
cophant  ?  If  you  doubt  my  alTertions, 
I  will  name  to  you  the  perfon  who  tra- 
velled all  night  upon  this  bufinefs.  Now, 
Sophy,  will  you  ft  III  talk  to  me  of  duty 
to  fuch  a  fit  her  ?" 

!  "  If  his  loidihip  acted  thus,"  returned 
Sophia,  "  he  is  certainly  highly  cul- 
pable. But  as  his  plan  is  defeated,  as 
Mr.  Raymond  is  again  at  liberty,  furely 
his  mortification  at  an  unavailing  piece 
of  treachery  will  be  its  own  puniihment. 
But   do    explain    what    you    mean    to 

CO?" 

1  "  /  do 
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"  /do  not  mean  to  (hew  the  earl  this 
letter/'  faid  Caroline  ficantly. 

"  Oa  cooler  reflection,"  returned 
Soohia,  "  I  think  it  would  be  wrong  to 

put  Mr.  Raymond  into  the  power  of 
his  perfecutors ;  for  his  behaviour  to 
you  unqueftionably  defer ves  a  grateful 
acknowledgment.  My  purfe  is  not  very, 
weighty,  but  perhaps,  Caroline,  it  may 
add  a  little  to  the  contents  of  yours ;: 
and  a  gentleman  in  his  predicament 
may  require — I  mean  might  not  be  vio- 
lently hurt,  if  you  were  to  preface  your 
prefent  with  fome  handfome  compli- 
ment." 

"  No,"  faid  Lady  Caroline  with  great 
compofure,  "  I  need  not  tax  your  friend- 
fliip,  Sophy.  I  have  enough  to  carry 
us  to  London  ;  and,  as  foon  as  I  am 
married,  I  know  my  guardians  will  re- 
fign  their  truft  of  my  grandfather's  for- 
tune." 

O  %  «  To 
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"  To  London !"  exclaimed  Sophia 
with  painful  eagernefs.  "  O  Caroline  ! 
are  you  going  to  put  yourfelf  wholly  in 
the  power  of  a  man  of  whom  you  know 
fo  little,  and  that  little  not  quite  to  his 
advantage  ?" 

"  I  know,"  renamed  the  fair  enthu- 
fiaft,  "  that  I  owe  him  an  obligation, 
that  he  has  fufFered  upon  my  account, 
and  that  my  friends  have  treated  him 
with  cruelty.  Do  you  draw  the  conclu- 
fion,  and  tell  me  what  I  ought  to  do." 

"  I  will,"  faid  Sophia ;  "  and  may 
your  better  judgment  correct  the  error 
of  your  firft  refolve.  May  not  an  obli- 
gation, fuch  as  we  all  owe  to  a  fellow- 
creature  in  diftrefs,  be  repaid  by  fome- 
thing  fhort  of  the  facrifice  of  all  your 
future  profpe&s  ?  Have  you  not  ample 
power  to  remunerate  Mr.  Raymond, 
for  the  tranfient  trouble  and  difgrace 
that  he  has  incurred,  not  wholly  upon 

your 
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your  account,  but  certainly  in  part  by 
his  own  want  of  prudence  and  cecono- 
my  ?  And  can  you  in  no  other  way- 
convince  him  that  you  do  not  approve 
of  Lord  Glanviile's  certainly  ungrateful 
conduct,  but  by  fhewing  him  that  you 
will  for  his  fake  renounce  every  confide- 
ration  that  you  owe  to  filial  duty,  to 
your  own  welfare,  and  to  the  opinion  of 
the  world  ?" 

"  You  mutt  not  talk  of  filial  duty," 
faidLady  Caroline,  interrupting  her  friend 
with  a  difdainful  Anile,  "  fince  I  never 
acknowledge  that  the  accidental  circum- 
ftance  of  primogeniture  confers  an  ar» 
bitrary  neceflity  of  obedience.  I  have 
heard  your  arguments ;  now  liften  to 
my  refolves.  I  mean  to  bellow  myfelf 
and  my  fortune  on  Mr.  Raymond.  By 
the  liberality  of  this  action  I  fhall  bind 
his  generous  mind  to  eternal  gratitude  \ 
and  I  mall  fhew  the  man  whom  I  defpife, 
how  weak  and  futile  are  all  his  fchemes. 
0  4  Lord 


2g6  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

Lord  Lewfon's  bequeft  is  adequate  to 
all  my  wants.  The  fcenes  that  I  wit- 
neflfed  abroad  have  taught  me  to  fpurn 
the  adventitious  importance  that  is  de- 
rived from  wealth  and  rank,  and  to  fix 
real  greatnefs  in  the  inherent  qualities 
of  the  foul.  True  to  my  own  rules  of 
conduct,  I  yield  you,  Sophia,  the  full 
povTeiTion.  of  the  Glanville  eftate.  The 
law  recognizes  your  jufl  title  to  it  j  but 
I,  who  judge  from  fomething  beyond 
the  legal  letter,  acknowledge  your  claims 
of  right,  as  originating  from  deeds  that 
I  deem  cf  higher  validity  than  the  quaint 
terms  of  conveyances  and  records.  Had 
you  been  lefs  worthy  I  might  have  been 
tortured  by  mean  regret ;  but  I  know 
that  the  inheritance  which  I  confidered 
as  my  birth-right  will  devolve  on  one 
who  de/erves  it  ;  and  I  refign  it  without 
a  figh." 

"  Generous  woman  !"  replied  Sophia, 
burfting  into  tears  5  "  let  me  intreat  you 

for 
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for  your  own  Hike — confider  to  what 
your  ram  preference  of  Raymond  ex- 
pofes  you." 

"  The   die    is    caff,"  returned  Lady 
Caroline ;  "  the  time  is    fixed   for  my 
departure ;  and  if  your  intreaties  cannot 
detain  me,  be  afTured  force  will  be   of 
no  avail.    If  Lord  Glanville  purfues  me, 
I  will  either  afTert  my  natural   rights  or 
perifh  in  the  attempt.  But  mark,  Sophia, 
I  am  not  the  mere  dupe  of  love,  a  dri- 
velling girl  who  flies  off  with  an  adven- 
turer.    No,  I  am   guided  by   fuperior 
motives.     1  prove  my  enlarged  concep- 
tion of  moral    fitnefs ;  I  expofe  dupli- 
city, I  humble  tyranny,  I  obey  the  call 
of  honour.     I  mult,  I  fhall  be  happy; 
for  happinefs  is  feated  in  the  foul,  and 
the  foul  exults  when  we  perform  high 
deeds    of  heroic    worth.      Juflice,    the 
cardinal    virtue   of  our  unfophifticated 
nature,  bids  me  torture  the  proud  mean 
earl   of  Glanville ;  it   prompts   me   to 
o  5  detect 
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detect  his  craft,  to  triumph  in  his  de- 
feat  " 

"  Oh !"  faid  Sophia,  "  for  heaven's 
fake !  think  more  of  your  own  profpects 
than  of  revenge  againft  your  father.  Is 
not  Mr.  Raymond  a  fpend thrift  and  an 
unfettled  character  ?  I  would  not  offend 
you,  dear  Lady  Caroline ;  but  do  con- 
fider,  are  his  principles  wellfpoken  of?" 

"  Not  by  thofe  who  hate  and  perse- 
cute him,  I  grant  ;  but,  even  fuppofing 
him  to  be  what  you  have  heard  him 
defcribed,  the  noble  liberality  of  my  be- 
haviour muft  fecure  his  eternal  grati- 
tude ;  and  1  (hall  at  lead  have  the  fatif- 
faction  of  living  with  a  man  who  owes 
to  me  both  his  life  and  fortune." 

"  If  he  has  a  bad  heart,"  anfwered 
Sophia*  "  that  recollection  will  only 
prompt  him  to  treat  you  with  unkind- 
nefs ;  nay,  perhaps  to  reproach  you  with 
that  preference  which  he  may  be  bafe 
enough  to  call  indifcrction." 

"  You 
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"  You  had  better  direct  thefe  fcru- 
pulous  obfervations  to  Selborne's  cha- 
racler,"  returned  Lady  Caroline.  "  Re- 
member, if  I  fuffer  for  my  folly,  the 
mifery  will  be  ail  my  own." 

"  No"  faid  Sophia  with  a  look  of 
affecting  tendernefs  ;  "  I  would  difTuade, 
but  I  perceive  I  only  incenfe  you.  Go 
then,  deareft  Caroline  ;  and,  if  my  warm 
wifhes  can  prevail,  you  will  always  think 
me  uncandid  and  illiberal  in  thefe  my 
premonitory  warnings.  But  if,  which 
heaven  forbid !  you  fhould  ever  want 
a  friend  ;  if,  injured  where  you  have 
placed  implicit  truft,  the  anguifh  of  your 
heart  mould  remind  you  of  this  conver- 
fation,  remember  thefe  arms  that  would 
have  held  you  back,  will  always  be  ready 
to  embrace  you,  and  to  give  you  *fijler>* 
(hare  of  all  that  I  pollers.'' 

"  I  thank  you,"  returned  Lady  Caro- 
line ;  "  and  in  return  hear  my  parting 
adjuration.     Never  put  any  confidence 
o  6  in 
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in  Lord  Glanville,  and  do  not  marry 
Selborne  till  he  is  cleared  from  thefe 
dishonourable  imputations.  Your  hand, 
Sophia  ;  I  now  put  your  friendfhip  to 
the  proof.  If  your  high  notions  of 
duty  fhould  induce  you  to  apprife  the 
family  of  my  flight,  my  adventures  will 
have  a  tragical  termination.  To-morrow 
morning  you  are  at  liberty  to  act  as  you 
pleafe."  ' 

"  Will  you  not  be  prevailed  upon  ?" 
feid  Sophia  all  bathed  in  tears.  "  O  un- 
done Caroline  !  O  generous,  but  greatly 
erring  friend  !"  The  amiable  girl  con- 
tinued to  give  way  to  the  impulfe  of 
unavailing  grief,  while  Lady  Caroline, 
glorying  in  her  fublime  energies,  and 
attended  by  Chenille,  gained  the  park- 
gate  unperceived  by  any  of  the  family. 

1  am  not  fure  whether  I  fhould  not 
here  introduce  a  few  popular  embel- 
lifhments.  Suppofe  the  lady,  on  Hep- 
ping  into  the  high  road,  were  to  meet 

a  tall, 
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a  tall,  flitting,  loofe-robed  fpectre,  whofe 
pallid  features,  inJiftinft  groans,  and 
blood-fiained  vefture  mould  convince 
her  that  Raymond  had  done  "  the 
bloody  deed."  Or  fuppofe  that  at  the 
moment  when  the  wretched  lover  was 
priming  his  piftols,  Lady  Caroline  was 
to  pop  upon  him  with  a  "  Stop  !  I  am 
come."  Or  fuppofe,  like  Romeo,  for- 
getting that  he  had  killed  himfelf,  he 
fhould  get  into  the  poft-chaife  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened. — Inftead  of  hob- 
goblins or  wonders,  Mr.  Raymond  flood 
at  the  parkgate,  waiting  for  the  fair  one's 
arrival,  and  not  much  afraid  of  being 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  "  lovely 
amiable  death."  The  lady  met  him 
without  faying  that  fhe  was  aftonifhed  to 
find  him  alive ;  and  he  fo  far  forgot  the 
contamination  he  had  fuffered  from  the 
vile  bailiffs,  that  he  not  only  handed  her 
into  the  chaife,  but  feated  himfelf  by  her 

fide. 
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fide.  "  The  barbs"  flew  apparently  as 
fafl  as  Leonora's;  and  for  the  firft 
twenty  miles  the  gentleman  was  all  gra- 
titude and  rapture.  But  rapture  cannot 
lad  for  ever,  and  gratitude  is  apt  to 
cool.  I  have  heard  that  from  the  fa- 
tigue of  a  rapid  journey,  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  purfuit,  and  the  crofs  incidents 
that  happen  upon  the  road,  the  Hyme- 
neal Vulcan  fometimes  fees  as  fombrous 
looking  fuppliants  approach  his  altar,  as 
thofe  pitiable  victims  of  prejudice,  and 
flaves  to  routine,  who  walk  hand  in 
hand  to  the  village  church,  at  the  head 
of  a  dull  procellion  of  parents  and  kin- 
dred, and  return  home,  amidft  the  cla- 
mour of  bells,  to  eat  bride  cake,  and  be 
comfortable. 

Since  the  dear  love  of  adventure  fe- 
duces  many  a  "  Lydia  Languid,"  to 
meet  poor  "  frozen  Beverley"  in  the 
garden,  who  might  as  well  have  been 

fitting 
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fitting  at  the  parlour  fire ;  and  to  Ileal 
down  a  ladder  of  ropes,  when  the  ltreet- 
door  would  have  (tood  wide  open;  I  wifh 
to  perfuade  all  boarding-fchool  mifles, 
that  the  pleafure  of  adventure,  like  mofl 
other  pleafures,  ceafes  the  very  moment 
it  is  enjoyed.  When  all  the  perils  of 
purfuits  and  "  hair-breadth  efcapes" 
are  over  ;  when,  after  a  rapid  race  to 
Gretna-green,  Strephon  with  Delia  at 
his  fide  returns  leifurely  home  again  ;  at 
lead  when  the  newfpapers  have  done 
announcing  that  "  the  beautiful  daugh- 
ter of  a  gentleman  of  great  refpeclability 
lately  jumped  from  a  one  pair  of  flairs 
window,  fcaled  the  parapet  wall  of  her 
father's  laundry,  fcrambled  over  the 
ha-ha,  waded  through  the  canal,  and 
after  a  thoufand  dangers  from  highway* 
men,  footpads,  gypfies,  confiables.  and 
juflices  of  the  peace,  happily  joined  the 
gallant  and  accomplifhed  enfign  B' after, 
with  whom  (he  immediately  fet  oul  on 
J 5  a  con- 


a  connubial  expedition  to  "  that  happy 
land    where    marriage  Jllll  is  free  :" — I 
fay  when  all  this  is  over,  love  drops  his 
brocaded  fuit  of  romance,  and  buckles 
on   the  plain  camblet  of  common  life. 
Woe  be  to  the  wedded  pair  fhould  they 
then  perceive  that  the  defire  for  ,the  un- 
dertaking arofe  from  the  difficulty  of  its 
being  accomphfhed  !  No  brave  contempt 
of  parental  fancticns,  no  generous  de- 
fiance of  maiden  delicacy,  no  patient 
endurance  of   fupererogatory    dangers, 
will    fnap    thofe  galling  fetters,  which 
their  bewildered  fancies  miftook  for  the 
Jilken  cords  of  love. — I  was  proceeding 
in  this  (train  of  advice  to  the  milTes  of 
the  prefent   day,    till,  recollecting  that 
the  increafed  depravity  of  morals  has 
fan&ioned    fuch   frequent   breaches   of 
the  marriage  vow  as  to  make  it  con- 
fidered  rather   as  the  loofe  cincture  of 
accommodation  and  convenience,  than 

a  3' 
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as  a  holy  indiffoluble  obligation,  I  blufh 
for  the  licentious  degradation  of  the 
matronly  character,  and  refrain  from 
fatirizing  the  levities  of  youthful  te- 
merity. 
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CHAP.    XXL 

Love  in  common  Life,  and  Virtue  in  an  old" 
fajhkned  Attire,  agree  that  it  is  beji  to 
try  to  be  contented. 

We  left  Lady  Caroline,  in  the  laft 
Chapter,  performing,  according  to  her 
own  opinion,  the  molt  exalted  acl:  of 
which  a  human  being  is  capable ;  name- 
ly, avowing  her  contempt  of  opinions, 
prejudices,  cuftoms,  and  laws  ;  of  courfe, 
as  fuccefs  crowned  her  efforts,  fhe  &- 
evitably  became  very  happy. 

Poor  Sophia  meantime  remained  as 
wretched  as  a  mean  timid  Have  of  duty 
and  prefcription  can  pofhbly  be ;  for 
fhe  certainly  felt  as  uncomfortable  as 
a  perfon  ever  is,  who  continues  confcious 

that 
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that  they  have  faithfully  endeavoured 
to  ad  as  they  ought.  Lady  Caroline's 
threats  had  intimidated  her  from  alar- 
ming the  family  ;  but  the  fearful  appre- 
henfions  of  the  dreadful  fcenes  that 
would  follow  the  elopement  racked  her 
bofom  with  doubt  and  terror.  I  do  not 
mean  doubt  how  (he  herfelf  was  to 
act ;  for,  being  free  from  that  fpecies  of 
moral  chemiftry  which  rarefies,  diftills, 
evaporates,  and  compounds  virtues,  till 
they  change  their  natures  and  become 
vices ;  (he  clearly  di Teemed  the  line  of 
her  own  duty,  and  fancied  that  it  con- 
fided in  an  endeavour  to  mitigate  Lord 
Glanville's  diftrefs,  and  to  reconcile  him 
to  his  daughter. 

Full  of  this  idea,  me  determined  to 
exert  her  ftrength  to  the  utmoft,  and, 
in  fpite  of  pain  and  languor,  to  vifit  him 
in  his  chamber,  and  break  the  fad  ti- 
dings with  the  utmoft  caution  and  gentle- 
nefs.      She   had   naturally    wifhed   for 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Brudeneli's  counfel  and  fupport, 
and  fiie  regretted  that  the  effects  of  her 
accident  prevented  her  from  writing  to 
Iiim  for  his  direction  at  this  awful  emer- 
gency. A  mind  properly  difpofed  as 
to  the  events  of  this  life  is  never  guilty 
of  difcontent :  mild  regrets  and  humble 
wifhes  are  all  that  it  prefumes  to  oppofe 
to  thofe  unfavourable  events  which  Di- 
vine Providence  often  brings  to  pafs>  as 
well  to  accomplifh  its  immenfe  plan  of. 
univerfal  fuperintendence,  as  to  try  and 
prove  the  defective  virtue  of  finite  man. 
Sophia  recollected  that  it  was  not  her 
own  fault  that  {he  was  now  deprived  of 
the  alTiftance  of  her  dearefl  and  bed 
friend  ;  "  He,"  faid  me,  "  is  faithfully 
discharging  the  facred  duties  of  his 
function ;  I  will  hope  that  I  fhall  be 
fupported  in  this  hour  of  trial,  as  I  do 
not  rely  on  my  own  ftrength,  but  with 
fmcerity  of  intention,  and  humility  of 
judgment,  refolve  to  do  the  bed  I  can." 

Ifluing 
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Iffuing  from  her  chamber  in  this  pious 
frame  of  mind,  fhe  beheld  with  rapture 
the  venerable  man  advancing  towards 
her,  and  in  a  moment  found  herfelf 
locked  in  his  embraces.  Mr.  Brudenell 
had  been  informed  by  Lord  Seiborne 
of  the  c;rcum{lances  attending  Sophia's 
accident,  and  he  travelled  all  night,  no 
lefs  from  the  hope  that  he  might  render 
fome  effential  fervices  to  Lord  Glanville 
and  his  daughter,  than  through  anxiety 
for  the  fafety  of  his  beloved  Sophy. 

Mr.  Brudenell  liftened  to  Sophia's  ac- 
count of  Lady  Caroline's  ram  conduct. 
That  turn  of  mind  which  fo  admirably 
ccrrefponded  with  his  facred  profeffion, 
kd  him  to  point  out  to  his  attentive 
grand-daughter  the  jufl  dealings  of  the 
Divine  Ruler  of  the  univerfe.  "  In 
vain,"  faid  he,  "  do  infidels  deny  Ins 
exiflence  ;  he  compels  them  to  feel  his 
power.  They  go  on  triumphantly  in 
their  finful  courfe,  ignorant  that   they 

are 
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are  only  accomplifhing  the  views  of 
Him,  who  caufes  the  wicked  to  fall  into 
the  fnare  which  their  own  hands  have 
prepared.  By  fubtlety,  deceit,  and  dif- 
honeft  plans,  Lord  Glanville  has  loft 
his  daughter,  and  mod  keenly  wounded 
his  own  pride ;  while  fhe,  indulging 
her  humour  of  blind  obflinacy  and  mad 
revenge,  has  blafted  the  bloflbms  of 
her  youthful  hope,  and  condemned  her 
future  life  to  difappointment,  chagrin, 
and  vain  remorfe.  Thefe  will  probably 
be  her  companions  for  many  years  after 
her  hated  father,  whom  fhe  wifhed  to 
mortify  and  perplex,  has  efcaped  from 
the  wrath  of  man,  to  witnefs  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  God." 

They  now  began  to  talk  of  the  part 
that  Lord  Selborne  had  acted  in  this 
bufinefs  ;  and  Mr.  Brudenell  obferved, 
that  the  accufations  which  Raymond 
had  brought  againft  him  had  fcarcely 
face  enough   to   merit   inquiry.     Yer, 

as 
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as  precipitate  judgment  is  wrong,  even 
in  its  hafty  efforts  to  vindicate  a  virtuous 
character  from  opprobrium,  he  thought 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  wait  the  effect 
of  time ;  efpecially  as  Selborne's  abfent- 
ing  himfelf  from  the  cattle,  when  his 
prefence  and  fervices  might  be  of  ufe 
to  the  family,  had  a  fingular  afpect. 

The  intelligence  of  Lady  Caroline's 
elopement  threw  Lord  Glanville  into  a 
paroxyfm  of  rage,  that  mocked  every 
attempt  at  confolation.  He  execrated 
her  ingratitude,  in  terms  very  inappli- 
cable to  an  enlightened  philofopher ; 
and  when  he  wifhed  her  poverty,  in- 
famy, and  remorfe,  he  tacitly  admitted 
the  force  of  principles  that  he  had  during 
his  whole  life  denied.  So  powerfully 
did  his  mental  anguiih  agitate  his  weak 
frame,  that  it  was  at  firft  thought  his 
life  would  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  keen 
emotions  of  wounded  pride,  and  the 
"  compunct.ive  vifitings"  of  remorfe. 

In 
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In  one  of  thofe  moments   when  the 
mind,  by  intenfely  mufing  on  its  prefent 
regrets,  renounces  the  force  of  former 
habits,  Lord  Glanville  formed  the  refo 
folution     of    punifhing     his    unworthy 
daughter,  by  publifhing  his  own  infamy, 
acknowledging  Sophia  for   his    heirefs, 
and  uniting  her  to  the  nobleman  whom 
he   once    deftined    for    his    fon-in-law. 
The  behaviour  of  Selborne  during  the 
late  fcrange  occurrences  had   convinced 
the  earl  that  he  was  miftaken  in  the  ob- 
ject of  the  young  vifcount's  wifhes ;  and 
various  incidents  made  him  fufpect  that 
a  reciprocal  attachment  fubfifted  in  So- 
phia's gentle  bo  Torn.     Many  years  had 
pafled   fmce    Lord    Glanville    felt    the 
power  of  love ;  and    we  have  already 
feen  that  he  was  but  a  refractory  fubjecl 
to   that    generally    abfolute    fovereign. 
He   depended    upon   the    gentlenefs  of 
Sophia's  temper,  and  the  firength  of  her 
principles  3  and  imagined  that  if  hecouJd 

but 
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but  once  extort  a  promife  of  obedience 
to  his  wifhes,  compliance  in  all  points 
would  neceffarily  follow.  As  to  any 
regret  for  ufmg  Lord  Selborne  ill,  the 
earl  was  not  of  a  nature  to  feel  the  nice 
compunctions  of  honour,  when  felf  flood 
in  his  way.  He  welcomed  him  to  Glan- 
ville  cattle,  while  he  fancied  his  virus 
promoted  his  fchemes ;  that  hope  being 
fruftrated  by  his  daughter's  imprudent 
marriage,  he  refolved  to  break  off  a  con- 
nexion that  would  only  counteract  the 
extenfive  defigns  of  afpiring  craft,  or,  if 
you  pleafe,  confummate  wifdom. 

Some  people  may  fuppofe  that  Lord 
Glanville  had  too  recently  experienced 
the  ill  effects  of  plot  ani  defign,  to  pur- 
fue  that  method  of  acting  ;  but  he  held 
plain  dealing  in  fuch  contempt,  that  he 
never  chofe  the  ready  road  even  in 
wickednefs.  He  therefore  refolved  to 
compel  an  amiable  mind  to  obedience,  by 

vol.  11.  p  ftratagem  \ 
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flratagem;  and  to  cheat  an  affectionate 
heart  into  a  renunciation  of  a  preferred 
lover,  by  the  very  aclion  that  feemed  to 
bind  itfelf  to  him  for  ever. 

Kis  languid  frame  appeared  reanimated 
by  this  device.  He  fent  for  Sophia  into 
his  apartment,  made  many  inquiries  after 
Lord  Selborne,  praifed  his  character, 
and  lamented  that  he  was  now  wholly 
en'groffed  by  military  affairs.  The  poet 
has  remarked,  that,  to  an  enamoured 
mind,  no  mufic  is  fo  fweet  as  "  the 
praifes  of  the  man  fhe  loves."  But 
while  Sophia's  cheek  flufhed  with  modefl: 
joy,  the  earl  fuddenly  inveighed  againfl 
Lady  Caroline,  and  called  on  his  grand- 
daughter to  reprobate  her  conduct. 
Sophia  confeffed  it  to  be  very  wrong  j 
but  hoped  that  if  Lady  Caroline  feemed 
happy  in  her  choice,  and  requefted  par- 
don, he  would  be  induced  to  forgive  her. 
"  Never,"  was  the  earl's  ftern  anfwer. 
"  And  now,  Sophia,  may  I  not  exped 

that 
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that  what  you  condemn  in  another  you 
will  yourfelf  avoid?  Do  you  acknow- 
ledge that  you  owe  me  duty,  gratitude, 
affection,  and  obedience  ?" 

"  O,  moil  afluredly,"  replied  Sophia. 
"  I  will  endeavour  to  promote  your  hap- 
pinefs,  and  to  footh  your  forrows !" 

"  Tis  well,"  returned  his  lordfhip. 
"  x\m  I  to  underftand  this  promife  as 
including  obedience  to  my  will  in  a  ma- 
trimonial engagement  i" 

Sophia  paufed  a  moment.  She  was 
perfuaded  that  her  grandfather  was  go- 
ing to  propofe  Lord  Seiborne  for  her 
hufband ;  and,  as  fhe  felt  angry  at  his 
not  having  been  to  inquire  after  her 
fince  her  late  dreadful  accident,  fhe 
thought  it  right  to  confider  whether 
fhe  could  forgive  him,  before  fhe  pro- 
mifed  implicit  obedience  to  this  demand. 

"  Ycu  hefitate,"  renamed  his  lord- 
fhip; "  I  thought  that  with  you  words 
p  2  and 
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and  deeds  were  fynonymous."  As  the 
florin  of  anger  blackened  in  his  coun- 
tenance every  moment,  Sophia  did  not 
feel  fufficiently  courageous  to  withftand 
his  difpleafure ;  but,  fecretly  refolving 
to  (hew  the  young  vifcount  that  fhe  could 
refent  negligence,  (he  allured  Lord  Glan- 
ville,  that,  though  fhe  was  very  happy 
in  her  prefent  (late,  (he  was  ready  to 
obey  his  wifties. 

"  You  (hall  find  your  account  in  fo 
doing,"  replied  the  earl,  ringing  his 
bell. 

Mr.  Brudeneli  was  requefled  to  at- 
tend, and  the  heads  of  the  houfehold 
were  fummoned. — "  You  will  take  no- 
tice," faid  Lord  Glanville,  addreffing 
himfelf  chiefly  to  the  fteward,  "  that 
this  young  lady,  whom  I  intruded  from 
fome  private  reafons  to  that  gentleman's 
care,  is  my  grand-daughter,  my  fon's 
only  child,  and  the  lineal  iffue  of  my  firft 

and 
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and  lawful  marriage.  Raymond's  wife, 
whom  I  called  mv  daughter,  is  merely 
the  illegitimate  offspring  of  an  illegal 
connexion :  I  educated  and  cherifhed 
her ;  and,  from  defpair  of  recovering 
my  heir,  I  gave  her  reafon  to  hope  for 
part  of  my  fortunes*  The  ingratitude 
cf  this  woman  correfponds  with  the 
ftigma  of  her  birth,  and  fhe  deferves  the 
infamy  to  which  1  abandon  her.  You 
are  all  vvitneffes  to  this  my  declaration. 
It  is  my  pleafure,  that  Mifs  Glanville's 
birth  mould  be  publicly  explained,  and 
that  me  fhould  be  acknowledged  as 
heirefs  to  my  fortunes,  and  miftrefs  of 
my  family." 

During  this  fpeech,  a  contrariety  of 
paflions  agitated  Sophia's  mind.  The 
iatisfaction  which  muff  neceffarily  refult 
from  this  public  reflitution  of  her  na- 
tural rights,  was  blended  with  pity  for 
the  repudiated  daughter,  and  horror 
that  the  unrepenting  finner  thus  not 
p  3  only 
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only  avowed  his  crimes,  but  glofled 
them  over  with  an  air  of  merit.  The 
flattering  commendations  that  were 
poured  upon  herfelf,  and  the  cenfures 
that  were  lavifhed  upon  the  fallen  Caro- 
line, reminded  her  of  the  different  afpecl: 
which  the  common  herd  of  characters 
always  prefent  to  profperity  and  adver- 
fity.  Ungratified  by  the  hollow  praife 
of  venal  expectation,  me  begged  Mr. 
Bruderieli  to  lead  her  from  the  painful 
fcene.  As  fhe  paffed  by  Jervais  fhe 
perceived  that  his  cheeks  were  wet  with 
tears.  "  Good  old  man,"  faid  (he,  pref- 
iing  his  hand  as  he  opened  the  door, 
"  you  feel  that  you  have  loft  a  friend." 
Jervais  only  replied  by  a  low  bow,  and 
a  figh  for  his  former  lady. 

"Am  I  wrong  ?"  faid  fhe  to  Mr. 
Brudenell,  as  foon  as  they  were  alone. 
"  Greatly  as  Lord  Glanviilehas  laboured 
to  oblige  me,  I  do  not  feel  obliged.  I 
will  certainly  faithfully  perform  all  my 
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promifes,  I  will  endeavour  to  divert 
his  afflictions,  I  will  fteadily  obey  his 
commands ;  but  indeed  this  will  not  be 
a  labour  of  love.  I  (hail  rejoice  when 
I  am  liberated  from  this  taik.  Yes, 
dear  grandpapa,"  continued  ftie,  throw- 
ing her  arms  round  Mr.  BrudenelPs 
neck,  "  I  mould  rejoice,  even  if  Sel- 
borne  appeared  lefs  amiable  to  me,  than, 
if  you  will  not  rally  me,  I  confefs  he 
does." 

"  Dear  ingenuous  girl,"  replied  Mr. 
Brudenell,  "  may  you  have  no  worfe 
enemy  to  encounter  than  my  raillery  1 
But  tell  me,  what  have  you  promifed  ? 
and  why  do  you  fuppofe  Lord  Glanville 
means  to  beftow  you  on  Selborne  ?" 

Sophia  then  repeated  all  that  had 
paffed  between  her  and  the  earl,  and 
afked  if  it  was  not  a  fair,  nay  a  necef- 
fary  inference. 

"  It  appears  to  be  fo,"  faid  Mr.  Bru- 
denell; "  and  there  is  only  one  objection 
F  4  to 
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to  this  interpretation.  Such  conducl  is 
too  frank  and  noble  for  Lord  Glan- 
ville." 

"  Ah  I"  cried  Sophia,  "  that  ever  I 
fhould  call  you  uncandid.  But  you  do 
not  know  the  high  eftimation  in  which 
the  earl  holds  Lord  Selborne." 

"  It  is  not  a  want  of  candour,"  re- 
plied Mr.  Brudenell,  "  to  draw  thofe 
inferences  which  are  mod  natural.  If 
Lord  Glanville  feemed  fenfible  of  his 
former  faults,  I  fhould  believe  he  would 
adopt  the  plan  moil:  likely  to  give  repofe 
to  his  old  age,  by  endeavouring  to  ren- 
der you  happy.  But  while  he  can  at 
once  recollect  the  enormous  offences  of 
his  youth  ;  and  yet  not  only  refolve  on 
a  total  renunciation  of  his  daughter  for 
a  lefs  fault,  but  even  gild  and  polifli  his 
own  crimes,  nay  convert  them  into  wife 
and  noble  a&ions : — O  Sophy !  is  it 
uncharitable  to  doubt  fuch  a  man  ?  But 
we  will  endeavour  to  hope  the  beft,  and 

intreat 
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intreat  heaven  to  open  his  eyes  that  he 
may  fee  the  error  of  his  ways/' 

Mifs  Glanville  was  going  to  reply, 
when  fhe  faw  Lord  Selborne  approach- 
ing. "  Had  I  not  better  avoid  him  r" 
inquired  fhe  in  an  irrefolute  tone.  Mr. 
Brudenell  bade  her  only  flay  till  the 
flrft  civilities  were  palled,  and  added  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  bring  on  an 
eclairciflement. 

Selborne  joined  the  party  in  evident 
confulion.  He  exprefled  his  regret  at 
not  having  been  able  to  make  perfonal 
inquiries  after  Mifs  Herbert's  health;  and 
added,  that  they  had  both  been  engaged 
in  many  unpleafant  fcenes  fince  they  laft 
met.  Mr.  Brudenell  undertook  to  an- 
fvver  for  his  grand-daughter  ;  obferved, 
that  Lord  Selborne's  time  was  always 
ufefully  and  properly  employed ;  and 
added,  that,  as  fhe  was  (till  too  unwell 
to  bear  exertion,  fhe  had  better  return 
to  the  houfe.  "  Your  lordfhip,"  faid 
p  5  he, 
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he,  "  will  perhaps  favour  me  with  your 
company,  while  I  examine  the  progrefs 
of  fome  new  improvement  which  Lord 
Glanville  is  making  at  the  bottom  of 
the  park."  Selborne  aflented.  Sophia 
withdrew.  A  degree  of  mutual  trepida- 
tion kept  the  gentlemen  filent  for  a 
few  moments.  Mr.  Brudenell  at  laft 
began  the  converfation  with  thanking 
his  young  friend  for  fending  him  fuch 
fpeedy  intelligence  of  Sophia's  misfor- 
tune. 

"  I  have  often,"  faid  Selborne, 
"  availed  myfelf  of  your  permhTion 
to  vifit  your  lovely  grand-daughter. 
In  mind  and  in  perfon,  ihe  is  to  me  the 
mod:  amaible  of  her  fex ;  nor  can  I  have 
one  idea  of  future  happinefs,  in  which 
(he  is  not  included.  I  have  even  hoped 
that  I  had  made  fome  progrefs  in  her 
good  opinion  ;  and  I  mould  ere  now 
have  ventured  on  a  declaration,  had 
not  the  artifices  of  Raymond,  and  the 

impru- 
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imprudence  of  Lady  Caroline,  thrown 
various  obftacles  in  my  courfe.  Per- 
haps, fir,  you  have  heard  that  my  en- 
deavours to  withdraw  that  unfortunate 
woman  from  a  very  imprudent  con- 
nexion have  been  fo  far  mifconftrued, 
as  to  be  brought  forward  in  proof  of 
my  having  had  a  defign  upon  her  per- 
fon.  But  my  beloved  Sophia  (hall  be 
my  j  unification :  I  had  no  reafon  for 
difguife.  She  faw  my  attentions  to  her 
unhappy  friend;  and  I  perceived  with 
rapture,  that  her  true  greatnefs  of  foul 
led  her  not  only  to  difcern,  but  to  ap- 
prove the  motive  of  them." 

«  Certainly,"  faid  Mr.  Brudenell, 
calling  his  eyes  upon  the  ground,  with 
a  fomewhat  myfterious  air,  "  there  was 
fome  probability  that  a  woman  of  Lady 
Caroline's  high  expectations  and  perfonal 
advantages,  might  attract  a  m&n  of  your 
lordfliip's  discernment ;  and  though  I 
am  willing  to  believe  that  Sophia  was 
p  6  realty 
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really  your  choice,  yet  thofe  who  were 
ftrangers  to  your  fentiments  might  think 
it  poflible  that " 

"  How  falfely  muft  they  judge,"  faid 
Selborne  impatiently,  "  who  could  in- 
deed prefer  a  vain  violent  woman  to 
your  Sophia's  modeft  graces !  Can  you 
imagine  that  I  could  have  been  mean 
enough,  even  if  I  had  been  ignorant  of 
the  ftate  of  Lady  Caroline's  heart,  to 
hefitate  for  an  inftant  between  immenfe 
wealth  and  certain  happinefs  ?" 

"  I  believe,"  obferved  Mr.  Brudenell 
dryly,  "  that  your  lordfhip  will  have  no 
caufe  to  complain  even  of  pecuniary 
lofs,  by  your  not  having  run  away 
with  Lady  Caroline." 

"  I  have  rrtinutely  inveftigated  that 
atrocious  calumny,"  replied  Selborne. 
"  Two  of  the  four  villains  who  were 
engaged  in  the  bufinefs  are  discovered, 
and  have  confefled,  not  only  that  Ray- 
mond was  their  employer,  but  that  he 

nevsr. 
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never  meant  to  have  brought  the  lady 
back  to  Glanville-oaftle,  had  nor  his  full 
intentions  been  fruftrated  by  meeting 
fome  of  my  company  whom  I  had  dis- 
patched in  fearch  of  her  -,  though  he 
had,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  concerted  the 
enterprife  as  to  implicate  me  in  the  dif- 
grace,  in  cafe  it  mould  fail.  I  had  pur- 
pofed  to  have  profecuted  thefe  villains 
for  a  confpiracy  ;  but  as  Lady  Caroline 
has  now  entirely  thrown  herfelf  into 
Raymond's  power,  farther  inveiligatioa 
would  not  only  be  ufelefs  but  impru- 
dent. For  her  fake,  therefore,  I  pur- 
pofe  to  hum  up  the  inquiry." 

Mr.  Brudenell  now  adverted  to  the 
ftory  of  Raymond's  arreft,  and  found, 
as  he  fufpecled,  that  Lord  Glanville  wa3 
the  fole  contriver  of  that  artifice.  Sel- 
borne  owned  that  he  had  received  a  chal- 
lenge ;  but  he  alfo  added  with  that  tem- 
pered courage  which  mould  ever  dif- 
tinguifh  a  Chriftian  foldier,  that  he  had 

refufed 
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refufed  to  accept  it.  "  I  wrote  him 
word,"  faid  he,  u  that  my  military  re- 
putation was  eftablifhed  ;  that  my  King 
and  my  country  had  a  right  to  my  life ; 
and  that  I  would  not  rifk  it  in  a  private 
quarrel,  with  a  man  whom  I  knew  to  be 
a  flanderer ;  but  whom,  neverthelefs,  I 
had  never  injured.  I  added,  that  if 
he  chofe  to  aflault  me,  I  wore  a  fword, 
and  was  not  deftitute  of  fkill  to  defend 
my  life  from  open  attacks.  As  for  fe- 
cret  machinations,  I  trufted  in  Provi- 
dence to  preferve  me  from  them. 

"  You  mud  hear  me  a  little  farther," 
continued  Lord  Selborne,  fnatching  Mr. 
BrudenelPs  hand,  while  a  tear  of  manly 
feeling  trembled  in  his  eye.  "  I  fee  that 
you  approve  of  my  conduct  hitherto  in 
this  affair ;  but  fpare  your  commen- 
dations, and  tell  me  how  I  mould  now 
act.  A  few  days  ago  I  received  notice 
from  the  War-office  to  hold  myfelf  in 
immediate  readinefs,  as  the  detachment 

to 
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to  which  I  belong  was  ordered  on  fo- 
reign fervice.  I  have  fince  learned,  that 
it  is  going  on  an  expedition  efteemed 
neceflary  to  the  fafety  and  glory  of  this 
empire,  but  likely  to  be  dangerous  and 
bloody.  I  mud  obey  the  call  of  my 
country,  Mr.  Brudeneli ;  all  earthly  con- 
fiderations  yield  to  that  obligation  ;  and, 
as  far  as  relates  to  myfelf,  I  feel  that  I 
could  willingly  refign  my  life  to  purchafe 
her  fecurity  and  repofe.  But  tell  me, 
circumftanced  as  I  am,  ought  I  to  wifh 
to  bind  your  Sophia  in  ties  which  fhe 
may  afterwards  repent  ?  I  confider  my- 
felf as  only  in  poifeffion  of  a  moiety  of 
life  ;  and,  if  I  efcape  falling  in  the  field  of 
battle,  may  not  I  return  iiome  maimed 
and  infirm,  my  health  facrificed  to  a 
peftilential  climate  or  extreme  fatigue, 
and  my  mind  crufhed  by  bodily  calami- 
ties ?  Ought  I  to  expofe  your  Sophia 
to  the  chance  of  being  contracted  to 
difeafe,  mifery,  or  infanity  ?  Should  what 

may 
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may  prove  the  laft  important  a£t  of  my 
life,  be  a  deed  of  felfifh  cruelty  to  the 
woman  whom  I  bed  love  ?  Tell  me  how 
I  ought  to  a 61 ;  I  would  be  difmterefted, 
but  not  afFe6tec;ly  romantic.  I  would 
be  juft  to  Sophia,  and  yet  not  treacherous 
to  myfelf." 

"  The  fcenes  of  my  early  life,"  faid 
Mr.  Brudenell,  "  have  too  long  palled 
by  to  allow  me  to  be  a  good  love  ca- 
fuift  ;  but  I  will  give  you  the  plain  fen- 
timents  of  an  old  man.  There  is  a  de- 
licacy in  your  fuggeftions  :  if  they  pro- 
ceed from  a  fuppofition  that  your  own 
choice  is  not  fo  fully  determined  but  that 
future  circumftances  may  change  your" 
prefent  fentiments,  perfevere  in  your 
filence  to  my  child ;  for  fuch  hefitation 
is  prudent  to  yourfelf,  and  honourable 
to  her." 

"  I  have  told  you,"  replied  Selborne 
impatiently,  "  that  my  arTe6tions  are  in- 
variably  fixed.     I  will  not  fuppofe,  fir, 

if 
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if  you  doubt  my  word,  that  you  would  ^ 
place  confidence  in  my  protejlations" 

"  Then,"  returned  Mr.  Brudenell, 
"  put  at  lead  a  poflible  cafe,  and  let  that 
decide  your  conduct.  Suppofe  you 
mould  return  in  peacs,  fafety,  and  glory, 
to  your  native  country,  and  then  find 
6  your  happiefl  choice  already  linked  and 
wedlock-bound  to  a  far  worfe  ;'  would 
ycu  not  condemn  that  over-refining  ge- 
nerofity,  which,  diftruftful  of  the  kind 
protection  of  Providence,  neglected  to 
inform  your  miitrefs  of  your  fentiments, 
leaving  her  perfuaded  that  you  were  in- 
different, to  unite  herfelf  with  a  man 
whom,  if  you  had  been  ingenuous,  (he 
would  have  refufed  ?  1  leave  you  to  re- 
flect on  this  circumftance  ;  and  remem- 
ber, that  you  may  be  explicit  without 
forming  a  pofitive  contrafl." 

Selborne  perceived  in  an  in  ft  ant,  that 
what  he  had  luppofed  to  be  a  molt  exalted 
proof  of  heroifm,  belonged  in  reality  to 

that 
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that  fpecies  of  fidlitious  fentimental  re- 
finement which  fports  with  genuine  ten- 
dernefs,  under  the  difguife  of  more  ele- 
vated ideas  and    more  exalted  virtue! 

"  Sophia/'  thought  he,  "  mud  have 
interpreted  my  affiduous  attentions,  and 
I  will  not  permit  her  to  think  me  a  cox- 
comb, who  can  meanly  trifle  with  her 
fer.  ability.  I  will  difclofe  to  her  my 
whole  heart ;  and,  fhould  heaven  reftore 
me  in  fafety  to  my  native  country,  I 
will  not  fubject  myfelf  to  the  reproach- 
ful refle&ion,  that  I  have  loil  to  me 
the  deareft  objecl  it  contains  through  faf- 
tidious  delicacy." 

Lord  Selborne's  route  being  fixed  to 
commence  next  morning,  a  prompt  de. 
ciaration  became  neceiTary.  Owing,  I 
fuppofe,  to  exceiTive  furprife,  Sophia 
quite  forgot  to  a(lu me  that  air  of  refent- 
ment  which  (he  had  determined  to  put 
*>n,  as  a  punifnment  for  former  negli- 
gence.    Perfuaded  that  her  lover's  ad* 
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dreffes  were  fanclioned  by  the  approba- 
tion of  both  her  grandfathers,  and  de- 
lighted that  his  difintereflednefs  was  ap- 
parent, by  his  pafiion  being  avowed  be- 
fore her  exalted  expectations  were 
generally  known,  me  liftened  with  mo- 
deft  pleafure  to  his  proteftations  of  eter- 
nal love,  and  referred  him  to  Lord 
Glanville.  This  reference  brought  on 
an  eclairciftement,  that  diminished  their 
mutual  delight.  Selborne  heard  with 
emotion,  that  his  miflrefs  was  not  only 
the  heirefs  of  an  earldom,  but  abfolutely 
in  the  difpofal  of  a  perfon  whofe  dark 
counfels  no  one  could  fathom  ;  and 
Sophia  felt  the  happinefs  of  being  le- 
cure  of  the  reciprocal  affeclions  of  the 
man  fhe  loved,  embittered  by  anticipating 
the  dangers  to  which  he  was  going  to 
be  expofed,  and  the  certainty  of  an  im- 
mediate feparation. 

While  her  mind,  deprefTed  by  forrow, 
could  fcarely  obey  the  impulie  of  female 

delicacy 
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delicacy  fo  far  as  to  conceal  its  pertur- 
bation, her  generous  lover  proceeded  to 
vindicate  the  purity  of  his  own  attach- 
ment. "  Sometimes,"  faid  he,  "  I  pre- 
sumed to  hope  that  Sophy  Herbert  fa- 
voured me  by  a  preference,  which  I 
cherifhed  as  the  deareft  blefling  I  could 
enjoy.  Yet  if,  when  in  the  eftimation 
of  the  world  my  addreffes  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  confer  diftinction  upon  you,  I 
then  doubted  the  propriety  of  difclofmg 
my  pafiion  till  you  were  more  fully  ac- 
quainted with  my  temper  and  character ; 
what  mud  be  my  prefent  diffidence  ? 
or  how  can  I  act,  knowing  your  high 
expectations,  fo  as  to  prove  myfelf  not 
wholly  unworthy  of  you  ?  Admiration 
muff,  every  where  attend  you.  Your 
exalted  rank,  your  birth,  fortune,  and 
perfonal  and  mental  attractions,  mud 
raife  a  hofl  of  competitors ;  and  what 
can  the  abfent  Selborne  oppofe  to  their 
pretenfions  ?    I   have   nothing   to   urge 

but 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  $$$ 

trut  my  fmcere  and  ardent  attachment ; 
and  I  will  not  expect  you  to  acknow- 
ledge that  to  be  a  valid  claim  to  your 
favour.  I  will  be  bound  to  you,  Mifs 
Glanville,  but  you  mail  be  free  as  air. 
If  when  I  return  to  England  I  mould, 
find  you  the  wife  of  a  more  deferving 
man,  I  will  fubmit ;  and,  believe  me,  if 
he  is  as  fenfible  of  your  worth  as  I  am, 
and  you  are  happy,  I  will  endeavour  not 
to  be  wretched." 

This  fpeech  had  certainly  a  little  cad 
•of  the  romantic.  Sophia  pardoned  its 
extravagance.  Even  virtue  and  good 
lenfe,  when  in  love,  are  apt  to  walk  upon 
tiptoes.  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  there  is  fomething  very  noble  and 
elevated  in  the  ideas  naturally  infpired 
by  a  fincere  and  worthy  attachment  j 
and  I  only  wifh  lovers  not  to  ufe  too 
high  ftilts  for  fear  of  accidents.  Mifs 
Glanville  was  herfelf  employed  in  ru- 
minating on  the  agreeable  iurprife  which 

Selborne 
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Selborne  would  feel  when  he  difcovered 
Lord  Glanville's  determination  in  his 
favour;  and  while  me  refolved  to  fuf- 
pend  the  full  avowal  of  her  own  fenti- 
ments  till  the  earPs  fanction  mould  per- 
mit her  to  be  quite  explicit,  fhe  deter- 
mined, when  they  met  after  dinner,  to 
foften  the  pain  of  feparation,  by  intreat- 
ing  Selborne  to  be  careful  of  his  life  in 
the  hour  of  peril.  She  even  doubted 
whether  fhe  might  not  add,  "  for  my 
fake." 

Thefe  agreeable  reveries  vanifhed, 
when,  on  rejoining  the  company  after 
dinner,  fhe  perceived  that  Selborne  was 
not  in  the  circle ;  that  Mr.  Brudenell's 
countenance  exprelTed  anxiety  and  dif- 
pleafure,  while  the  earl's  drained  civility, 
half-fuppreffed  anger  and  gloomy  ab- 
fence,  denoted  that  his  wayward  mind 
was  in  a  date  of  more  than  ordinary 
agitation.  No  reafon  was  given  for 
Seiborne's  abfence  ,till  one  of  the  com- 
2  pany 
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patiy  expreffed  his  regret  at  his  being 
fent  on  fuch  a  dangerous  expedition. 
The  floral  that  Lord  Glanville  had  been 
collecting  now  feein^d  to  burft  forth  j 
and  he  protefted  that  thofe  mercenary 
caterpillars  wanted  fweeping  from  a  land 
where  they  had  too  long  fattened  in 
idlenefs,  wafting  the  vital  (lores  of  in- 
duftry,  and  depriving  a  nation  of  its 
wealth.  To  this  (in  his  ufual  ftyle  of 
equivocation)  he  added,  "  As  to  Sel- 
borne  in  particular,  he  feems  not  wholly 
deftitute  of  eftimable  qualities  ;  but  I 
have  fuch  a  natural  deteftation  to  alt 
legalized  butchers,  that  I  am  convinced 
no  man  can  adopt  that  profeffion  with- 
out having  a  corrupted  heart."  Mr. 
Brudenell  looked  at  Sophia  during  this 
declaration,  obferved  that  the  heat  of 
the  room  overcame  her,  offered  his  arm 
for  a  fupport,  and  they  immediately 
withdrew. 

A  paufe 
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A  paufe  of  fome  moments  enfued. 
Sophia  fixed  her  expreffive  eyes  on  Mr. 
Brudeneli's  face.  "  Be  cornpofed,  my 
love,"  faid  the  venerable  paftor  ;  "  you 
have  nothing  to  condemn  in  your  own 
behaviour.  I  depend  upon  your  forti- 
tude for  fupport,  for  my  own  ieems  to 
dei'ert  me." 

"  Has   Selborne    feen    Lord   Glan- 

viiie  r 

**  He  has;  and  Lord  Glanville  is " 

«  What  ?" 

"A  deceiver!"  exclaimed  Mr.  Bru- 
denell,  walking  acrofs  the  room  with  un- 
ufual  agitation.  "  How  finite  are  the 
views  of  erring  man !  How  often  are  we 
called  upon  to  lament  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  thofe  defires  which  it  has  been 
the  labour  of  our  lives  to  promote !  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  aflert  your  claim 
to  your  birthright.  I  reftored  you  to 
your  father's  family,  as  an  ornament 

3  and 
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and  a  blefling.     I  beheld  with  tranfport 
the  influence  which  your  gentlenefs  and 
tendernefs  acquired  over  Lord  Glanville. 
With  a  delight  that   only  parents  can 
feel,  I  faw  you  engage  the  affections  of 
a  worthy  man,  whofe  birth  and  fortune 
were   correfpondent   to   your   own.     I 
encouraged  his  addrefles,  I  recommended 
him  to  your  favour,  in  the  finglenefs 
and    integrity   of  my    heart.      I   thus 
bufied  myfelf  to  make  you  happy.     O, 
my  deareft   girl !  mud  I  now  fuppofe 
that  all  my  cares   have  only  tended  to 
render  you  the  prey  of  regret  and  fecrel 
anguifh  ?  I  perceive  Lord  Glanville  de- 
termines that  you  mould  raife  the  dignity 
of  his  houfe  ;  and  the  generous  Selborne 
is    rejected  with   capricious  cruelty,    in 
hopes  of  an  alliance  more  favourable  to 
the  eaiPs  abfurd  ambition." 

"  O  Sir  !"  faid  Sophia,  with  a  look 
of  heavenly  complacence,  cs  your  for- 
titude has  indeed  deferted  you,   or  you 

vol.  il  o_  would 
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would  now  recollect  your  own  precepts, 
and  forbear  to  complain  that  crofs  inci- 
dents have  fruftrated  your  wifeft:  defigns. 
I  have  heard  you  fay,  that  it  is  folly  as 
well  as  ingratitude  to  murmur  at  the 
inevitable  deftiny  of  our  nature ;  and 
you  have  bid  me  never  blame  myfelf 
when  my  efforts  failed  of  fuccefs,  pro- 
vided  my  intentions  were  pure,  and  the 
means  that  I  made  ufe  of  allowable.  I 
know  that  your  fir  ft  temporal  wifh  was, 
to  promote  my  happinefs ;  and  Lord 
Glanville  Jhall  not  make  me  wretched. 
I  fee  the  dilemma  in  which  he  means  to 
involve  me  through  the  promife  into 
which  I  was  betrayed.  He  may  fepa- 
rate  me  from  Lord  Selborne ;  but  he 
fhall  never  make  me  the  mercenary,  per- 
jured, hypocritical  tool  of  his  ambition 
or  his  avarice.  My  heart  will  retain 
that  preference  which  he  once  feemed 
to  encourage ;  and  I  will  endeavour  fo 
to  act,  that  I  may  efcape   the  pangs  of 

felf- 
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felf-reproach.  Do  not,  dear  fir,  accufe 
yourfelf  as  the  author  of  my  perplexities. 
Thefe  are  my  allotted  trials,  kindly  fent 
to  correct  my  vanity  and  humble  my 
prefumption.  O,  rather  let  your  pious 
counfels  instruct  me  how  to  improve  my 
afflictions,  fo  as  to  derive  from  them 
felf-knowledge  and  equanimity," 

"  You  have  anticipated  all  that  I 
could  fay,"  returned  Mr.  Brudenell 
with  a  profound  figh.  "  To  thofe  who 
can  thus  fanclify  correction,  adverfity  is 
the  greatest  bleffing  of  indulgent  Provi- 
dence. Your  compofure  has  relieved 
my  mind  ;  and  I  will  now  inform  you, 
that  a  violent  altercation  has  taken  place 
between  Selborne  and  your  grandfather. 
Elated  by  the  engaging  franknefs  of 
your  manner,  and  incapable  of  foliating 
the  heirefs  of  the  Glanville  family  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  head  of  that 
houfe,  your  lover  informed  the  earl  ot 
his  attachment  to  you,  and  iajr.eated 

o.  2  >pro- 
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approbation.  I  advifed  him  to  this  flep. 
I  love  a  manly,  open  conduct;  and, 
though  I  had  my  doubts  refpecling  Lord 
Glanville's  intentions,  what  I  had  heard 
of  his  attachment  to  Selborne  almofl 
fubdued  them.  I  thought  too,-  that  an 
avowed  engagement  would  relieve  you 
from  thofe  felicitations,  to  which  you 
would  otherwife  be  expofed  during  your 
lover's  abfence,  efpecially  when  your  vail 
expectations  are  publicly  owned.  At 
Selborne's  defire  I  was  prefent  at  the 
interview.  It  afforded  a  marked  and 
finking  contrad,  between  opennefs  and 
integrity  on  one  hand5  and  the  mod 
polifhed  duplicity  on  the  other.  I  faw 
at  once  how  it  would  end.  The  eaiTs 
low  bows,  drained  (miles,  and  exagge- 
rated declarations  of  efteem,  convinced 
me  that  all  his  friend fhip  would  evapo- 
rate in  verbal  compliment.  Selborne 
foon  grew  warm,  and  pleaded  the  en- 
couragement which  the  earl  had  given 
7  to 
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to  his  vifits.  In  a  moment  your  grand- 
father's fraooth  features  grew  contracted 
into  the-  mofi  Rem  frown.  Fie  talked 
of  his  own  bofpitality  having  been  un- 
gratefully abufed,  and  of  his  fufpicious 
becoming  the  dupe  of  deceit. 
Selborne's  indignation  at  this  perverjton 
of  language  increafed  the  keennefs  of 
the  earl's  invective,  In  vain  did  I  at- 
tempt to  foftcn  them  -,  they  parted  in, 
fevere  difpleafurel" 

"  And  did  Seiborne  leave  the  houfe 
in  this  ftate  of  mind  ?"  inquired  Sophia. 

"  I  followed  him  when  he  left  the 
room,"  continued  Mr.  Brudenell,  "  to 
afiure  him  of  my  efreem."  "  Lord 
Glanville's  taunts,"  faid  he,  "  have 
(truck  me  to  the  foul.  It  does  not  be- 
come me  to  boaft  of  merit  ;  but  perhaps 
even  he  (hall  one  day  be  compelled  to 
own  that  I  am  not  unworthy  of  bis  al- 
liance. Sophia  is  above  all  praife,  and 
beyond  all  defert.  I  rejoice  that  I  have 
<L  3  not 
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not  fettered 'her  generous  nature  by  any 
pofitive  engagement.  She  is  free,  Mr. 
Brudenell ;  do  you  bear  witnefs  that  I 
acknowledge  her  entire  liberty.  I  pre- 
furne  not  on  her  favour,  I  will  fcarcely 
allow  myfelf  to  hope  that  I  have  an  in- 
ter eft  in  her  heart,  but  I  go  determined 
to  deferve  her." 

"  And  did  you  promife  nothing  for 
me?"  faid  Mifs  Glanville. 

"  I  told  him,"  relumed  Mr.  Brude- 
feell,  "  That  though  you  had  no  romantic 
enthuftafm  in  your  dilpofuion,  you  were 
as  remarkable  for  the  ctmftaney  of  your 
attachments  as  for  the  cautious  judgment 
with  which  you  formed  them." 

"  Did  you  fay  no  more?"  returned 
the  young  lady,  while  her  cheek 
*  glowed  celeftial  rofy  red,  love's  pro- 
per hue :'  "  Surely,  fir,  to  a  man  fo 
diffident,  fo  difinterefted,  placed  in  cir- 
cumftances  fo  very  trying,  you  might 
have  laid  rather  more." 

a  "I  am 
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"  I  an  cautious,"  returned  Mr.  Bru- 
denell,  cc  not  to  increafe  the  difficulties 
of  your  fituation.  You  know  not  the 
threats  which  Lord  Glanville  may  em- 
ploy to  intimidate  you  into  compliance 
with  his  plans.  Propofals  may  be  made 
to  you  abfolutely  unexceptionable  ;  and 
time  and  abfence  may  weaken  Selborne's 
influence  in  your  heart.  I  fee  that  you 
are  piqued  at  this  fuggedion ;  but  I  have 
known  the  world  long ;  and  it  is  not 
from  the  quietude  of  my  own  pafiions, 
but  from  general  confiderations  on  the 
human  character,  that  I  judge,  when 
I  fay  that  I  have  feen  minds  as  delicate 
and  as  generous  as  your  own,  gradually 
weaned  from  a  firft  attachment.  I  have 
alfo  known  people  of  mod  inviolable 
integrity  unite  themfelves,  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  early  engagement,  to  a 
perfon  for  whom  their  heart  had  ceafed 
to  feel  any  preference,  and  thus  become 
unhappy  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Though 
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Though  the  maxims  which  experience 
has  imprinted  upon  my  mind  are  abfo- 
Jutely  oppoiite  to  the  dictates  of  roman- 
tic love,  I  am  fo  fully  fenfible  of  the 
weaknefs  of  my  fellow-creatures,  that  I 
am  averie  to  every  promife,  contract,  or 
fupererogatory  obligation,  which  tends 
to  increafe  our  difficulties,  and  to 
ftraiten  the  ftraight  path  of  pofitive 
duty.  I  revere  Lord  Selborne's  libe- 
rality in  leaving  you  abfolutely  free.  I 
commend  his  nice  fenfe  of  duty  in  for- 
bearing to  prefs  another  interview,  or 
even  from  fending  you  a  farewell  epiftle 
after  his  altercation  with  the  parent  on 
whom  you  depend.  The  man  who  can 
thus  generoufly  fcorn  to  betray  unfufpec- 
ting  tendernefs  into  a  clandeftine  en- 
gagement, is  far  more  deferving  of  con- 
fidence and  efteem  than  the  felhfh  fo- 
licitor  who  makes  his  miflrefs  really  that 
object  of  pity  which  he  artfully  affects 
to  be.     Your  lover,  my  child,  has  an 

exalted 
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exalted  idea  of  you  ;  and  I  am  convinced 
that  your  confummate  prudence  will 
(hew  him  you  deferve  it." 

N.  B.  I  requefl  that  all  my  matronly 
friends  will  watch  their  daughters  during 
the  perufal  of  the  laffc  paragraph  ;  as  I 
am  afraid  fome  maternal  interpofition 
will  be  neceflary  to  prefer ve  my  hereti- 
cal opinions  on  the  divinity  and  immu- 
tability of  love  from  the  flames. 
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